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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The report advises the Committee of the enactment of the Marriage (Scotland) Act and 
makes proposals regarding the establishment of a premises licensing system within North 
Lanarkshire. 

1.2 The report advises of, also, the introduction to Parliament of the Nationality, Immigration 
and Asylum Bill and of the implications of provisions of that Bill for the registration service. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 received Royal Assent on 4 April and will come into 
force on 25 April 2002. The effect of this Act is to extend the range of places at which civil 
marriages may be solemnised to include “an approved place”. The Act goes on to provide 
that the Scottish Ministers may, by Regulations, make provision for approval by local 
authorities of places in their areas in which civil marriages may be solemnised. The Act 
envisages that the Regulations will include provisions as to 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(9) 

the kinds of place in respect of which local authorities may grant approvals; 
the procedure to be followed in relation to an application for approval; 
considerations to be taken into account by a local authority; 
duration and renewal of approvals; 
conditions a local authority may impose; 
fees which a local authority may charge, and 
the circumstances in which a local authority may revoke or suspend an approval or 
vary any conditions. 

2.2 The Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Bill was introduced to the United Kingdom 
Parliament on 12 April. The provisions of this Bill include a requirement that applicants for 
British nationality make a citizenship oath and pledge at a ceremony in the presence, in 
Scotland, of a District Registrar. Attendance at such a ceremony will be mandatory for 
those applying for British citizenship. The Government will meet the basic costs of the 
ceremonies, but local authorities will be able to make additional charges for any services 
or accommodation provided over and above the basic ceremony. 

3. Considerations 

3.1 Regulations under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 have not, as yet, been promulgated. 
Whenever those Regulations come to hand, proposals will be drafted, for consideration by 
Committee, for a premises licensing scheme in North Lanarkshire. Those proposals will 
include proposals with regard to consultation with relevant departments of the Council and 
other relevant agencies and fees to be charged. At the same time proposals will be put 
before Committee with regard to the conditions subject to which and hours during which 
the Council will offer this service. 
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3.2 Further reports will be submitted to the Committee on the progress of the Nationality, 
Immigration and Asylum Bill: in the meantime, however, it is noted that the Bill envisages 
that citizenship ceremonies will be organised in premises provided by the local authority or 
elsewhere. Further consideration requires to be given to conditions subject to which the 
Council will provide this service outwith local authority premises. 

3.3 Members will recall, from previous reports, the proposal by the Registrar General for 
Scotland that there be changes in primary legislation to enable local authorities to provide, 
through the Registrar Service, ceremonies analogous to civil marriage but marking other 
life events such as baby naming and marriage reaffirmation ceremonies. Further reports 
will be submitted to advise Committee of progress made by the Registrar General in that 
regard. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee, meantime, note the position. 

i 
~ Director of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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