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Purpose of Report 

This report provides a description of practice in meeting the needs of the children of 
immigrant families in North Lanarkshire. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is asked to note the contents of the report. 

n 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236 812336 or 
Jane Liddell, Head of Service on 01236 812279 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Primary 
Secondar 
Y 
Total 

MEETING THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN OF IMMIGRANT FAMILIES IN 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

1996-97 97-98 98-99 -- 2003-4 -- 2005-6 
407 407 402 -- 47 1 -- 708 
21 7 21 7 252 -- 263 -- 509 

624 624 654 -- 734 -- 1217 

Report by the Director 

Year Urdu/ Punjabi Hakka/ Cantonese 

1996/97 61.5% 17.1% 
2005/6 48.2% 11.5% 

speakers speakers 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Users of other 
languages 
21.4% 
40.3% 

1 .I Since 1996 there has been a steady increase in the number of bilingual pupils in 
North Lanarkshire schools. In less than ten years the number has doubled. The 
bilingual population is changing as new migration patterns emerge. Large numbers 
of new arrivals have presented many challenges. Table 1 illustrates the increasing 
number of bilingual pupils in North Lanarkshire schools. 

1.2 Since August 2006 an additional 110 pupils have arrived in the authority, mainly 
from Poland. Approximately 60% of this group are primary aged pupils. 

1.3 According to the last data collection (October 2005), there are 47 languages other 
than English used by pupils attending North Lanarkshire schools. This number has 
increased from 32 in 1996/97. Ten years ago, the majority of support was directed 
to settled second generation immigrants from Pakistan and Hong Kong. Although 
these two communities remain very important, recent migration patterns have 
brought greater diversity and new challenges. Table 2 illustrates a shift from 
traditional ‘community languages’ to greater diversity. 

1.4 The increase in the number of new arrivals is almost certain to continue and 
the trend away from supporting settled minority communities such as the Pakistani 
and Chinese communities is likely to continue, as we witness a greater level of 
migration from Eastern Europe. 

1.5 In relation to the increased number of Polish immigrants outlined in paragraph 1.2 
the department has recently employed a Polish speaking teacher. 

1.6 Furthermore a survey will be sent to schools to identify the numbers in each 
location . 
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To support increased parental involvement within the Polish community our current 
parent information leaflets will be translated into Polish. 

Clearly as other immigrants arrive similar action will be replicated. 

MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE CHILDREN OF IMMIGRANT FAMILIES - 
SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 

North Lanarkshire’s English as an Additional Language (EAL) service, in common 
with most EAL services in Scotland, has three aims which are to: 

Raise attainment of children and young people who use English as an additional 
language, 
Help children who use English as an additional language access the curriculum 
effectively, and 
Support bilingual pupils in the early stages of their English language development 

The service has eight full time permanent teachers (which includes two job shares) 
and a full time manager. During the academic year 2005-6 the support for learning 
department increased the teaching staff initially by 0.4 and later to 1 .O full time 
equivalent and by a further 1 full time member of staff in session 2006 - 2007 to 
take account of the growth of referrals. Most of the teaching staff are multilingual. 
Among the languages spoken by members of the team are Afrikaans, Arabic, 
Cantonese, Hindi, Italian, Punjabi, Pushto, Urdu and Swahili and Polish. The 
additional resources are allocated from the national priorities action fund - 
additional support for learning strand. 

The service provides support for children of statutory school age (5-1 6) but offers 
consultancy and limited support to post-I6 pupils in school and children in pre- 
school establishments wherever possible. The service is increasingly providing 
support, training and development opportunities for staff within schools and pre 5 
establishments. This support is aimed at enabling staff to develop expertise to 
support bilingual learners. 

The EAL service provides a variety of types of support. The majority of support 
goes directly to pupils in the form of co-operative teaching, small group work and 
individual and group extraction. Schools and teachers are supported through 
consultation, assessment of pupils, provision of specialist resources including 
bilingual books, story sacks and games, in-service training and translation and 
interpretation where appropriate. Table 3 illustrates the levels of support provided 
to pupils during session 2005 - 2006. 



3. CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE FUTURE 

3.1 Continued emphasis will be given to tracking increases in numbers of pupils 
requiring access to the service, the diversity of languages in use, identification of 
the changing needs of learners and identification of the resources to support these. 

3.2 Monitoring of attainment of ethnic minorities and an increased role in the 
assessment of children and young people who use English as an Additional 
Language is likely to continue as a feature of the service. 

3.3 The service will to continue in its expanding role in North Lanarkshire’s corporate 
equality strategies. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The education committee is asked to note the contents of the report. 


