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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to propose the fbrther development of partnership working 
involving North Lanarkshire Council, Strathclyde Police and other relevant bodies to develop 
a Community Safety strategy for North Lanarkshire . 

Background 

Community Safety is a concept which encompasses almost everything which impacts upon 
quality of life. It includes such aspects as, crime and the fear of crime, child protection, home 
safety, fire safety, road safety, safe play, safety at work, safety in the environment and safe 
provision of goods and services. 

The Council is committed to maintaining the rights of individuals to enjoy a quality of l i e  in 
North Lanarkshire which allows them to live with confidence in safety and without fear 
focusing upon those most vulnerable and needy in our communities to protect them. 

The benefits of enhanced community safety can result in reductions in expenditure associated 
with such things as vandalised property, theft, road accidents and fires. Direct savings of this 
nature to Council departments can be channelled into services beneficial to the residents of 
North Lanarkshire, however more important is the reduction in suffering and social costs to 
individuals and communities with consequential improvements in quality of life. The 
community safety reputation of the area will be improved, a factor which can assist in 
attracting additional inward investment. 

Community Safety Approach - Present 

Various departments of North Lanarkshire Council already promote the concept of 
Community Safety. Reports received by the Sub-Committee fiom individual Council 
departments clearly contain many examples of good practice of initiatives and working 
operations. 

Strathclyde Police are similarly committed to the concept of Community Safety and building 
upon the effective inter-agency partnerships which currently exist. Operational strategies, for 
example, the Spotlight Initiative have shown the results which can be achieved through this 
approach. 



4 Community Safety Development 

4.1 The hrther development of a community safety strategy in North Lanarkshire should involve 
close partnership working between the Council, Strathclyde Police and the other bodies 
which operate in the area to harmonise and rationalise the deployment of scarce and valuable 
resources to best effect. 

4.2 In order to progress the development of a Community Safety Strategy it is proposed to 
establish a Community Safety Strategy Task Group with a remit to :- 

0 Develop an integrated strategy informing the priorities of the various partners in 
addressing safety issues 

0 Co-ordinate the implementation of practical measures or initiatives to improve safety 

0 IdentiQ and involve other relevant partners from the service, business, voluntary and 
community sectors 

0 Formulate solutions to community safety problems which facilitate the hrther 
economic regeneration and development of North Lanarkshire 

8 Support existing community initiatives and the development of new ones as a means 
of tackling the safety concerns of local communities 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Sub-Committee 

a) approve the establishment of a Community Safety Task Group 

b) request the Chief Executive to bring forward a fbrther report detailing the 
membership and remit of the Task Group, and 

e c) otherwise note the contents of the report 
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