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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

Subject: PRIVATE HIRE CAR LICENSING - 
SPECIFICATION OF PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES 

Date: 4 APRIL 2002 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Ref: W BWKH 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of certain representations 
received in respect of the inclusion of people carrier type vehicles and estate cars in 
the private hire vehicle specification and to present a number of issues for 
consideration. 

2. INTRODUCTION 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

2.5. 

The currently approved minimum vehicle specification for private hire vehicles was 
approved by the Committee at its meeting on 26 August 1998. At the said meeting, 
the Committee also considered the issue of approving people carrier type vehicles. 
No firm decision was reached on that issue. 

Recently, a number of representations have been received from members of the 
private hire trade seeking the inclusion of people carrier type vehicles in the private 
hire vehicle specification. Those representations generally suggest that the addition 
of this type of vehicle to the private hire vehicle specification would allow operators to 
offer members of the public a more comprehensive private hire service, for example 
where a larger vehicle is required for a larger party of passengers. In addition, it has 
been suggested that such vehicles can be more “disabled friendly”. 

Also, certain representations have been received that estate cars should be included 
in the private hire vehicle specification. Again, the private hire trade suggest that 
such vehicles would allow a more comprehensive service to be available to the 
public, particularly where the service required involves transporting passengers to 
hotels or golf courses or to any other place where larger amounts of luggage may 
reasonably be anticipated. 

Additionally, in recent months, a potential “grey area” between the provisions of the 
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and the Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 
has come to light. The 1981 Act is administered at national level by the Traffic 
Commissioner whereas the 1982 Act is regulated by local authorities. Essentially, it 
appears that some hire operations previously thought to be covered by public service 
vehicle licences in terms of the 1981 Act, or thought to be exempt from both Acts, 
should in fact be covered by private hire car licences in terms of the 1982 Act. 
Consequently it appears that there may be a small number of local operators carrying 
on “executive” or “chauffeur” hire who previously thought that they did not require a 
private hire car licence. Certain vehicles used by them do not at present fall within 
the private hire vehicle specification and any review of the vehicle specification 
should also involve consideration of this issue. Such operators should be given the 
opportunity to contribute to any consultation on the private hire vehicle specification. 

The informal comments of Strathclyde Police and the Council’s Transport Manager 
have been sought in respect of the potential for people carrier and estate car vehicles 
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to be included in the private hire vehicle specification. Neither party has stated 
any objection to the proposal, however both have raised certain technical issues 
which would require to be clarified prior to such vehicles being considered for 
inclusion in the vehicle specification. Those issues principally relate to passenger 
safety. 

3. ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1. Given the representations received from the private hire trade, the Committee 
requires to give consideration as to whether to commence a consultation process in 
respect of the inclusion of people carrier and estate car vehicles in the private hire 
vehicle specification. It is anticipated that the consultation would involve Strathclyde 
Police, the Council’s Transport Manager, the Private Hire Trade and the operators 
referred to at paragraph 2.2 of this report. The consultation process would be 
designed to elicit specific proposals for amendment of the private hire vehicle 
specification for future consideration by the Committee. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1. The determination of the Council’s policy on the private hire vehicle specification 
should have no impact on the Council’s wider corporate policies. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1. The Committee is asked to agree that the Head of Legal Services consults with 
Strathclyde Police, the Council’s Transport Manager, the Private Hire Trade and any 
other relevant parties on the issue of amendment of the private hire vehicle 
specification to include people carrier and estate car type vehicles with a view to 
reporting to a future meeting of the Committee for decision. 

prv\ 
rector of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this Report are asked to contact Kenny 
Hannaway, Senior Solicitor (Licensing) on extension 221 4. 
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