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Purpose of Report 

To advise the Committee of both an invitation received by the Council to participate in the 
Franconea Show - UFRA - to be held in Schweinfurt in September 2002 and a 
subsequent approach received from Schweinfurt Twinning Association and to seek 
instructions. 

Background 

The Council has received an invitation to participate in the Franconea Show - UFRA - to 
be held in Schweinfurt in September 2002. In 1996 a similar invitation was received and, 
following consideration, the Economic Development Committee authorised participation. 
In 2000 an invitation was received to participate the Franconea Show to be held in that 
year. That invitation was, similarly, considered by the Economic Development Committee 
which initially decided that the Council should decline to be represented. Following that 
decision a letter was received from the Chairman of the Schweinfurt Twinning Association 
advising that the Association had investigated the viability of itself organising a North 
Lanarkshire stand at that event and, after discussion with officers of the Planning and 
Environment Department as a result of which that Department had agreed to contribute 
towards the costs of participation and to source products from North Lanarkshire to be 
featured at the event, had concluded that, with some support from the twinning budget, 
this would be possible. 

This approach was reported to the General Purposes Committee at its meeting on 23 
August 2000. The Committee then noted that this request did not fall within the range of 
requests governed by the guidelines adopted for grants from the twinning budget but, 
having regard to the relationship with one of the Council’s twin towns, agreed that a grant 
not exceeding f2,500 from the twinning budget be awarded to the Schweinfurt Twinning 
Association toward the costs of participating in the Franconea Show to be held in 
Schweinfurt during September 2000. 

Thereafter, at its meeting on 24 August 2000, the Economic Development Committee 
authorised the attendance of the Convener of that Committee at that event and, on 23 
September 2000, noted the attendance at that event and information on possible new 
economic links as a direct result of the Council being represented thereat. 

Franconea Show 2002 

The Oberburgermeisterin of Schweinfurt has written to invite the Council to participate in 
the Franconea Show 2002. That invitation has not, as yet, been considered by the 
Planning and Environment Committee. 

UFRA 2002 



3.2 A subsequent letter has, however, been received from the Chairman of the Schweinfurt 
Twinning Association advising that, following discussion with officers of the Economic 
Development Unit of the Planning and Environment Department, the Twinning Association 
have agreed to participate on behalf of North Lanarkshire at this event. The letter seeks a 
grant from the Twinning budget of between f2,500 and f3,000 to cover the cost of air 
flights and a contribution towards a reception which is traditionally hosted for Schweinfurt 
Council and exhibition personnel. 

4. Consideration 

4.1 As was indicated in August 2000, when the Committee last considered a similar request, 
this request does not fall within the range of requests governed by the guidelines adopted 
for grants from the twinning budget but is in respect of an initiative which relates to one of 
the Council's twin towns. It was in those circumstances, and following confirmation that 
the approach had the support of the Director of Planning and Environment who had 
agreed to source products from North Lanarkshire to be featured at the event and had 
identified a budget of €1,000, that the Committee then agreed that a grant not exceeding 
f2,500 be made from the Council's twinning budget. 

4.2 In advance of consideration of this matter by the Planning and Environment Committee, 
the position regarding support of this initiative from Planning and Environment budgets 
cannot be confirmed. It is, however, noted that, following the visit authorised by the 
Economic Development Committee to the last event, possible new economic links as a 
direct result of the Council being represented at the event had been identified. Having 
regard to that it is suggested that the Committee give consideration to the request now 
received from the Chairman of the Schweinfurt Twinning Association on the assumption 
that support will be authorised by the Planning and Environment Committee, and subject 
to confirmation that all other Council assistance required for participation in this event will 
be provided from that source, authorise in principle grant assistance in response to this 
request. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee give consideration to the foregoing proposal. 

Oiiector of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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