
GENERAL PURPOSES - 8 May 2002 

Mothetwell, 8 May 2002 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Holloway, Convener; Councillor Chadha, Vice-Convener; Councillors Barrie, Connelly, Devine, 
Glavin, Gormill, Hebenton, Homer, Irvine, Love, Selfridge, Shields, Smith and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Holloway (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Director of Administration; Head of Central Services; Head of Legal Services and Senior Accountant, 
Department of Finance. 

APOLOGIES 

Provost McCulloch; Councillors Cassidy, Cefferty and McCabe. 

GENERAL PURPOSES (LICENSING) SUB-COMMITTEE 

1. There were submitted the Minutes of the meeting and special meetings of the General Purposes 
(Licensing) Sub-Committee held on 21 February, 5 and 21 March and 22 April 2002 

Decided: that the Minutes of the meeting and special meetings of the General Purposes 
(Licensing) Sub-Committee held on 21 February, 5 and 21 March and 22 April 2002 be 
approved and noted. 

CIVIC FUNCTIONS GROUP 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Civic Functions Group held on 24 April 2002. 

Decided: that the Minute of the meeting of the Civic Functions Group held on 24April 2002 be 
approved and noted. 

2001/2002 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT - DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION (EXCLUDING 
PERSONNEL) - I APRIL 2001 TO 31 MARCH 2002 

3. There was submitted a report dated 23 April 2002 by the Director of Administration detailing for the 
period 1 April 2001 to 31 March 2002, provisional outturn expenditure and income against the 
estimates contained in the 2001/2002 budget for the Central Services Division, including separate 
details in respect of the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages and for the Legal Services 
Division of the Department of Administration. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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LICENSING OF SEX SHOPS 

4. 

c 
There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) 
advising that (a) an approach has been received, in respect of an application for a Sex Shop Licence, 
from a Solicitors firm in Edinburgh, intimating that Del Girl Enterprises Limited were considering 
locating within the Council’s area; (b) in terms of Section 45 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 
1982, the Council may resolve to license sex shops within its area and that licensing regime shall 
have effect from any date specified by the Council, and (c) should the Council decide not to license 
sex shops, traders would be entitled to operate same without a licence; (2) recommending that that 
the Council resolve to licence sex shops in terms of Section 45 and Schedule 2 of the Civic 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, and (3) setting out proposals for a fee structure applicable for the 
processing of applications for grant, renewal or variation. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed to license sex shops within the Council’s area in terms of Section 45 and 
Schedule 2 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 with effect from 24 June 2002; 

(2) that it be agreed that fees applicable for the processing of sex shop licences be set at:- 

application for grant of licence 

application for renewal of licence 

application for variation of licence in respect of premises or any 
other reason (excluding a change of licenceholder) 

f 
256 

205 

256 

application for variation of licence in respect of change of 
licenceholder 

26 

(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

TAXI LICENSING - CONSULTATION WITH THE TAXI TRADE 

5. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 December 
2001, when it was agreed to enter into dialogue with the local taxi trade prior to reaching a final 
decision on a number of outstanding issues, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 April 
2002 by the Director of Administration (1) referring to the outcome of an independent survey, 
commissioned in respect of numerical limits on taxi licences, which concluded that there was no 
significant unmet demand for taxis in any of the Council’s three licensing areas, (2) referring also to 
the decision of this Committee at its meeting held on 4 March 1998 when it was agreed that, in terms 
of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, all taxis would require to be purpose built and wheelchair 
accessible by the year 2005; (3) intimating (a) that since that decision was taken, the time limit for 
conversion previously indicated by the Scottish Ministers has not yet been confirmed; (b) that the 
Scottish Ministers have given no guidance to local authorities in respect of appropriate specifications 
for taxis in order to properly meet the disabled access requirements; (c) that the taxi trade were of the 
view that a 100 per cent purpose built fleet would not be the answer and proposing that a combination 
of purpose built vehicles and modified saloon type vehicles would be the more appropriate way to 
proceed, and (d) a recent informal consultation with disabled groups suggested that purpose built 
taxis were not suitable for all disabled people, identifying that saloon vehicles would be more suitable 
for walking amputees; (4) advising that the taxi trade were in general acknowledgement that there 
was scope for improvement in the vehicle and driver appearance; (5) indicating that the taxi trade 
were once again making representations, requesting that taxi operators should be permitted to 
transfer licences and, thus, take advantage of the sale of their businesses after having invested time 
and money in them; (6) setting out the policy adopted by this Council and the operational practices 
that exist in the three licensing areas, and (7) re-affirming that the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 
1982 does not provide for the limitation of private hire numbers in the way that it does for taxi licences. 
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Decided: 

that it be agreed that the existing numerical limits on taxi licences in the Council’s three 
licensing areas, North, Central and South, be confirmed; 

that it be agreed that the Head of Legal Services consult with local taxi trade representatives, 
local disabled groups, the Chief Constable and any other interested parties on the issue of 
specifications for taxi vehicles with regard to taxi accessibility and disability discrimination and 
report back to a future meeting of this Committee; 

that it be agreed that the Convener and Vice-Convener, together with appropriate officers of 
the Council, form a Working Group with representatives of the local taxi trade in respect of 
vehicle and driver appearance and report back to a future meeting of this Committee; 

that the policy adopted by this Council in respect of the variation of taxi licences be confirmed; 

that the local taxi trade’s position be noted in respect of the number of private hire cars in 
North Lanarkshire, and 

that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

PRIVATE HIRE CAR LICENSING 

6. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 August 1998, 
when the specifications for private hire cars was agreed, there was submitted a report dated 4 April 
2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising (a) that a number of representations had been 
received from members of the private hire trade, seeking inclusion of the people carrier type vehicles 
and estate cars as suitable private hire vehicles; and suggesting that the inclusion, in the 
specifications, of these types of vehicles would allow operators to offer members of the public a more 
comprehensive private hire service, particularly where a larger vehicle is required for a larger party of 
passengers, for the transporting of larger amounts of luggage, and, in some cases more disabled 
friendly service, and (b) that Strathclyde Police and the Council’s Transport Manager, have stated no 
objection but, during informal discussion, both have raised certain technical issues which require 
clarification; (2) indicating, with regard to the Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 and the Civic 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, that it had recently been identified that some hire operations which 
carry out executive or chauffeur hire, were previously thought to be covered by the 1981 Act, or 
thought to be exempt from both Acts but should, in fact be covered by the 1982 Act, and that the 
vehicles used did not comply with current private hire vehicles specification, and (3) proposing that a 
consultation on the amendment of the private hire vehicle specification should commence with 
Strathclyde Police, the Council’s Transport Manager, representatives of the private hire trade and 
those operators carrying out executive or chauffeur hire. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed that a consultation on the amendment of the private hire vehicle specification 
commence involving Strathclyde Police, the Council’s Transport Manager, representatives of 
the private hire trade and those operators carrying out executive or chauffeur hire, and 

(2) that a report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee. 

LICENSING OF LATE HOURS CATERING PREMISES - REVIEW OF POLICY ON TERMINAL 
HOUR 

7. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 December 
2001, when it was agreed to enter into consultation in respect of the terminal hour for late hour 
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catering establishments, there was submitted a report dated 16April 2002 by the Director of 
Administration (1) referring to (a) the meeting held on 23 August 1996 of this Committee when there 
was agreed a policy terminal hour of 12.30 am, seven days per week for late hour catering premises, 
and (b) the meeting of the North Lanarkshire Licensing Board held on 29 June 2001, when there was 
agreed an amendment to the terminal hour for public houses from 12 midnight to I am on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, and (2) advising (a) that the consultation process, involving all late hours catering 
establishments and Community Councils within the Council’s area, Strathclyde Police and this 
Council’s Directors of Housing and Property Services and Planning and Environment, was now 
complete; (b) that the three options placed before the consultees were (A) no change; (B) restoration 
of the previous terminal hour differential with public houses which would mean that the policy 
presumption for late hours catering establishments would be altered to 1.30 am on Friday and 
Saturday nights, and (C) any other change that consultees may suggest, and (c) that from the 
13 responses received, there appeared to be no strongly supported view in respect of the policy 
terminal hour. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed to amend the policy presumption of late hours catering establishments 
against which all applications for licences be considered on their individual merits, to 1.30 am 
on Friday and Saturday nights, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted 

COST RECOVERY SCHEME FOR ADDITIONAL SPEED AND RED LIGHT CAMERA 
ENFORCEMENT 

8. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee held on 20 March 2002 when it was agreed -- inter alia, to recommend to this Committee 
that it consider and approve a proposal that the District Court Section employ an additional four 
members of staff on temporary contracts, until 31 March 2005, to deal with the increase in ticket 
processing arising from the introduction of additional speed and red light camera enforcement, there 
was submitted a report dated 1 May 2002 by the Director of Administration, (1) referring to a report 
dated 20 March 2002 by the Director of Planning and Environment (also submitted); (2) advising that, 
the report dated 20 March 2002 made recommendations with regard to the implementation of a speed 
camera cost recovery scheme, and as a matter of urgency, had been approved by the Policy and 
Resources Committee on 26 March 2002 on behalf of the Council subject to adjustment to provide 
that the four additional members of staff within the District Courts Section be employed on a 
permanent, rather than a temporary basis, and (3) indicating that the employment of staff within the 
District Courts Section would, in normal course, require to be considered and approved by this 
Committee and in view of the urgency, was dealt with on behalf of the Council. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

CONSULTATION ON PROPOSAL FOR BILL TO ESTABLISH PROSTITUTION TOLERANCE ZONES 

9. There was submitted a report dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of Administration advising (1) of a 
consultation paper on a Bill promoted by Margo McDonald, MSP to enable local authorities to 
designate areas within their boundaries inside which it would be legal to solicit; (2) setting out the 
background to the consultation, together with the objectives of the proposed Bill, and (3) indicating 
that Margo McDonald, MSP accepted that only Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow had 
recognised “red light” districts and, thus, the components of a tolerance zone. 
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Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed that a response to the consultation be forwarded on behalf of this Council by 
noting that a tolerance zone will be of significance only for cities, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

THE REVIEW OF SUMMARY JUSTICE 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) 
advising of the publication of a consultation paper on the Review of Summary Justice in Scotland; (2) 
outlining the background to the consultation, as noted by this Committee at its meeting held on 7 June 
2000; (3) indicating (a) that the Deputy First Minister had appointed a Review Committee under the 
chairmanship of Sheriff Principal John Mclnnes, QC, the Sheriff Principal of South Strathclyde, 
Dumfries and Galloway, and (b) that the Review Committee had now issued a consultation document 
and invited comments by 7 June 2002; (4) setting out the remit of the Review Committee; (5) detailing 
the main implications of the Review, and (6) providing, in the Appendix to the report, a proposed 
response on behalf of the Council. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed that the proposed response to the consultation document, The Review of 
Summary Justice, as contained within the Appendix to the report, be forwarded to the Review 
Committee on behalf of this Council, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

BYE-LAWS PROHIBITING THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IN DESIGNATED PLACES 

11. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 October 
2001, when it was agreed that authority be granted to evoke the formal statutory procedures to 
advertise revised bye-laws prohibiting the consumption of alcohol in designated places, there was 
submitted a report dated 12 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that, in liaison 
with the Director of Planning and Environment, the local Divisional Police Commander and the 
Regional Procurator Fiscal, new locational maps had been produced for all of the designated areas; 
(2) referring to the decision of the Council, through the Planning and Environment Committee to 
approve a proposal from residents in the Longriggend area, that the area surrounding the former 
remand institution, be renamed Upperton, to distinguish that community from area of Longriggend 
Village; (3) indicating that the inclusion of Upperton as a distinct designated area for the purposes of 
the new bye-laws was considered appropriate, and (4) seeking homologation for the action taken in 
submitting the revised bye-laws to the Scottish Ministers for confirmation. 

The Head of Legal Services orally reported that the Scottish Ministers confirmed the bye-laws on 
26 April 2002 effective from 10 June 2002. 

Decided : 

(1) that the action taken in submitting the revised bye-laws to the Scottish Ministers be 
homologated; 

(2) that it be agreed to consult with Strathclyde Police on the operational issues arising from the 
enforcement of these bye-laws; 
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(3) that it be noted that the Scottish Ministers had confirmed the bye-laws effective from 10 June 
2002, and 

(4) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

CIVIC GOVERNMENT LICENSING - LICENSING ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

12. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 23 May 2001, 
when it was agreed to appoint two Licensing Enforcement Officers to the establishment of the Legal 
Services Division of the Department of Administration for the discharge of the duties associated with 
Sections 5 and 11 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, there was submitted a report dated 
16 April 2002 by the Director of Administration advising (1) that two Licensing Enforcement Officers, 
based at Coatbridge, commenced employment on I October 2001; (2) that the establishment of the 
enforcement regime was a new initiative in North Lanarkshire and that the Council, through COSLA, is 
a signatory to the enforcement concordat, requiring enforcement to be open, fair and consistent; (3) 
that the Enforcement Officers have spent time building relationships with Strathclyde Police and have 
been principally engaged in the detection of unlicensed activity and responding to complaints 
regarding existing license holders, and (4) that the enforcement regime has also allowed the Council 
to increase its links with third party organisations such as Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 
and West of Water Scotland Authority with a view to improving enforcement matters which are 
common to both the Council and those agencies. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

BEST VALUE SERVICE REVIEWS 

(1) COMMITTEE AND CORE SERVICES 

13. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 October 
2001 when it was noted that a Best Value Service Review had been carried out in respect of the 
Committee and Core Services, there was submitted a report dated 19 April 2002 by the Director of 
Administration (1) advising of the action taken to progress issues identified following that Best Value 
Review, and (2) providing details thereon. 

Decided: 

(1) that the contents of the report be noted, and 

(2) that a further report be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee. 

(2) MEMBERS’ SERVICES 

14. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 October 
2001, when the revised target timescales to the Best Value Improvement Action Plan in respect of the 
Members’ Services Unit was approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 May 2002 by 
the Director of Administration (1) detailing the progress of the Action Plan items arising from that 
review; (2) indicating that following that review, there had been prepared, a draft guide to Members’ 
Services, as contained within the Appendix to the report; (3) advising (a) that COSLA and the Scottish 
Local Government Information Unit agreed to undertake a survey of Members’ Support Services in 
Scottish councils, culminating in a seminar “first class services for first class Councillors”, and (b) that 
the seminar was attended by three Members of the Council and the report following that survey and 
seminar had been deposited in the Members’ Library; (4) concluding that, with the exception of 
dedicated research facilities, the facilities and services provided or proposed by North Lanarkshire 
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Council substantially met the recommendations formulated following that survey, and (5) further 
advising, with regard to research facilities, the facilities available in the Members’ Library on the fourth 
floor of the Civic Centre continue to include current newspapers, and a range of periodicals for 
inspection by Members of the Council and that, for research and reference library services, Members 
continue to access the information service provided by the Department of Community Services within 
Motherwell Library. 

Decided: 

(1) that the progress of the Action Plan items in respect of the Best Value Service Review of 
Members’ Services be noted: 

(2) that the guide to Members’ Services, as contained within the Appendix to the report, be 
approved, and 

(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

(3) OFFICE SYSTEM CENTRES 

15. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2001, when a performance update was noted on the Best Value Service Review in respect of the 
Office System Centres, there was submitted a report dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of 
Administration (1) advising of the action taken to progress issues identified following that Best Value 
Review, and (2) providing details thereon. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

(4) PRINTING SERVICES 

16. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 7 June 2000, 
when a progress report on the Best Value Service Review in respect of the Printing Services was 
noted, there was submitted a report dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising 
of the action taken to progress issues identified following that Best Value Review, and (2) providing 
details thereon. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

(5) AREA REGISTRATION SERVICE 

17. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22August 
2002, when a performance update was noted on the Best Value Service Review in respect of the 
Area/Registration Service, there was submitted a report dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of 
Administration ( I )  advising of the action taken to progress issues identified following that Best Value 
Review, and (2) providing details thereon. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES 

18. There was submitted a report dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising (a) 
that the Marriage (Scotland) Act received Royal Assent on 4 April and will come into force on 25 April 
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2002; (b) that the effect of this Act is to extend the range of places at which civil marriages may be 
solemnised to include “an approved place”; (c) that Scottish Ministers may, by Regulations, make 
provision for approval by local authorities of places in their areas in which civil marriages may be 
solemnised, and (d) that when the Regulations have been promulgated, a licensing regime for 
premises within North Lanarkshire would require to be considered; (2) indicating (a) that the 
Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Bill had been introduced to the UK Parliament on 12 April 2002, 
and included a requirement that applicants for British Nationality make a citizenship, oath and pledge 
at a ceremony in the presence of a District Registrar; (b) that the Bill envisages that citizenship 
ceremonies will be organised in premises provided by local authority or elsewhere, and (c) that the 
Government will meet the basic costs of these ceremonies, although the local authority will be able to 
make additional charges for any services or accommodation provided over and above the basic 
ceremony, and (3) referring to the proposal by the Registrar General for Scotland that there be 
changes in primary legislation to enable local authorities to provide through the Registrar Service, 
ceremonies parallel to civil marriages but marking other life events such as baby naming and 
marriage affirmation ceremonies, as noted by this Committee at its meeting held on 19 December 
2001. 

Decided: 

(1) that the position be noted meantime, and 

(2) that it be agreed that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee. 

TRAINING FOR ELECTED MEMBERS 

19. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2001, when a programme for training for elected Members for 2001/2002 had been approved, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising 
that the Council had given a commitment to a systematic training programme being developed for 
elected Members; (2) seeking approval to implement the training programme for 2002/2003, as 
contained within the Appendix to the report, and (3) setting out the operational aspects with regard to 
the delivery of that training. 

Decided: that the delivery of the training programme as contained within the Appendix to the 
report be approved and noted. 

OPERATION OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS 

20. There was submitted a report dated 10 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising (a) 
that the Council’s Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils states that “North 
Lanarkshire Council and each Community Council shall exchange Council agenda and Minutes of 
their meetings”; (b) that the submission of Community Council Minutes is monitored on an ongoing 
basis, and (c) that as a result of that monitoring, and despite repeated reminders, it has come to light 
that Kildrum Community Council had, only following the most recent request, submitted backdated 
Minutes for a period of one year and Muirhouse and Flemington Community Council had not 
responded to any of the requests, and (2) seeking approval for (a) the suspension of 50% of the 
administrative grant to Kildrum Community Council for a period of six months, for the financial year 
2002/2003, and (b) the non payment of the administrative grant to Muirhouse and Flemington 
Community Council, also for that year. 
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Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed that, for the financial year 2002/2003, 50% of the administrative grant be 
suspended for a period of six months to allow monitoring of the submission of Minutes by 
Kildrum Community Council; 

(2) that it be agreed for the financial year 2002/2003 no grant be awarded to Muirhouse and 
Flemington Community Council; 

(3) that it be agreed that a final letter be issued to Muirhouse and Flemington Community Council 
requesting copies of all backdated Minutes, and 

(4) that it be agreed that (a) if following receipt of backdated Minutes by Muirhouse and 
Flemington Community Council, and (b) following a period of six months, to the satisfaction of 
the Director of Administration, the appropriate administrative grants be awarded thereafter to 
those Community Councils. 

POST OFFICE LIMITED 

21. There was submitted a report dated 8 February 2001 by the Director of Administration advising that 
correspondence had been received from Post Office Limited indicating that (1) Glenboig Post Office 
will close temporarily due to the illness of the Sub Postmaster, and in the interim, customers wishing 
to transact services should use Coatbridge Post Office at 132 Main Street, and (2) Sikeside Post 
Office will close temporarily due to the current Sub Postmaster vacancy and in the interim customers 
wishing to transact services should use Coatdyke Post Office at 305 Muiryhall Street. 

Decided: that the temporary closure of Glenboig and Sikeside Post Offices be noted. 

TOWN TWINNING 

(1) SCHWEINFURT 

22. There was submitted a report dated 23 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that 
correspondence had been received from the Secretary of Motherwell and Wishaw Amateur Swimming 
Club advising that a party of 48 would be travelling to Schweinfurt, Germany on 2 to 9 July to compete 
in a swimming gala against a Schweinfurt team, and (2) seeking financial assistance in respect of the 
visit. 

Decided: that financial assistance in terms of Council policy be awarded to the Motherwell and 
Wishaw Amateur Swimming Club in respect of the visit to Schweinfurt, Germany on 2 
to 9 July 2002. 

(2) SCHWEINFURT 

23. There was submitted a report dated 6 August 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that 
correspondence had been received from a Community Education Worker, based at Newarthill 
Community Education Centre advising that (a) a group of 15 youths and 2 leaders would be travelling 
to Schweinfurt, Germany on 18 July to 1 August 2002 to participate in an exchange visit, and (b) a 
group of approximately 17 youths and 3 leaders would be travelling from Schweinfurt to Motherwell on 
4 to 15 August 2002, and (2) seeking financial assistance in respect of both visits. 
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Decided: that financial assistance in terms of Council policy be awarded in respect of the visit to 
Schweinfurt, Germany on 18 July to 1 August 2002 and the visit from Schweinfurt on 4 
to 15 August 2002. 

(3) KILSYTH TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

24. There was submitted a report dated 23 April 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that 
correspondence had been received from the Chairman of Kilsyth Town Twinning Association advising 
that a party would be travelling from Meulan, France on 24 to 28 May 2002, and (2) seeking financial 
assistance in respect of the visit. 

Decided: that assistance in terms of Council policy be awarded to Kilsyth Town Twinning 
Association in respect of the visit from Meulan, France on 24 to 28 May 2002. 

MAYORS FOR PEACE 

25. There was submitted a report dated 1 May 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that an 
invitation had been received by the Council to join the “Mayors for Peace” organisation, and (2) 
indicating (a) that on 24 June 1982 in the United Nations, the Mayor of Hiroshima indicated a 
programme to promote the solidarity of communities towards the total abolition of nuclear weapons; 
(b) that the Council has previously declined invitations received to participate in the events organised 
under the auspices of the Mayors for Peace, and (c) that the Council had expressed its support for the 
aims and objectives of that organisation. 

Decided: that the invitation received from the Mayors of Peace organisation be declined. 

CONFERENCE 

26. There was submitted a report dated 18 April 2002 by the Director of Administration advising that one 
invitation had been received in respect of attendance at a conference and seeking that consideration 
be given to this invitation. 

Decided: that no attendance at the conference be authorised. 

The Chair being of the view that the following item of business was of an urgent nature authorised its 
consideration to enable the Council to progress the item timeously. 

Councillor Wilson declared an interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof 

SCHWEINFURT: FRANCONEA SHOW 2002 (UFRA) 

27 There was submitted a report dated 3 May 2002 by the Director of Administration (1) advising (a) that 
the Council had received an invitation to participate in the Franconea Show (UFRA) to be held in 
Schweinfurt in September 2002; (b) that in 1996 a similar invitation was received and following 
consideration, the Economic Development Committee authorised participation; (c) that in 2000 a 
further similar invitation was received and that the Economic Development Committee then declined 
to be represented, and (d) that following that decision, a letter was received from the Chairman of the 
Schweinfurt Twinning Association advising that the Association had investigated the viability of itself 
organising a North Lanarkshire stand at the event, and after discussion with officers of the 
Department of Planning and Environment, that Department agreed to contribute towards the costs of 
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participation; (2) referring to (a) the meeting of this Committee held on 23 August 2000 when it was 
agreed to award financial assistance to the Schweinfurt Twinning Association towards the costs of 
participating in the event; (b) the meeting of the Economic Development Committee on 24August 
2000 when it was subsequently agreed to authorise the attendance of the Convener of that 
Committee, and (c) the subsequent meeting of the Economic Development Committee held on 
23 September 2000 when it was noted that information on possible new economic links had been 
identified as a direct result of attendance at the event; (3) further advising (a) that the 
Oberburgermeisterin had written to invite the Council to participate in the Franconea Show 2002; (b) 
that a subsequent letter had been received from the Chairman of the Schweinfurt Twinning 
Association advising that following discussion with officers of the Economic Development Unit of the 
Department of Planning and Environment, the Twinning Association have agreed to participate on 
behalf of North Lanarkshire at this event and sought financial assistance towards the costs from the 
twinning budget, and (c) that support for this initiative from the Planning and Environment budget 
could not be confirmed in advance of consideration by that Committee, and (4) recommending that 
consideration be given to the request now received from the Chairman of the Schweinfurt Twinning 
Association on the assumption that support will be authorised by the Planning and Environment 
Committee and subject to confirmation that all other Council assistance required for participation in 
this event will be provided from that source. 

Decided: that it be agreed that, subject to favourable consideration and approval of the further 
assistance required by or on behalf of the Planning and Environment Committee, a 
contribution not exceeding f3,000 to the costs of participation by the Schweinfurt 
Twinning Association in the Franconea Show 2002 be made for the Twinning Budget. 
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