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This section identifies the possible risks to 
&ildrenS safety and what steps can be taken 
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to minimise them. 

What Are Our Main Objectives? 

To ensure that children live in and are 
educated in a safe and supportive 
environment. 

To protect children from all forms of 
abuse, danger, exploitation and harm. 

To reduce the incidence of accidental 
injury or death to children in the home, 
at school and on the road. 

To address children’s concerns on 
safety. 

What Is The Level Of Need? 

Accidental injury is the main cause of 
death of children and young people, 
with accidents in the home being the 
reason for most deaths for young 
childen aged under 5 years. 

900 children from North Lanarkshire 
are admitted to hospital each year 
because of an accident, injury or 
poisoning. 

Accidents at school account for around 
25% of all accidental injuries to school 
children. 

Motor vehicles and pedestrian 
accidents cause most deaths among 
children. In 1996, 248 North 
Lanarkshire children were injured in 
road traffic accidents, resulting in 2 
deaths and 55 serious injuries. 

Children who live in low income 
householdsare more likely to be open 

2 L t o  greater risks of accidental injury, 
death and fire in the home. 

In 1997, there were 43 children placed 
on the Child Protection Register. This 
is an average level when compared to 
other local authority areas. 

The number of referrals in 1996 to the 
Reporter for Children’s Hearings for 
care and protection reasons was 761. 
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What Are The Main Service Issues? 

There is a need for: 

A range of information on safety 
promotion. 

A multi-agency partnership which can 
produce, co-ordinate and implement a 
effective safety strategy. 

Community safety measures in the 
Motherwell North Priority Partnership 
Area and other regeneration areas. 

What Have We Done In North 
Lanarkshire? 

Implemented arrangements for the 
registration and inspection of all child 
minders, day carers and childcare 
service providers as recommended in 
the Children Act 1989. 

Provided funding to community safety 
groups including anti-vandalism groups. 

Formed a multi-agency Child Protection 
Committee to implement procedures 
based on Scottish Office guidance. 

Implemented formal procedures to 
develop co-operation between Social 
Work and Police for child protection 
issues. 
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Introduced revised procedures for 
school exclusions which emphasise 
possible alternatives. 

Undertaken Scottish Criminal Record 
Office checks for all unsupervised staff 
who work directly with children in the 
social work and education services. 

Implemented traffic calming schemes 
and provided school crossing patrol 
service. 

Installed Closed Circuit Television in 
the town centres of Airdrie, Coatbridge, 
Motherwell and Wishaw and in areas of 
Old Monkland, Forgewood, Orbiston 
and GowMhrapple. 

Installed Closed Circuit Television in 
Chapelside Primary School in Airdrie. 

Installed smoke detectors in all of the 
Council’s own housing stock. 

Strathclyde Police, Social Work and 
Housing departments have form u I ated 
a system which will address the 
registration of sex offenders and how to 
share information appropriately. 

Funded voluntary organisations such 
as the Community Safety Centre. 

Established Community Safety 
Sub-Committee of the Council to 
oversee matters on safety. 

Operated a Home Loan Safety Loan 
Scheme in the Motherwell area. 

Provide child safety equipment on a 
free loan basis to less well off families. 

Introduced “Safer Routes To School”, 
“Children’s Traffic Club”, Ways to 
Safety’’ and the “Safety, Training and 
Education for Primary Schools” 
programmes. 
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What Is Our Action Plan? 

Establish a multi-agency Community 
Safety Task Group to develop and 
implement a North Lanarkshire wide 
strategy on community safety. 

Introduce school security measures 
whereby every educational 
establishment has to have a security 
plan and controlled door entry system. 

Regularly inspect every play area. 

Develop “Fit Safe, Sit Safe” project to 
provide free advice on car child safety 
seats. 

Install Closed Circuit Television 
scheme in Greenend, Coatbridge. 

Extend Scottish Criminal Record Office 
checks for all staff who work directly 
with children to other services. 




