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To: CIVIC FUNCTIONS GROUP 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 18 December 1996 Ref: JAF/IL 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: FLYING OF FLAGS ON COUNCIL 
BUILDINGS 

REPORT 
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4.1 

BACKGROUND 

The Group, at its last meeting, agreed that the general guidelines concerning the flying of 
flags at Council buildings be considered at this meeting. 

PREVlO U S PRACTI C E 

It was the practice of the former authorities generally to follow the rules for hoisting flags on 
Government buildings issued, from time to time, by the Department of National Heritage. 
A copy of those rules, as currently applying, is annexed as an appendix to this report. 

In addition flags were flown on other days on the instructions of the relevant Council. An 
example of this was the practice of Motherwell District Council to fly the Union Flag, the 
European Flag and the District Flag on Europe Day. 

It was the practice of some former authorities to fly a Council flag on each day on which the 
full Council meets. North Lanarkshire Council has not, as yet, formally commissioned a 
Council flag. 

CURRENT PRACTICE 

In the period since 1 April the Council has followed previous practice of hoisting flags in 
accordance with the instructions of the Council and, in the absence of specific instructions, 
of adhering to the rules for hoisting flags on Government buildings. 

The Council has, also, adopted the practice of flying the Union Flag at half mast from the 
announcement of the death of a serving Councillor to sunset on the day of the funeral. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Within North Lanarkshire a number of buildings under the control of the Council are provided 
with flagpoles but, unless the Council issues specific instructions to the contrary on any 
individual occasion, it is suggested that flags be flown only at the Civic Centre, Motherwell 
and at the former District Council headquarters at Kildonan Street, Coatbridge and Bron 
Way. Cumbernauld. 
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4.2 The practice adopted by the previous authorities of generally following the rules for hoisting 
flags on Government buildings appears to have been, on the whole, satisfactory. It is 
accordingly suggested that the Council continue to follow that practice. 

4.3 It was the practice of at least some of the former authorities to fly, in addition to National 
flags, the flag of the authority. If such a flag were available it may be appropriate that it be 
flown, at the Civic Centre, Motherwelt, on each occasion on which the full Council meets and 
it is suggested that consideration now be given to the commissioning of such a flag. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 It is recommended that the Group 

(a) agree that, in the absence of specific instructions to the contrary in individual cases, 
the flying of flags on behalf of the Council be at the Civic Centre, Motherweli and the 
former Council headquarters buildings at Kildonan Street, Coatbridge and Bron Way, 
Cumbernauld; 

(b) agree that the Council follow the general practice of previous authorities in adhering 
to the rules for hoisting flags on Government buildings; 

(c) agree to the proposed arrangements for flying of flags in the event of the death of a 
serving member; 

(d) consider the commissioning and use of a North Lanarkshire Council flag; and 

(e) otherwise note the position. 

\A 6 7  
Director Administra on 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, 
Head of Central Services on Extension 2228. 

FLAGS 
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Days for Hoisting Flags 
on Government Buildings 

From 8 am till sunset 
6 February Her Majesty's Accession 

I 9  February 

I March 

I 0  March 

Birthday of The Duke of York 

St David's Day (in Wales only, see note 7) 

Birthday of The Prince Edward 

March Commonwealth day (second Monday) 

2 I April 

2 3  April 

Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen 

St George's Day (in England only, see note 7) 

2 June Coronation Day 

June 

I 0  June 

I July 
4 August 

I 5  August 

2 I August 

November 

I 4  November 

20 November 

3 0  November 

Ab0 

Also 

Official Celebration of Her Majesty's Birthday (see note 2) 

Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh 

Birthday of The Princess of Wales 

Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 

Birthday of The Princess Royal 

Birthday of The Princess Margaret 

Remembrance Day (second Sunday, see note 3) 

Birthday of The Prince of Wales 

Her Majesty's Wedding Day 

St Andrew's Day (in Scotland only, see flotel) 

The day of the opening of a Session of the Houses of 
Parliament by Her Majesty (see note 4) 

The day of the prorogation of a Session of the Houses of 
Parliamen! by Her Majesty (see note 4) 

flown in addition to the Union Flag but not in a superior position. 
Notes 1. Where a building has two or more flagstaffs the appropriate National flag may be 

2. Date to be notified. 

3. Flags should be flown right up all day 

4. Flags should be flown on this day even if her Majesty does not perform t h e  ceremony 
in person. Flags should only be flown in the Greater London area. 

5. The Royal Standard is never hoisted when Her Majesty is passing in procession. 
If the Queen is to be present in a building, you should get in touch with the Department 
of National Heritage, RE1, Room 4, 2-4 Cockspur Street, London S W l Y  5 D H  (Telephone 
071 21 1 6393 Facsimile 071 21 1 6406). 
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Rules for Hoisting Flags 
-On Government Buildings 

The Following Regulations are Circulated by 
Her Majesty’s Command 

to the  Government Offices Concerned 

Dates on which flags are to be flown 

The dates named on the accompanying Schedule. 

The Department of National Heritage will inform you of of any other occasions where Her 
Majesty has given a special command. 

(I) 

Provincial build i ng s 

The Schedule applies to Provincial as well as to London Buildings (please see notes 1 and 4). Where 
it has been the practice to fly the flag daily, as in the case of some Custom Houses, this may continue. 

Occasions on which flags are to be flown at half mast 

(a) From the announcement of the death up to the funeral of the Sovereign, except on Proclamation 

(b) The funerals of members of the Royal Family, subject to special commands from Her Majesty in 

Day, when they are hoisted right up from 11 am to sunset. 

each case. 

(c) The funerals of foreign Rulers, subject to special commands from Her Majesty in each case. 

(d) the funerals of Prime Ministers and Ex-Prime Ministers of United Kingdom, subject to special 

(e) The Department of National Heritage wifl inform you of any other occasions where Her Majesty 

@ 
commands from Her Majesty in each case. 

has given a special command. 

Rules when days for flying coincide with days for flying flags at half mast 
To be flown 

(a) although a member of the Royal Family, or a near relative of the Royal Family, may be lying dead, 
unless special commands be received from Her Majesty to the contrary; 

(b)  although it may be the day of the funeral of a Foreign Ruler. 

If the body of a very distinquishea subject is lying at a Government Office the flag may fly at half-mast 
on that office until the body has left (provided it is a day on which the flag would fly) and then the flag 
is to be hoisted right up. On all other Public Buildings the flag will fly as usual. 

Department of National Heritage, RE1, Room 4, 2-4 Cockspur Street, London SWlY 5DH (Telephone 
071 21 1 6393 Facsimile 071 21 1 6406). 




