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To: Education (Community Services) 
Sub-Committee 

From: Director of Education 

Date: 3 1st December 1996 

Refi JMcGLL 

AGENDA ITEM No. .A 

Subject: Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting - Youth Forum 

North Lanarkshire Council 

PurDose of ReDort 

To inform the sub-committee of the establishment of a youth forum as part of the forthcoming 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Conference and to describe the involvement of the 
community education service in supporting the event. 

Re com m en d a t io n 

0 The sub-committee is asked to note and approve the involvement of the community education 
service in support of the Commonwealth Youth Forum. 

Members wishing further information about this report should contact: 
Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, at 012368 12336 or 
Jim McGuinness, Head of Service, at 0123681228 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting - Youth Forum 

Report by Director 

1. Background Information 

1.1 The Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting takes place in Edinburgh during 
October 1997. It is a major international event involving 53 nations from across the 
world. A short publicity leaflet is attached, for information. 

1.2 The Commonwealth governments have declared 1997 as “The Year of the 
Commonwealth”. This will be an opportunity to focus on the many blood and family ties 
as well as the shared culture which exists within the families of the Commonwealth. It 
will be an ideal opportunity for young people to focus on other cultures and people 
beyond Europe. It is one of the few opportunities not connected with sport where young 
people can meet to exchange ideas and present their views to the heads of government. 
It will represent a major chance for the voices of young people to be heard by those in 
power. 

2. Youth Forum 

2.1 A youth forum will be run in conjunction with the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
meeting and the Commonwealth Conference Youth Forum Planning Group are seeking 
sponsors via local authorities and voluntary organisations to host incoming delegations of 
young people from Commonwealth countries and to team them up with local young 
DeoDle 
‘ I  

2.2 It is proposed that North Lanarkshire play host to some of these groups as well as 
0 

providing its own delegation to the conference. 

2.3 Groups will take part in a social and educational programme here in North Lanarkshire 
prior to attending the forum itself in Edinburgh. It is suggested that up to 4 delegates 
from 2 countries should be teamed up with 4 young people and two youth groups from 
within North Lanarkshire. 

3. Financial Implications 

3.1 It is estimated that a sum of SO00 would be required to meet the cost of sending 
our own delegation to Edinburgh and to supporting the visitors referred to in paragraph 
2.3. This hnding can be met from within the community education international 
exchanges budget. 
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4. Recommendation 

4.1 The sub-committee is asked to note and approve the involvement of the community 
education service in support of the Commonwealth Youth Forum. 

Jim McGuiness 
Head of Support for Learning 
3 1st December 1996 

Members wishing fbrther information about this report should contact: 
Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, at 0 123 68 123 36 or 
Jim McGuinness, Head of Service, at 0 123 68 1228 
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1997 is the Year of the Commonwealth. Throughout 
Britain and the Commonwealth a wide range of 
events and activities will be taking place culminating 
in the Heads of Government meeting in Edinburgh, 
Scotland in October. 

1997 is the year for 

celebrating the 

Commonwea Ith, after 

the United Nations, 

the largest global 

a n e t w o r k  of 

independent states. 

Celebrations will mark 

the five hundredth 

anniversary of its early 

roots with the landing 

by Cabot in 

Newfoundland, that 

led to the development 

of Canada and the 

United States, and the 

fiftieth anniversary of 

the independence of 

India and Pakistan, 

that led to the 

formation of the 

modern 

Commonwealth. 

There are 53 member 

states in the 

Commonwealth, 

across all continents. 

The majority of 
Commonwealth 

citizens are under 30. 
So the year of the 
Commonwealth is as 

much about the future 

as it is a celebration of 

its past and present. 

As we enter the new 

millennium, thoughts 

are increasingly 

directed at the 

challenges and 

opportunities of the 

twenty first century. For 
every citizen, country 

and the 

Commonwealth as a 

whole, but in 

particular for the 

young, the Year 

provides an 

opportunity to discuss 

concerns and hopes 

for the future - from 

human rights and 

democracy, to 

economic 

deve I op men t and 

global trade, from 

education and 

employment, to 

conflict resolution and 

social justice. 

The 1997 
Co m m onwea I t h Youth 

Forum is being 

organised to provide 

young Commonwealth 

citizens, between 18- 
25, with an 

opportunity to come 

together, to exchange 

experiences and ideas 

and to present their 

agenda, their vision to 

the Heads 

of Government. 

The Forum is being 

hosted by a wide 

range of British youth 

organisations, with the 

support of the British 

Government, local 

authorities, 

Commonwealth 

agencies, trusts, non 

govern men to I 
organisations and 

companies. 
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Its aims are: 

To build long term 

learning exchanges and 

links between young 

people and youth 

organisations across 

the Commonwealth. 

To provide an opportunity 

for young people to 

identify their agenda and 

vision to present to the 

Commonwealth Heads of 

Government meeting. 

The Forum will comprise up 

to 300 delegates from 

members countries, selected 

from national youth councils 

and organisations. An 

immense learning 

opportunity for all 

participants, the Forum aims 

to inform, empower and be 

enjoyable - a celebration of 

the continuing importance of 

the Commonwealth in the 

years ahead. 

With sponsorship from 

member states, the 

Commonwealth Youth 

Exchange Council, Princes 

Trust and corporate 

sponsors, delegates will be 

hosted for twenty days by 
British youth organisations 

and local authorities 

culminating with five days in 

conference in Edinburgh. 

Prior to the conference there 

will be networking links 

throughout the Year as well 

os local and national events. 

To find owt more about the 1997 
CommonweaW Y d  
opporkmfitem for asp0 
organising eve- and Clcrivities, please 
-tack 

1997 Commonwealth Youth Forum 
C/o Scottish Community Education Council 
Rosebery House 
9 Haymarket Terrace 

ns currently suppodng the 

alth Youth Programme 

Duke of Edinburgh's Award 

Guide Association 

Local Authority Community Education 
Managers Scotland 

Princes Trust 

Scottish Business in the Community 

Scottish Community Education Council 

Scottish Council of Voluntary Organisations 

Scout Association 

The City of Edinburgh Council 

The Scottish Office Education and 
Industry Department 

Youth I i n k Sc ot I a n d 




