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To: CIVIC FUNCTIONS GROUP 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 18 September 1997 Ref JAFAL 

2- 
AGENDA b - 

Subject: REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 
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3.1 

Introduction 

Remembrance Sunday, this year, falls on 9 November and it is suggested that consideration now be 
gven to the arrangements for that day. 

Background 

The practice of previous authorities with regard to Remembrance Day services varied Within 
Monklands and Motherwell, Remembrance Day ceremonies were arranged by the District Council. In 
Motherwell, in the two years preceding reorganisation, the ceremony took place at the Motherwell 
Cenotaph in Duchess Park. In Monklands ceremonies alternated between h d r i e  and Coatbridge 
Cenotaphs. Within Cumbernauld and Kilsyth it was the practice of the District Council to participate 
in ceremonies organised by Royal British Legion Scotland. 

Having regard to previous practice, last year North Lanarkshu-e Council was formally represented at 
ceremonies in Cumbernauld and in Kilsyth organised by Royal British Legion Scotland and itself 
organised Remembrance Sunday ceremonies at the Motherwell Cenotaph in Duchess Park and in 
Monklands at the Coatbridge Cenotaph. 

In addition, at a number of local ceremonies, local members represented the Provost and for that purpose 
appropriate wreaths were supplied. 

The ceremony at Coatbridge Cenotaph culminated in one minute’s silence at 11.00 a.m. At that 
ceremony local people and organisations were well represented. The Motherwell ceremony, following 
the two years practice prior to reorganisation, took place at 3.00 p.m. 

Proposals 

It is considered appropriate that North Lanarkshire Council now g v e  consideration to arrangements for 
Remembrance Sunday 1997, particularly within the areas of the former Motherwell and Monklands 
Districts d e r e  the principal ceremonies were tracbtionally arranged by the District Councils and where, 
last year, North Lanarkshire Council assumed responsibility for arranging the ceremonies. 
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3.2 It would be possible to follow last year’s practice and arrange a separate senrice for the areas of each 
of the former Motherwell and Monklands Districts and, if it is considered appropriate to do so it is 
recommended that, having regard to the experience of last year, consideration be given to the timing of 
those ceremonies. As an alternative North Lanarkshire Council may wish to gwe consideration to 
adopting a practice whereby the Council itself organises one Ceremony of Remembrance to take place 
at either the Airdne, the Coatbridge or the Motherwell Cenotaph in 1997 and in rotation thereafter. 

3.3 It recommended, also, that the longstanding practice of the Royal British Legion Scotland organising 
ceremonies in, respectively, Cumbemauld and Kilsyth be recognised through the Council’s formal 
participation and that, where appropriate, local members be authorised to represent the Provost at other 
local ceremonies on that day and for that purpose wreaths be provided. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 

@ 4.2 

It is recommended that the Group now determine the arrangements for organising Ceremonies of 
Remembrance in 1997; and 

It is recommended, also, that the Council participate in the Remembrance Day ceremonies to be 
organised by the Royal British Legon Scotland in each of the towns of Cumbernauld and Kilsyth and 
that the Provost authorise, as appropriate, members of the Council to represent him at other local 
ceremonies in North Lanarkshire on that day. 

Director of V? dministratio 

Members seelung further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head of 
Central Services on Extension 2228. 




