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Purpose of Report 

To recommend amendment to  the early years charging policy for siblings. 

Recommendations 

The education resources sub- committee i s  recommended: 

(i) to  approve the revised charges detailed i n  section 3, 

(ii) to  request a further report on the wider implications of the introduction of the 
charging policy. 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337, or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Educational Provision, on 01236 812269, 
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Admission To Early Years Establishments: 
Review Of Charging Policy 

Report by the director of education 

I NTRO DUCTI 0 N 

In January 2000, the council approved a charging policy for early years services. 
The approved policy allows the levying of a charge of €1 -50 per hour for services 
which are provided beyond the funding provided by the Scottish Executive i.e. 
funding for 5 x 2.5 hour sessions per week for 33 weeks per year. Children 
admitted under a high priority band of the admissions policy are not charged for 
additional services. 

Band 1 

Children of any age not yet enrolled i n  primary education resident i n  North 
Lanarkshire, who do not qualify for financial assistance through the Scottish 
Executive funding arrangements but are considered to  be of high priority by 
reason of referral from another agency. 

Children who have a deferred entry from primary school as a result of a 
psychological services recommendation would be included within this band. 

Band 2 

Children of any age not yet enrolled i n  primary education resident i n  North 
Lanarkshire, who do not qualify for financial assistance through the Scottish 
Executive funding arrangements but are considered by the admissions panel to  
require an early placement. 

Children who have deferred entry from primary school at the request of their 
parent or guardian would be included within the band. 

Both of these bands wil l  allow younger children to  be admitted to  an appropriate 
establishment, mainly nursery centres, and wi l l  allow for the admission of three 
year old children to  a l l  establishments from the date of their birthday rather 
than the term following their third birthday as current funding permits. 

This wi l l  also allow three year old children with particular needs to  have an 
excess of 2 or 3 sessions per week until such times as places are universally 
available i n  2002. 

A t  that time it was agreed that the introduction of these charges would be 
continuously monitored. This report i s  based on experience to  date. 

Budget structures are i n  place to  accommodate the existing level of deferred 
entry. 
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PROGRESS T O  DATE 

Charges have been implemented since October 2000 and the effect i s  under 
continuous review. Where there are available spaces and staffing i n  place 
parents are offered the opportunity to  purchase additional childcare provision at 
a cost of €1.50 per hour. A t  present the attendance in  nursery centres during the 
summer holiday period i s  being monitored. I t  i s  too early to  make final 
conclusions but there has been a considerable drop-off i n  attendance during the 
holiday periods. The experience of the recent holiday period wil l  be reported to  
the sub-committee at the next cycle. 

However a specific issue has arisen which deserves immediate action. This 
involves the heavy charges falling on families with a number of children at pre- 
school stage. I t  i s  considered that a reduction should be made for families 
where more than one child from a family i s  i n  attendance at nursery and 
incurring charges. 

PROPOSAL 

I t  i s  proposed that, the following payment rates should apply to  families required 
to  pay for more than one child, 

the first child should be charged the ful l  cost for the extra services,€l.50 per 
hour 

the second child should be charged a t  the rate of 50% of the charges,€0.75 per 
hour 
any additional children should be charged at 25% of the charges,€0.38 per hour 

It i s  proposed that this reduction be effective from the beginning of the new 
academic session. In cases of particular hardship, this reduction has already 
been applied. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The education committee i s  recommended: 

(i) 
(ii) 

to  approve the revised scale of charges detailed i n  section 3, 
to  request a further report on the wider implications of the introduction of the 
charging policy 
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