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Purpose of Report 

Ref: CITTI311 31JMcD 

1. The purpose of this report is to advise Members of progress to date in obtaining information on changes 
in bus services in the Airdrie Area and proposed action in terms of controlling bus layover points in 
Airdrie. 

Backaround 

Service Provision 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Following previous Committee concerns regarding the level of bus services within the Airdrie, it had been 
decided to obtain information on bus service changes in order that a view could be taken on the 
acceptability of the level of service now provided to the Airdrie Area, particularly in respect to previous 
levels of service at certain 'landmark' dates. 

Earlier efforts to obtain information from Strathclyde Passenger Transport had resulted in no historical 
information being supplied, with only timetables for those current subsidised routes currently in operation 
being offered. A more recent approach to the SPT has resulted in a change in position in that they would 
be willing to check their archives for historical bus service information. They would, however, require 
confirmation of dates to which the information should relate. Information relating to non-subsidised 
routes may be more difficult to obtain. 

Clarification is, therefore, sought from Members of the 'landmark' dates most appropriate to assist in 
building a clear representation of bus service changes. 

Dates of note would include May 2000 when the bus station ceased operation and First Bus curtailed 
services provided, Previous to this date, a marked change in services occurred in 1997. 

Bus Layovers 

6. Members may recall that the subject of control of bus layovers was raised in a report in June 2000, 
arising as it did from the implications of the closure of the bus station. The Council had previously 
identified layover points that would not impinge on the normal operation of the town centre road network. 
An approach was also made to the Traffic Commissioner to seek the promotion of a prohibition order on 
various streets in order to assist. This was not supported by the Traffic Commissioner. 

7. Increasing incidences of 'transgression' by bus companies has led to the necessity for the Council to take 
action on bus layovers, as some locations being used are having a detrimental effect on traffic flow and 
safety. In view of the changing environment of bus service provision, it is suggested that the Council 
seek to negotiate an agreement with bus companies and the SPT regarding layover locations. Failing 
their co-operation, the Council may then resort to approaching the Traffic Commissioner with the case 
supporting his promotion of an Order in terms of the Transport Act 1984 to control the layover of buses in 
Airdrie Town Centre. 



Recommendation 

8. It is recommended that the Airdrie Area Committee: 

(a) approves the proposed action in terms of compiling background information on bus service provision 
and identifies the 'landmark' dates most appropriate to distinguish changes, and 

(b) approves the proposed approach to achieve an acceptable level of control on bus layovers taking 
place in Airdrie Town Centre. 

G David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact John McDonald on 01236 812368 


