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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to ask members to approve plans to mainline the Music 
Comprehensive at St Ambrose High School following the very successful piloting of the 
programme. 

Recommend at i o n s 

The education committee is asked to: 

(i) note the success of St Ambrose HS in piloting the Music Comprehensive as part of 
the NLC Enhanced Comprehensives programme; 

(ii) approve plans to mainline the Music Comprehensive at St Ambrose High School. 

Members wishing further information regarding the attached report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812336 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

MAINLINING THE MUSIC COMPREHENSIVE AT ST AMBROSE HIGH SCHOOL 

Report by Director 

Background 

Previous papers (April 2002, May 2003, October 2004 and subsequent updates) 
have brought to members’ attention the nature of the North Lanarkshire ‘Enhanced 
Comprehensives’ programme and the success of the three Sports 
Comprehensives and one Music Comprehensive in piloting the initiative. 

With the pilot phase successfully completed, it is now proposed to mainline the 
Music Comprehensive at St Ambrose High School, to bring it in to line with the 
measures proposed for the Sports Comprehensives (see accompanying paper). 

St Ambrose High School Music Comprehensive 

As with the Sports Comprehensives, the Music Comprehensive at St Ambrose 
came about because the school saw music as one of its major strengths, and 
wished to capture and foster the enthusiasm and energy which music brings to 
pupils’ lives. By motivating young people through their interest in music, the school 
aimed to add value to all areas of the curriculum and to the overall experience of 
the pupils. 

The school serves the local population, and as part of the Enhanced 
Comprehensives programme aimed to impact on three main areas: 

e 

e Development of community-based activities 

Significant progress has been made in each of these areas, and the school now 
has a well-deserved reputation as a centre of excellence in music, with 
opportunities available to all pupils. 

Curricular delivery in the secondary and associated primary schools 

Out of hours learning activities 

The following pointers give a brief indication of the ways in which the Music 
Comprehensive has enriched the life of the school and the wider community: 

A very high number of St Ambrose pupils take part in out of school hours 
music-making activities, including NLC choirs and orchestras, the school’s own 
Choir and Jazz Band, and the School Show. 

As a result of the enhanced facilities, particularly the availability of technology, 
the numbers of pupils taking certificate courses in Music has steadily risen. 
Last year, the school’s Higher Grade results were the best in Scotland, with 31 
A ’ Passes achieved. Standard Grade results were also outstanding. 

A number of other NLC schools have taken a lead from St Ambrose in 
following the technology route, and around a third of all schools now have the 



facilities to enable them to work with pupils in the midi-sequencing and sound- 
engineering strands of the Standard grade and Higher syllabuses. 

The school has been able to provide equipment and staffing to assist 
associated primary schools in taking forward the curriculum in music and also 
in running music activities after school 

A number of primary and secondary schools have benefited from staff 
development and from the expertise and recording facilities available in St 
Ambrose HS. 

The partnership with Reeltime allows not only students and staff, but the wider 
community to benefit from the recording facilities in the school. 

A series of community concerts using new instruments purchased to support 
the "rock and pop" curriculum, have proved very popular. 

The partnership with North Glasgow College provides a pathway and career 
opportunities for pupils wishing to take their interest in music and music 
technology further. 

Links with North Glasgow College are also being used to support the 
development of an alternative course in music technology for pupils 
experiencing difficulties with the more traditional range of subjects. 

3. Financial Implications for Mainlining the Music Comprehensive 

3.1 It is now proposed to mainline the Music Comprehensive at St Ambrose High 
School to allow the school to sustain and develop the good work taking place. 

3.2 There are no additional cost implications in this, since the budget comes from the 
National Priorities Action Fund from the Scottish Executive which will remain in 
place for the foreseeable future. 

Recommend at i o ns 

The education committee is asked to: 

(i) note the success of St Ambrose HS in piloting the Music Comprehensive as part of 
the NLC Enhanced Comprehensives programme; 

(ii) approve plans to mainline the Music Comprehensive at St Ambrose High School 


