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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

TO GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

Subject, LICENSING OF SEX SHOPS 

Date: 3 April 2002 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Ref: WBWKH 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to advise the committee of a representation received in 
respect of an application for a sex shop licence and to present the issues arising 
therefrom for consideration and decision. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

The committee will be aware that the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 contains 
a number of optional licensed activities. Councils are free to chose whether to 
licence these optional activities. North Lanarkshire Council has licensed a number of 
optional activities deemed suitable for licensing regulation within the North 
Lanarkshire area. 

In terms of the 1982 Act, the licensing of sex shops is an optional activity. The Act 
defines a sex shop as “any premises, vehicle, vessel or stall used for a business 
which consists to a significant degree of selling, hiring, exchanging, lending, 
displaying or demonstrating sex articles”. Sex articles are also defined in the 
legislation. 

Traditionally, no one has sought to operate a sex shop in either North Lanarkshire 
Council nor its predecessor authority areas. However, the Council has now received 
intimation from a firm of solicitors in Edinburgh that a company, Del Girl Enterprises 
Limited, is considering locating an outlet in the North Lanarkshire area. 

In terms of Section 45 of the 1982 Act the Council may resolve to licence sex shops 
within its area and the licensing regime shall have effect from any date specified by 
the Council, said date falling not less than one month after the date on which the 
resolution is passed. 

3. ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1. The committee requires to decide whether to licence sex shops in the North 
Lanarkshire area. If the committee decides not to licence sex shops then traders will 
be entitled to operate same without a licence. 

3.2. If the committee decides to licence sex shops, the committee will require to set fees 
for the processing of applications for grant, renewal or variation of licences. Having 
regard to the procedures which would require to be undertaken in respect of 
applications relative to this premises based activity the following fees are suggested:- 
(1) application for grant of licence - €256, (2) application for renewal of licence - €205, 
(3) application for variation of licence in respect of the premises or any other reason 
excluding a change of licence holder - €256 and (4) application for variation of licence 
in respect of a change of licence holder - €26. 



3.3 If an application is lodged, the committee can refuse it on the following grounds: 

a) that the applicant or the person for whose benefit the business would be 
carried on is unsuitable to hold the licence by reason of having been 
convicted of an offence or for any other reason. 

b) that the grant would be inappropriate having regard to the character of the 
locality or having regard to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are 
put or having regard to the layout character or condition of the premises in 
respect of which the application is made. 

c) That the number of sex shops in the relevant locality at the time the 
application is made exceeds or is equal to the number which the council 
considers is appropriate to that locality. Nil may be an appropriate number. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1. The determination of the Council's policy on licensing of sex shops will impact on the 
Council's overall strategy in relation to the regulation of certain activities in the public 
interest. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1. The Committee is asked to resolve to licence sex shops in terms of Section 45 and 
Schedule 2 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and that with effect from 24 
June 2002. 

5.2. The committee is asked to agree the fees detailed at paragraph 3.2 
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Director of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this Report are asked to contact Kenny 
Hannaway, Senior Solicitor (Licensing) at Extension 221 4. 


