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Purpose of Report 

The report advises the Committee of the provisions of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 
with regard to civil marriages outwith Registration Offices and recommends interim 
measures to address this issue. 

Bac kgrou nd 

The Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 makes provision for civil marriages to be conducted in 
places other than Registration Offices, and a separate report to this Committee makes 
recommendations regarding consideration of applications for approval of such places. 
C'hl marriages can be conducted only by a Registrar or Assistant Registrar duly 
authorised for that purpose. There are, accordingly, significant implications for the 
registration service and this report contains recommendations in that regard. 

The purpose of the legislation is to extend the range of choice open to the public with 
regard to civil marriages and a number of Councils in Scotland are giving consideration to 
extending, also, the days and hours during which civil marriages may be solemnised. 

Current Position 

Following the establishment of North Lanarkshire Council, the provision of civil marriages 
was extended to include Saturday civil marriages throughout North Lanarkshire. It is, 
accordingly, currently the case that civil marriages can be celebrated in Registration 
Offices - including Colzium House and the New Town Hall, Cumbernauld - between the 
hours of 9.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. on Mondays, between the hours of 9.00 a.m. and 
4.00 p.m. on Tuesdays - Fridays and between the hours of 12.30 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. on 
Saturdays. 

Following the passing of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 a number of Councils 
throughout Scotland are extending civil marriage provision to include weekday evening 
marriages and civil marriages on Sundays. In some cases these proposals are linked with 
proposals to authorise persons who are not permanent employees of the Council to 
conduct civil marriages on a fee rather than a salary basis. 

Proposals 

The desire for civil marriages outwith Registration Offices - and the desire for civil 
marriages outwith current hours - cannot be predicted with any certainty at this stage. 
For that reason it is suggested that the Council adopt interim proposals to address this 
issue. 

Civil Marriages Outwith Registration Offices 
64 



4.2 Within North Lanarkshire there are, currently, 24 officers authorised to conduct civil 
marriages and it is recommended that, if at all possible, North Lanarkshire Council adhere 
to the current position of civil marriages being conducted only by duly authorised 
permanent employees of the Council. 

4.3 Given the extension of days and hours during which civil marriages can be solemnised in 
other areas of Scotland, it is not recommended that the Council restrict civil marriages in 
North Lanarkshire to the current hours and days. Rather it is recommended that the 
Council agree to maintain the existing position regarding the conduct of marriages within 
Registration Offices and, further, agree that, subject to the availability of registration staff, 
civil marriages can be conducted both within and at approved places outwith Registration 
Offices also on evenings and on Sundays. 

5. Fees 

5.1 The Regulations provide that an authority may determine a fee in respect of the 
attendance by authorised Registrars at approved places which will not exceed the amount 
which reasonably represents the costs incurred or to be incurred directly or indirectly by 
the local registration authority. The amount of the fee will, accordingly, require to contain 
a core element to cover overheads and to reflect the costs incurred in arranging the 
attendance, in approving the physical arrangements prior to the ceremony, in 
remuneration of the Registrar, in any stand-by arrangements and in payment of travel 
expenses. These costs will clearly vary depending on the venue but it is recommended 
that the Council approve a scale of fees for conducting marriages outwith Registration 
Offices in the following classes: 

0 

0 

0 Marriages on Saturdays 
0 Marriages on Sundays 

Marriages during normal weekday working hours 
Marriages on weekdays outwith normal working hours 

5.2 It is recommended, also, that there be a supplement in the case of a marriage celebrated 
in a place with temporary consent and in any other case in which it is considered that two 
officers require to be present. It is further recommended that a non-refundable deposit of 
50% of the relevant fee require to be payable at the time of the making of the arrangement 
with the remainder of the fee being payable not less than seven days prior to the date of 
the ceremony. 

5.3 Having regard to the obligation on the holder of a period approval to make him or herself 
or another responsible person available to the Registrar throughout the ceremony it is 
proposed that, in the majority of ceremonies in a place holding a period approval, only one 
Registrar attend but, in any special circumstance - as determined by the Director of 
Administration -two members of staff attend. In the case of a place holding a temporary 
approval it is recommended that two members of staff attend each ceremony. 

5.4 The costs incurred or to be incurred by the local registration authority will include the costs 
of payment to the officiating Registrar and other staff required to be present. Discussions 
to identify an appropriate level of fee are ongoing and it is proposed that authority be 
delegated to the Director of Administration, after consultation with the Conveners of the 
General Purposes Committee and the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee 
to determine the basis and level of payment and, after consultation with the Convener of 
the General Purposes Committee, to determine the level of fees. 
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Cross Boundary Issues 

A further complication exists with regard to areas, such as North Lanarkshire, in which the 
boundary of the registration district extends into the area of an adjoining authority. The 
Registrar General has indicated his intention to re-define registration boundaries to accord 
with local authority boundaries, and it is likely that this will be done next year. In the 
meantime North Lanarkshire registration service serves a small area of Falkirk and a 
significant area of South Lanarkshire. The licensing authority for the premises in each of 
those areas is, respectively, Falkirk Council and South Lanarkshire Council and the 
legislation provides that the licensing authority shall set the fees for attendance of a 
Registrar but that the fee will be payable to the registration authority. 

This is clearly an unsatisfactory situation and one which should be, if possible, avoided. 
In the case of South Lanarkshire any rationalisation of boundaries at this stage would 
affect a large number of people: for that reason it is recommended that there be, at this 
time, no rationalisation of boundaries with South Lanarkshire but that there be close 
liaison with South Lanarkshire Council to give effect to the legislative provision. The 
position with regard to Falkirk is, however, different. Within the area in question there is 
one venue which is likely to prove attractive for civil marriages, but few other residents. It 
is, accordingly, suggested that consideration be given to liaising with Falkirk Council in an 
approach to the Registrar General to seek adjustment of the registration district boundary 
to accord with the local authority boundary in that area. 

Monitoring 

It is recommended that the interim arrangements be monitored and, after an appropriate 
period, that a further report be submitted to Committee detailing the extent of demand for 
extended hours and day provision and the extent to which, with current resources, it has 
been possible to satisfy that demand. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee approve the foregoing proposals and remit the 
report, for consideration, to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee. 

of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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