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1. PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

1 .I To provide an update on the decision of Strathclyde Joint Police Board that Strathclyde 
Police will not routinely supply cover to the School Crossing Patrol Services over the 
West of Scotland with effect from the start of the autumn term 2002. 

. .  

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

Responsibility for the provision of School Crossing Patrols has rested with Local 
Authorities since reorganisation in 1996. Since this time on request of the Patrol 
Service, Strathclyde Police have assisted with emergency school crossing cover. On 
the 12 August 1999 the Assistant Chief Constable wrote to the Council to formally 
establish a criteria for the provision of this back-up service. Amendments to the draft 
proposal were made in the Council’s reply dated 29 September 1999. Strathclyde 
Police took no further action and police assistance continued as before. 

In anticipation of changes to this support mechanism and the new partnership 
arrangements for the Roads Department which also provided emergency support, the 
service’s Best Value Review considered measures to help achieve self-sufficiency. 

The implementation of the mobile patrol pilot has had a major impact in reducing the 
assistance required from Strathclyde Police. Figures comparing the number of hours 
provided by Strathclyde Police for May 2000, May 2001 and May 2002 show a 
significant fall from 171 hours to 43.5 hours to 19.5 hours. 

The mobile patrol was made a permanent feature of the service in August 2001and the 
establishment expanded to thirty patrollers. 

It has always been the case that a request for assistance to Strathclyde Police was 
made when no other resources were available from within the service to cover a 
crossing. 

3. C 0 N SI DE RAT I 0 N S 

3.1 Recruitment of School Crossing Patrollers is difficult due to the part-time nature of the 
job. Patrollers are required before and after the school day and at lunchtime periods. 
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This makes it difficult for patrollers to combine their part-time duties with other work 
and therefore restricts the pool of potential applicants. 

3.2 It is intimated that emergency cover from Strathclyde Police in future would only be for 
one period e.g. morning only. Thereafter reserves need to be found within the Council 
services to provide cover. This could result in patrols being left uncovered where there 
is an absence of trained local staff. 

3.3 Consideration may have to be given to incorporating a responsibility to provide 
emergency school crossing cover for vacancies or sickness absence within the 
contracts of other council employees, for example, classroom assistants. 

4. ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

4.1 The background papers to this report are held within the Department. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 

5.2 

That the Committee note the contents of the report. 

That the report be referred to the Education Resources Sub-committee. 
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