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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of : 
activities of the Department of Construction Services which contribute to community safety, and 
proposals by the Department of Construction Services, including appropriate interdepartmental 
collaboration, to provide added focus towards this desired outcome. 

0 

BACKGROUND 

The Council’s broad commitment to community safety through its Corporate Plan embraces issues of 
crime prevention, alleviation of the fear of personal insecurity, and avoidance of personal injury through 
bodily impact, instability or other injury. 

The Department’s essentially technical functions are constrained by numerous codes, standards, and 
statutes. These guide, and in many instances prescribe, the provision of safe and suitable design of 
structures, buildings and their facilities to avoid injury to body and health. Security continues to be an 
essential part of the varied design considerations of the Department. 

CURRENT ACTIVITY 

Designing Out Crime 
Through its function as corporate construction designer, the Department fulfils a key role in the 
suppression of crime to property, its grounds and its users by the inclusion of a number of combative 
techniques which may include a selection of the following passive and active measures : e 

Site perimeter security 
Material and component specification for robustness 
Minimising ease of access to roofs 
Visibility of entrances 
Hierarchy of defensible space 
Down-scaling and personalisation of residential communal back courts 
Spatial arrangements deriving benefits of being overlooked 
Controlled door entry systems 
Internal security illumination to common entranceways 
CCT surveillance 
Concierge systems with integrated CCT 
General target hardening 
Security specification at perimeter openings 
Spatial and environmental arrangements to avoid seclusion 
Incorporation of strategic secure storage 
External security illumination 
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Visibility of car parking provision 
Lock-up security 
Intruder alarm provision 
Regeneration measures 

The ability to design out crime is principally dependent on the degree of exposure, financial constraints, 
and the implementation of complementary initiatives by others. Consultation with Strathclyde Police 
enables the designer to obtain a crime profile for a project area and to incorporate features forming 
recommendations by the Police under their Secured by Design initiative. 

Fire Prevention 
Routinely, in consultation with the Fire Brigade and Building Control, buildings are designed and altered 
to provide safe occupation, prompt alarm activation, and opportunities for rapid escape in the event of 
emergency . 
Planning Safe Construction 
In compliance with the Construction (Design & Management) Regulations, the Department is the 
corporate provider of Client Agency and Planning Supervisor services. This takes into account not only 
the construction itself but also those likely to be affected by any of the operations. Following the 
preparation of a project Health & Safety Plan, where operations are notifiable to the Health & Safety 
Executive, records are kept of key aspects which may affect future safety decisions and incorporated in a 
Health & Safety File 

Traffic Management 
Temporary traffic management arrangements are enabled by the Department during roads construction 
and maintenance operations to ensure the safety of road users and pedestrians during construction 
operations. 

Where projects present appropriate opportunities, traffic calming and dynamic safety measures are 
incorporated. 

Through its Crossing Patrol staff, the Department provides safe crossing of roads to school children. 

Winter Maintenance of Roads 
Safe conditions for the use of roads and footways are provided by the Department during the winter 
months by snow removal and gritting operations. 

Care for the Thermally Vulnerable 
The Department assists in the alleviation of fuel poverty thereby reducing the incidence of life 
threatening hypothermia amongst the economically disadvantaged and the elderly. This is facilitated by 
a combination of two initiatives. Fuel Outreach provides guidance to residents on fuel debt and is able to 
negotiate rescheduling of debts thus avoiding disconnection during the critical winter months. In 
addition the Department’s Energy Advice and Development Unit is able, in situations of eligibility, to 
secure grant funding and install insulation in homes enabling the affordability of warmth to the 
occupants. 

RECOMENDATION 

The committee is asked to note the contents of this report. 

Director of Constructioii Sekices 




