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1. Purpose of Report 

1 .I This report seeks to advise Members of the current position with respect to the provision of a bus link 
between Airdrie and Bathgate Railway stations and the potential re-opening of the rail line between 
the two towns. 

2. Background 

Airdrie - Bathgate Bus Link 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Members have been updated since April 2001 on the progress of proposals to introduce a quality 
bus service between the railway stations of Airdrie and Bathgate. These proposals were to be taken 
forward in a partnership between the Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority and West Lothian 
Council. Strathclyde Passenger Transport (SPT) made application to the Strategic Rail Authority 
(SRA) for Rail Partnership Funding as it was considered that the service would not generate 
sufficient revenue to support operation without funding. We in North Lanarkshire Council undertook 
to provide infrastructure in the form of a lay-by on Weavers Road and bus shelters at five locations 
along the route. 

SPT carried out a tendering procedure and bus timetables were drawn up and submitted to 
Committee on 11 September 2001. Whilst initial indications were that the service could be in place 
by September 2001 the SRA has delayed its formal decision. In view of this, we in Planning and 
Environment have meantime postponed the introduction of infrastructure works until the matter has 
been clarified. 

Further informal discussions with the SPT have suggested that, with the recent award of funding for 
a feasibility study into the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway line, the SRA (and the SPT) 
may now be taking a more positive attitude towards the establishment of the bus link. It is hoped that 
a formal response will be forthcoming in the near future and this will allow the Council to commit 
resources in support of this initiative. 

Re-Opening of Airdrie - Bathgate Railway Line 

2.4 Following a series of meetings with West Lothian Council, the Planning and Environment Committee 
agreed at their meeting of 18 July 2002 to support a joint bid with West Lothian Council to the 
Scottish Executive for funding under the Public Transport Fund (PTF) for a detailed feasibility study 
into the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway line. On 23 October 2002 the Transport Minister 
announced that the Councils had been awarded f0.5m under the Scottish Executive's Integrated 
Transport Fund (ITF). The Council is awaiting a meeting with Scottish Executive to discuss the terms 
of the award. 

2.5 The line connecting Airdrie to Bathgate and on to Edinburgh was used as a through route to freight 
until the mid 1980's. Passenger services have subsequently been restored from Airdrie to 



Drumgelloch and from Bathgate to Edinburgh. The section between Airdrie and Bathgate has been 
lifted and largely converted to cycleway. 

2.6 The re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate Line also features as a key recommendation to the Scottish 
Ministers by the consultants working on the Central Scotland Transport Corridor Studies. The 
purpose of the Studies was to devise plans for specific interventions to address transport problems 
in the A8, A80 and M74 (Northern Extension) corridors. These interventions take the form of plans 
for three ‘horizon’ years - 2005, 201 0 and 2020. 

2.7 The plans for 2010 include recommendations for the reinstatement of the Airdrie-Bathgate Line with 
through electric train services between Glasgow and Edinburgh. The reinstatement of the line has a 
direct impact on the A8 transport corridor by giving an additional route between the Edinburgh and 
Glasgow conurbations. This would allow an extension to the current quarter hourly service from 
HelensburghlBalloch to Airdrie through to Edinburgh. Services to and from Paisley have also been 
mooted. This high frequency service would provide a wide range of links between suburban centres 
and key employment sites. Options for travel for Airdrie and the surrounding villages would be 
increased and enhanced. The railway line closely parallels the A8lM8 and provides an alternative to 
car use for a number of current road users, as well as enhancing access for travellers without access 
to cars. Costs for this scheme have been estimated to lie between E 1 OOm and f 130m. 

3 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Airdrie Area Committee: 

(a) notes the current status of the Airdrie-Bathgate Bus Link, 

(b) welcomes the support of the Scottish Executive for the engineering developmentlfeasibility 
work for the Airdrie-Bathgate rail link, and 

(c) notes the potential benefits of the provision of such a link to North Lanarkshire Council, and 
the Airdrie Area Committee locality in particular. 
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