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From: Director of Education 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

Subject: Scottish Schools (Parental 
Involvement) Act 2006 

Purpose 

To inform members of the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006 and the 
authority’s duties under the Act. 

Recommendations 

The Education Committee is asked to: 

(1) note the contents of the paper submitted in response to the introduction of 
the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act. 

(2) approve the establishment of a short life working group to take forward the 
development of a parental involvement strategy during the transition period. 

(3) approve the implementation of an authority scheme for the establishment of 
Parent Councils. 

Members wishing further information regarding the attached report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812336 or 
Jane Liddell, Head of Quality and Support Services, on 01236 812289 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006 

Report by the Director of Education 

1 Background 

1.1 Members will recall the education committee paper of May 2005 on the consultation 
document ‘Making the Difference - Improving Parents’ Involvement in Schools: a 
Consultation on a Draft Bill’. The Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Draft Bill 
aimed to strengthen parental involvement in education by supporting parents’ direct 
involvement in their child’s education, by introducing a more flexible system of 
parental representation in schools, and by ensuring that education authorities listened 
to parents and engaged with them more proactively. The authority response to the 
consultation was included in the May 2005 committee paper. 

1.2 The Scottish Executive, taking into account some of the views expressed during the 
consultation process, accepted a number of amendments which were incorporated into 
the draft Bill. Specifically, these included: 

(i) a two-tier approach to parental involvement and representation in schools whereby 
a ‘Parent FoI-u~’  which comprises all the parents of children attending a school 
can decide to establish a ‘Parent Council’ to represent them; 

(ii) a requirement that only a member of the Parent Forum (i.e. the parent of a child at 
the school) can be the chairperson of a Parent Council; 

(iii) a requirement that, in a denominational school, the Parent Council will have a co- 
opted member nominated by the denominational body; 

(iv) provision for a Parent Council to appoint a paid Clerk, if so desired; 

(v) a right and duty on Head Teachers to attend Parent Council meetings unless 
otherwise agreed by the Head Teacher and Parent Council; 

(vi) a requirement on Head Teachers to provide an annual report to the Parent Council 
evaluating the school’s performance and setting out the ambitions for the school 
and make available a summary to all parents as members of the school’s Parent 
Forum; 

(vii) provision for a Parent Council to raise concerns with Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 
of Education (HMIE); 

(viii) provision for a combined Parent Council to represent parents in more than one 
school where that is the preference of parents in each of the schools; 

(ix) provision to allow Education Authorities to develop new procedures for the 
appointment of Head Teachers and Depute Head Teachers which involve Parent 
Councils. 
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2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Objectives of the Act 

The Bill was debated in the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Schools (Parental 
Involvement) Act 2006 subsequently received Royal Assent in June 2006. It was 
formally launched by the Deputy Minister for Education Robert Brown on 12 
September 2006. The provisions of the Act take effect in three main stages: 12 
September 2006, 1 January 2007, and 1 August 2007. Details of the commencement 
stages of the Act and a suggested timeline for its implementation are attached for 
information (Appendices 1 & 2). 

The main objectives of the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006 are: 

+ to modernise and strengthen the system for parental involvement in school 
education 

+ to achieve a more flexible and inclusive statutory system for parental representation 
by replacing School Boards with Parent Councils 

+ to strengthen parents’ rights both collectively and individually 
+ to modernise procedures for senior appointments 

Act’s provisions cover three broad levels of engagement with parents. These are: 

Learning at home 

The Act recognises the vital role that parents and other carers play in their 
children’s learning and development. Parents are the first and ongoing educators 
of their own children and, as such, should receive information and support to help 
develop their child’s learning at home and in the community. 

Home/S chool Partnership 

The Act reflects the shared role and responsibility that schools, parents and the 
community have in working together to educate children. Effective home/school 
partnerships are essential to ensure that children get the most out of their school 
and their education. The school and home working in co-operation allows 
potential difficulties and opportunities to be identified at an early stage. 

Parental representation 

The Act provides a fi-amework for ensuring that parents have the opportunity to 
express their views and have these taken into account on matters affecting the 
education of their children, the school’s arrangements for promoting parental 
involvement and other matters or issues of interest to parents. It makes provision 
for parents to be members of the Parent Forum at a school, and to have their 
views represented to the school, education authority and others, through a 
representative Parent Council for the school. 
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3. Duties of the Act 

3.1 The Act places specific duties on Scottish Ministers and education authorities to 
promote the involvement of parents in their child’s education at publicly funded 
schools. It also requires education authorities to prepare a strategy for parental 
involvement which will form part of their annual statement of improvement objectives 
and be reflected in school development plans. This strategy must cover an authority’s 
duties to: 

(i) involve parents in their own child’s education, and that provided by a school to its 
pupils generally 

(ii) give advice and information to parents in respect of their own child 

(iii)promote the establishment of Parent Councils in schools, support their operation 
and provide advice and information on any matter in response to reasonable 
requests from Parent Councils 

(iv) involve Parent Councils in the appointment of headteachers and depute 
headteachers 

(v) establish a complaints procedure for their duties under the Act 

4. Implementation Plan 

4.1 In developing their strategy for parental involvement, education authorities must have 
regard to a number of key issues including equal opportunities, arrangements for 
children who are looked after, non-resident parents and placements outwith the local 
authority. 

4.2 A working group will be required to develop and take forward the authority’s parental 
involvement strategy. The group will include, in the first instance, officers from the 
education department, parents, a community services representative and senior 
management representatives from the pre-5, primary, secondary and special sectors. It 
is expected that this will be a short- life working group which will work towards the 
production of a strategy by December 2006. The final strategy will be submitted to the 
education committee for approval. 

4.3 There is an additional duty on education authorities to notify the Parent Forum of each 
school of their intention to prepare a scheme for the initial establishment of Parent 
Councils. This process should have the flexibility to allow parents to identify and 
consider options for the type of Parent Council they wish to see in their school and 
offer alternatives to how a Council might be constituted and what its constitution may 
be. 

4.4 The Scottish Executive has provided support and guidance to Education Authorities 
by way of a consultation document and a ‘toolkit’ which is designed to assist all 
parties in working together to develop all aspects of parental involvement and to 
ensure the smooth transition from School Boards to Parent Councils. 
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5 Financial Implications 

5.1 The authority’s support of the new Parent Councils will have financial implications 
which will be the subject of a future committee paper. 

6 Recommendations 

The education committee is asked to: 

(1) note the contents of the paper submitted in response to the introduction of the 
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006. 

(2) approve the establishment of a short life working group to take forward the 
development of a parental involvement strategy during the transition period. 

(3) approve the implementation of an authority scheme for the establishment of 
Parent Councils. 
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Appendix 1 

SCOTTISH SCHOOL (PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT) ACT 2006: 
COMMENCEMENT STAGES . 

12 September 2006 

Section 1 

Section 5 

Section 6 
(1)-(6) 

Section 7 

Section 12 

Section 16 
(1)-(7) 
(1 31414) 
Section 19 

Section 20 

Section 21 

Section 22 

[Section 24 

Ministerial and education authority duties to promote parental involvement in 
school education 
Parents of pupils at a school formally become the Parent Forum. Education 
authority to promote establishment of new Parent Councils 
Scheme for establishment of a Parent Council - requires an education authority to 
notify Parent Forum of intention to prepare a scheme for the establishment of a 
Parent Council. Depending on wishes of parents, a scheme is then prepared, 
including a constitution for the Parent Council. 
Restrictions as to the composition of a Parent Council - requires that members to 
be from the Parent Forum, unless the Council's constitution allows co-option of 
other members; and, where appropriate, a denominational representative. 
Duties of education authority to parents generally - requires an education 
authority to respond to reasonable requests for advice and information from 
parents in relation to their child's education. 
Allows Parent Forums in two or more schools to agree to establish a Combined 
Parent Council 

Guidance - Scottish Ministers' powers to issue guidance to which education 
authorities (and in time, the new Parent Councils) must have regard 
Interpretation - expressions used in the Act and in the 1980 Act have the same 
meaning, except that "pupil" includes a child who is under school age only if that 
child is in attendance at a primary school (whether or not in a nursery class in 
such a school). 
Transitional provisions etc. - allows Ministers to make orders of a transitional, 
transitory or saving nature as they consider necessary. 
Orders and regulations - are made by way of statutory instrument. 

Short title and commencement, was commenced on Royal Assent on 14 June 
20061 

1 Januarv 2007 

Section 23 
Act 1980 and section 50 of the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003) 

(To the extent necessary to repeal sections 87A & B of the Education (Scotland) 

1 August 2007 

Section 2 New education authority duty to prepare a "strategy for parental involvement'' 
in consultation with Parent Councils and others 
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Section 3 Ambitions and objectives for a school - school development plans to take 
account of the strategy for parental involvement and to include objectives for 
the school which include parental involvement, and ambitions. 
Review of school performance - authorities, when reviewing the quality of 
education schools provide, to include the extent of parental involvement. 

Functions and powers of a Parent Council, etc. 
Attendance of headteacher at Parent Council meetings 
Financial powers of a Parent Council 
Duties of education authority to a Parent Council etc. 
Headteacher’s report to a Parent Council, Combined Parent Council or Parent 
Forum 
Procedures for appointment of headteacher or deputy and participation of a 
Parent Council 

Allows Combined Parent Council to come into being 

Section 4 

Section 6(7)-(10) Allows new Parent Councils to come into being 
Section 8 
Section 9 
Section 10 
Section 11 
Section 13 

Section 14 

Section 15 Complaints procedure 
Section 16 
(8)-(12) Lk 
(1 5-16) 
Section 17 

Section 18 
Section 23 

Allows members of a Parent Forum in a school involved in a Combined Parent 
Council to withdraw and establish a Parent Council for their own school 
Abolition of School Boards 
Repeal of references in other Acts to School Boards and to the School Board 
(Scotland) Act 1988. 



w 

SCOTTISH SCHOOL (PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT) ACT 2006: POSSIBLE 
IMPLEMENTATION TIMESCALE 

National Conference (12/9/06) 1 
(launch of guidance & toolkit 

Share plans and information with key 
staff, especially in schools. 

Notify parents of intention to prepare 
schemes, seek preferences as to Parent 
Councils’ make up, constitutions etc. 

I 1r 

H Work with parents on responses to above, 
preferences expressed, finalisation of 
schemes for individual schools 

Assist Parent Forums with 
selection processes for 
new Parent Councils ready 
for August 2007 

from School Boards to new 
Parent Councils 

Consultations with new Parent 
Councils on strategies for parental 
involvement, complaints procedures 
etc. 

- 
Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

APr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec - 

3 - First Commencement 
Order (1 2/9/06) 

Inform parents of Parent Forum 
membership and plans for the year of 
transition 

~ ~ ~~ 

Second Commencement 1 Order ( 1 / 1 /07) 
~ 

Authorities’ own preparatory work on 
strategies for parental involvement 
complaints procedures, school 
development plans, etc (ready for 
August commencement) 

~ ~ ~~~ ~ 

Third Commencement Order (1/8/07) 
School Boards cease to be. New 
Parent Councils come into being 

Practical discussions with new Parent 
Councils on authority and 
headteacher duties towards them, 
funding etc, matters which new 
Councils will need to consider (such 
as insurance cover) 
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