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Pumose of ReDort 

To inform the committee of activities taking place to mark National Youth Work Week and to 
provide members with background information concerning this annual event. 

Recommendation 

Members of the sub-committee are asked to note the contents of the report and to lend 
active support to the programme of activities being organised during National Youth 
Work Week. 

Members wishing hrther information about this report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, at 01236812336 or 
Jim McGuinness, Head of Service, at 01236812280. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

National Youth Work Week 3-10 November 1996 

Report by Director 

1. Introduction 

1.1 National Youth Work Week is a UK wide initiative which is now recognised 
by all major providers of youth work as a legitimate and worthwhile event 
which allows a positive image of young people to be shown to society. 

1.2 The main theme for this year is the environment and several of the community 
education teams are organising events which highlight this theme. 

1.3 The event is an ideal opportunity to publicise the work of the council and to 
promote the positive partnerships that exist between departments and 
voluntary organisations and agencies. 

2. Council Wide Events 

2.1 Two major council wide events will be taking place during the week. The first of these is 
“A Stake in Our Future” which will be a one day conference examining common issues 
which exist for both voluntary and statutory youth work providers. The aim will be to 
promote the concept of partnership in the planning and provision of youth work services. 

2.3 The community education service will host this conference which aims to 
involve all major youth work providers from the voluntary sector. This 
includes Scouts, Guides, Boys Brigade, church youth organisations, local youth 
projects, major providers such as the YMCA and urban programme hnded 
projects. The conference will be held on Sunday 3rd November, in the 
Concert Hall. Motherwell. 
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2.4 A detailed programme for the conference is still to be finalised but topics to be discussed 
will include: 

hnding issues 
accommodation 
training for volunteers and part-time youth workers 
the Cullen enquiry and its impact 
volunteering - support, vetting and training issues 
partnership projects 
youth empowerment 
active citizenship 
peer group education 

2.5 It is hoped that the conference will provide a catalyst for a fmitfd and more formal 
relationship between the education department and the voluntary providers of 
youth work. It is hoped that an Association of Youth Organisations can be 
established with council support. 

3. Work in Schools 

3.1 The second major piece of work will take place within 12 of the 26 secondary 
schools during National Youth Work Week. This will entail a series of lunchtime 
workshops and the completion of questionnaires on topics such as young people, their 
health and social habits. This will be used to  help the department examine what services 
are needed and how we can improve existing youth work provision. 

3.2 Information on local clubs and activities will be given to the young people and 
follow up activities planned within the schools. A series of competitions will also be 
organised to  attract young people along to the workshops. 

4. Area Events 

4.1 A number of area events are being set up and full details will be issued to local members 
closer to National Youth Work Week. It is hoped that local members will attend and 
participate in these occasions whenever possible. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 Members of the sub-committee are asked to note the contents of the report and to lend 
active support to the programme of activities being organised during National Youth 
Work Week. 
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Members wishing fbrther information about this report should contact: 

Michael O’NeiII, Director of Education, at 0 12368 12336 or 
Jim McGuinness, Head of Service, at 0 123681 2280. 

Jim McGuinness 
Head of Service 
Support for Learning 

19th September 1996 




