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Purpose of Report 

This report reviews the budget performance of the further education and higher school bursaries for 
2001-2002. It also includes details of bursary applications and the attendance of students in receipt 
of bursary support. 

Recommendations 

The education (resources) sub-committee is recommended to: 

(i) note the performance of the further education and higher school bursaries budget for the 
financial year April 2001 to April 2002. 

(ii) note the performance of the higher school bursaries budget for the period April to June 2002. 

(iii) request the submission of further performance reports to future meetings of the 
sub-committee. 

Members wishing further information about this report should contact 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337, or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Service, on 01236 812269 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Financial Refusals Provisional Awards 

Report by the Director of Education 

Standard Awards 

1. Awards in 2001-2002 

1.1 1002 applications were received during the academic session 200 1-2002, a decrease of 16% 
on session 2000-2001. Of these, 10 were not eligible for bursary support because the 
applicants were not resident in North Lanarkshire, or they had previously been awarded 
support for 2 years, or they were attending courses not funded by the authority. 

1.2 In accordance with the bursary policy, the deadline for submission of applications from 
students eligible for full year bursary awards was Monday 22 October 2001. Applications 
received after that date were considered for a two-term award from January 2002. 

For those students eligible for two-term bursary support the deadline for submission of 
applications was 7 March 2002. Applications received after that date were refused. 

A total of 43 late applications were received. 11 students appealed against the refusal and of 
these 6 appeals were upheld and the remaining 5 rejected. 

1.3 Of the 992 eligible applications, 914 letters of award were processed as follows: 80 no 
awards due to the level of parental income, 47 awards made provisionally to students whose 
parents were self-employed or whose parents’ income have reduced by more than 15% 
compared to that of the last financial year and 787 standard awards. The remaining 78 
applications were not processed as students had failed to submit all of the relevant 
information required. 

Table 1 - Awards Processed 

1 I 1 80 47 787 1 
1.4 998 of the applications received were for higher school bursaries. The remaining 4 were for 

further education bursaries. 2 of these were submitted on behalf of students with special 
educational needs and were “fees only” applications. The remaining 2 applications were 
refused as the students were not attending courses funded by the authority. 

2. Budget Performance 2001/2002 

2.1 A total of 5506,241 was paid from the 2001/2002 bursary budget between April 2001 and 
April 2002. This was in respect of bursaries awarded in session 2000/2001 and paid 
between April and June 2001 and those awarded in session 2001/2002 and paid between 
August 2001 and April 2002. 

2.2 Table 2 is a detailed analysis of expenditure for both further education and higher school 
bursaries for the financial year 200 1/2002. 



Budget Budget 2001/2002 

Higher School Bursaries 588,000 

r- I I I 

Expenditure 

459,515 

Further Education 
Bursaries 

3. Attendance Performance in 2001/2002 

134,800 46,726 

3.1 Attendance was monitored in 3 periods; 20 August to 2 November 200 1, 5 November 200 1 to 
25 January 2002 and 28 January to 19 April 2002. Awards to students with an attendance of 
less than 95% were reduced. 

3.2 Table 3 shows a comparison of attendance figures in each of the 3 monitoring-periods in 
session 2001/2002 with the corresponding periods in sessions 1999/2000 and 2000/2001. It 
is important to note that the minimum attendance requirement was raised from 90% to 95% 
in academic session 2000/2001. 

Table 3 - Attendance Comparison 

Academic 
Session 

1999/2000 

~ 

2000/200 1 

200 U2002 

Monitoring 
Period 

Aug-Oct 99 

Oct 99-Jan 00 

Jan-Apr 00 

Average 

Aug-Oct 00 

Oct 00-Jan 01 

Jan-Apr 01 

Average 

Aug-Nov 0 1 

Nov 0 1 -Jan 02 

Jan-Apr 02 

Average 

Minimum 
attendance 

requirement 

90% 

95% 

95% 

No of 
applicants 

847 

80 1 

1016 

7 84 

712 

846 

673 

63 3 

762 

No under 
minimum 

requirement 

154 

215 

207 

240 

272 

3 12 

168 

214 

265 

%age under 
minimum 

requirement 

18% 

27% 

20% 

22% 

3 1% 

3 8% 

3 7% 

35% 

25% 

34% 

35% 

31% 



3.2 In all 3 academic sessions there was a marked deterioration in attendance between the 1'' and 
2"d monitoring periods. Sessions 1999/2000 and 2000/2000 1 showed improved attendance 
between the 2"d and 3rd periods while in session 200 U2002 attendance has continued to 
deteriorate. 

3.3 The overall attendance in session 2000/200 1 deteriorated by 17% against that in 1999/2000, 
from 20% to 37% of students not meeting the required attendance level. However, it must be 
noted that the change in minimum attendance requirement from 90% to 95% will have had a 
bearing on this. 

Although attendance in session 200 U2002 did not improve from the 2"d to the 3rd monitoring 
period, as had been the trend in the previous 2 sessions, overall attendance has improved in 
each of the 3 periods when compared to the equivalent periods in session 2000/200 1. Overall 
attendance improved from 35% of students not attaining the minimum requirement in session 
2000/2001 to 31% in session 2001/2002. 

4. Recommendations 

The education resources sub-committee is recommended: 

(i) to note the performance of the further education and higher school bursaries budget 
for the financial year 200 1-2002. 

(ii) to note the performance of the higher school bursaries budget for the period April to 
June 2002. 

(iii) to request the submission of further performance reports to future meetings of the 
education resources sub-committee. 

MWAS 
06 August 2002 


