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Subject: BYE-LAWS PROHIBITING THE CONSUMPTION 
OF ALCOHOL IN DESIGNATED PLACES 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 31 July 2002 I Ref: WBWKH 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of information provided by 
Strathclyde Police in connection with enforcement of the bye-laws prohibiting the 
consumption of alcohol in designated places. 

2. Background 

2.1 a At the meeting of the General Purposes Committee on 8 May 2002, a report was 
presented advising the Committee of the progress made in respect of updating the 
bye-laws. The new, updated bye-laws were confirmed by the Scottish Ministers on 
26 April 2002 and came into force on 10 June 2002. At the said meeting, certain 
members of the Committee suggested that there was anecdotal evidence that the 
bye-laws were having little or no impact in certain areas and the view was expressed 
that local policing in that connection may be inadequate. The Committee requested 
that the Director of Administration write to Chief Superintendent Thomas Buchan, the 
local Divisional Commander for Strathclyde Police, raising those concerns and 
inviting him to a future Committee meeting. 

2.2. The Director of Administration wrote to the Divisional Commander in the terms 
requested. The Divisional Commander responded advising that his policy of 
accountability is, and always will be, an “open door policy”, whereby elected 
members may contact him at any time either individually or collectively. He advised 
that if, through members’ contact with him, it is agreed that a formal meeting is the 
best way forward, then he would be pleased to participate. He invited details of 
specific concerns to be raised with him in order that he may address those. 

2.3. The Divisional Commander provided the following statistics:- 

Between 1 April 2001 and 31 March 2002, 1,247 persons were reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal on alleged contraventions of the bye-laws. That figure 
represented a 28% increase on the previous year’s figures. 

0 A further 186 persons were warned and the alcohol was confiscated. (The 
Divisional Commander reiterated that the offence is only completed when there is 
evidence that persons have actually been seen to consume alcohol and that 
possession in itself is not an offence). 

0 Between 1 November 2001 and 30 March 2002, 368 persons were reported, 18 
of whom were under 16 years of age. 

During the period 1 April 2002 to 30 April 2002, 145 persons were charged with 
alleged contraventions of the bye-laws and a further 11 persons were warned. 
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2.4. The Divisional Commander also advised that he has raised the matter with the 
Procurators Fiscal at Airdrie and Hamilton. The Procurator Fiscal at Airdrie has 
advised that his departmental policy is to deal with contraventions by way of a 
Procurator Fiscal’s fixed penalty on a scale of f25 - f50, depending on the 
circumstances. The Procurator Fiscal at Hamilton has advised that his departmental 
policy is to deal with contraventions by way of a Procurator Fiscal’s fixed penalty in 
the sum of f30. 

2.5. Finally, the Divisional Commander referred to having discussed an “anti-public 
drinking” initiative with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council. 

2.6. In summary, the Divisional Commander has provided statistical information in respect 
of enforcement of the bye-laws. He has given an indication that his attendance at a 
meeting of the Committee is not, in the first instance, his preferred option for 
addressing concerns and has invited members to contact him directly with any 
specific concerns. He has indicated that if such discussions suggest that a “formal” 
meeting is the most appropriate way forward, then he will be pleased to participate. 

3. Corporate Considerations 

3.1. Nothing in this report should impact on the Council’s corporate policies or positions. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1. The Committee is asked to note the Divisional Commander’s position in respect of 
enforcement of the bye-laws prohibiting the consumption of alcohol in designated 
places. 

Director of Administrat 16 n 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact Kenny 
Hanna way, Senior Solicitor (Licensing) at Extension 22 14. 

k 

5 5  
I:\REPORlMLCOHOL.KH.doc\PA 


