
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCtL 

To: GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 16 April 2002 Ref: WBWKH 

REPORT 

Subject: LICENSING OF LATE HOURS CATERING 
PREMISES - REVIEW OF POLICY ON 
TERMINAL HOUR 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of the outcome of the 
consultation on the Review of the Council’s Policy on the Terminal Hour for Late 
Hours Catering Establishments and to propose that a decision be reached in respect 
of same. 

2. Background 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

2.5. 

The Committee is reminded of the report dated 6 December 2001 on this issue, 
considered at the meeting of the Committee on 19 December 2001. The Committee 
will recollect that the report advised that the Council had harmonised terminal hours 
of operation for late hours catering premises inherited from the predecessor 
authorities. The Council had adopted a policy presumption of 12.30 am, 7 days a 
week, against which all applications for licences would be considered on their 
individual merits. The policy was arrived at following consideration of, among other 
matters, the terminal hours for liquor licensed premises at that time (being 12 
midnight for public houses and 2 am for entertainment establishments). 

The Committee will recollect that the Licensing Board decided on 29 June 2001 to 
amend the terminal hour for public houses to 1 am on Friday and Saturday evenings. 
The Board had, on an earlier occasion, agreed an amended terminal hour for 
entertainment premises of 3 am, 7 days a week. Following representations from the 
late hours catering trade that the later terminal hour determined by the Licensing 
Board for public houses has had an adverse effect on their trade, the Committee 
agreed to enter a consultation process in relation to the terminal hour to be applied to 
late hours catering premises. 

The consultation process is now complete. A consultation letter (Appendix A) was 
sent to all late hours catering licence-holders and all community councils in North 
Lanarkshire. In addition, the Chief Constable of Strathclyde Police was consulted as 
were the Directors of Housing & Property Services and Planning & Environment. The 
consultation was also the subject of public notice in newspapers throughout North 
Lanarkshire. 

A total of 13 responses were received in the course of the consultation as listed in 
Appendix B. 

The Committee will note that there was a limited number of responses received. 
From those responses there appears to be no strongly supported view in respect of 
the policy terminal hour for late hours catering establishments. Effectively, three 
options were placed before consultees. Those options were (1) no change; (2) a 
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2.6. 

2.7. 

2.8. 

restoration of the previous terminal hour differential with public houses which would 
mean that the policy presumption for late hours catering establishments would be 
increased to 1.30 am on Friday and Saturday nights or (3) any other (undefined) 
change that consultees may suggest. 

The Director of Housing & Property Services has no objection to an extension to the 
policy terminal hour with the exception of the Coatbridge/Airdrie area where he 
perceives police resources to be in short supply at weekends. Apparently a number 
of late hours catering premises are close to residential developments in that area and 
he considers that people leaving such premises may potentially cause a nuisance. 
The Director of Planning & Environment confirmed that his department can 
recommend restricted hours by way of planning conditions up to 11 pm. Accordingly, 
given that planning do not seek to control the hours under consideration in this report, 
the Director of Planning & Environment has made no comments from the planning 
perspective. 

Strathclyde Police have no objection to a restoration of the previous differential with 
the public house terminal hour. They would however be opposed to an extension 
beyond 1.30am on any particular day. Kilsyth Community Council appears to support 
the restoration of the terminal hour differential with public houses, as does Bellshill 
Community Council. Ladywell Community Council has mixed views within but 
broadly states that if any change has to be made then it should be restricted to a 
restoration of the previous terminal hour differential with public houses. Croy 
Community Council suggests a terminal hour of 3 am, 7 days per week. The Village 
Community Council in Cumbernauld propose that there is no change and that 
position is broadly based on grounds of nuisance and public order. 

Four licence-holders have written in support of a restoration of the terminal hour 
differential with public houses. One of those licence holders, namely Jaskaran Singh 
who has premises in Brandon Street, Motherwell, attached a 283 name petition in 
support of his position. However, the petition is of limited value as it gives no 
indication as to what information the signatories had in relation to the late hours 
catering consultation or the issues surrounding same, prior to signing. The petition is 
available within the Department of Administration. Another licence holder has 
suggested a terminal hour of 2 am. Finally, prior to the consultation exercise 
commencing, a small number of representations had been received from the late 
hours catering trade seeking a restoration of the terminal hour differential with public 
houses. 

3. Issues for consideration 

3.1. The Committee requires to decide whether to make a change to the policy terminal 
hour for late hours catering establishments. The Committee will note the terms of the 
responses received. The Committee may also wish to take into consideration the fact 
that the late hours catering trade depends, to a certain extent, on custom arising from 
patrons leaving public houses prior to or at closing time. The late hours catering 
trade has traditionally provided such a service to patrons leaving public houses but at 
present this service is restricted by the relative positions of policy terminal hours for 
public houses and late hours catering establishments on Friday and Saturday nights. 
Notwithstanding any policy change, the objection process will be open, in the usual 
manner, to any interested party in respect of any particular application. 

3.2. The Committee is reminded that any change to the terminal hour for late hours 
catering establishments will be a policy presumption against which applications for 
licences will be considered on their individual merits following the consultation 
processes undertaken by virtue of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982. 
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4. Corporate considerations 

4.1. The determination of the Council’s policy on the terminal hour to be applied to late 
hours catering premises will have an impact on the Council’s overall strategy in 
relation to public order and public safety. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1. The Committee is asked to agree to amend the policy presumption in respect of late 
hours catering establishments to 1.30 am on Friday and Saturday nights, against 
which all applications for licences are to be considered on their individual merits. 

v b. Director of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact Kenny 
Hannaway, Senior Solicitor (Licensing) at Extension 2214. 
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APPENDIX A 

Our Re? KH 
Your Ref: 
Contact: Mr  Hannaway 
Tel: 01698 302214 
Fax: 01698302211 
E-Mail: hannawayk@northlan.gov.uk 
Date: 21 February 2002 

Administration 

John O’Hagan, Director 

PO Box 14, Civic Centre 

Motherwell MLI 1TW 

www .northlan .gov.u k 

Dear Consultee 

Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 
Late Hours Catering Licences 
Review of Policy Terminal Hour 

North Lanarkshire Council previously resolved to licence late hours catering premises in terms of the 
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982. In terms of Section 42 of the said Act, a late hours catering 
licence is required for the use of premises between the hours of 11 pm and 5 am for the sale to, or 
consumption by, the public of meals or refreshment. 

After the reorganisation of local government in 1996, North Lanarkshire Council decided to harmonise 
the terminal hours of operation for late hours catering establishments. Various policies had been 
inherited from the predecessor authorities. North Lanarkshire Council adopted a policy presumption 
of 12.30 am, 7 days a week against which all applications for licences would be considered on their 
individual merits. 

When arriving at the policy, consideration was given to the terminal hours for liquor licensed 
premises. In general terms, the said terminal hours were 12 midnight for public houses and 2 am for 
entertainment establishments. 

North Lanarkshire Licensing Board decided on 29 June 2001 to amend the terminal hour for public 
houses from 12 am to 1 am on Friday and Saturday evenings. In addition, the Board had previously 
agreed an amended terminal hour for entertainment premises of 3 am, 7 days a week. 

Representations have been received from members of the late hours catering trade that the later 
terminal hour determined by the Licensing Board for public houses has had an adverse affect on their 
trade and is jeopardising the financial viability of their businesses. Generally speaking, 
representations from the late hours catering trade have suggested that the trade would wish to have 
the opportunity to continue to provide catering for patrons leaving public houses and, accordingly, an 
amendment to terminal hour policy is sought. 

At its meeting on 21 December 2001, the Council’s General Purposes Committee decided to enter 
trade and public consultation on the question of revising the terminal hour for late hours catering 
establishments. 
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Accordingly, the Council would welcome hearing your views on the proposal to change the policy 
terminal hour for trading in respect of late hours catering establishments. In particular, the Council is 
keen to establish your views on the following: - 

Should there be a change to the policy terminal hour for late hours catering establishments? 

If you consider that there should be no change, why not? 

If you consider that there should be a change, what do you think the amended hour should be, 
and why? 

On what days should the suggested hour apply, and why? 

In particular, do you think that the amended policy terminal hour should be to 1.30 am on 
Friday and Saturday nights only, in order to restore the previous differential between the late 
hours catering terminal hour and the public houses terminal hour? 

Please include any additional comments that you consider to be relevant to the issue. 

Please ensure that your comments are received, in writing, no later than 5 April 2002 and are 
addressed to:- 

Head of Legal Services, 
North Lanarkshire Council, 
P 0 Box 14, 
Civic Centre, 
Motherwell MLI ITW 

Yours faithfully 

Head of Legal Services 
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APPENDIX B 

List of Respondents to Late Hours Catering Consultation 

1. Strathclyde Police. 

2. 

3. 

4. Kilsyth Community Council. 

5. Bellshill Community Council. 

6. Ladywell Community Council. 

7 .  Croy Community Council. 

Director of Planning & Environment. 

Director of Housing and Property Services. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

1 1. 

12. 

13. 

The Village Communty Council, Cumbemauld. 

Jaskaran Singh, Brandon Street, Motherwell. 

Mumtaz Hussain, Beechwood Gardens, Bellshill. 

Harjinder Kaur Singh, 29 St John Street, Coatbridge. 

Yuet Ngor Chan, 27A Hamilton Road, Motherwell. 

S Din, 59 Stirling Street, Airdrie. 


