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Purpose of Report 

This report advises of the provisions of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 with regard to 
the approval of places other than Registration Offices, for the conduct of civil marriages 
and recommends a system to deal with applications for approval of such places. 

Background 

The Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002, the purpose of which is to extend the range of places 
within which civil marriages can be conducted to include, in addition to Registration 
Offices, other places approved by the local authority, came into force on 25 April 2002. 
The Marriage (Approval of Places) (Scotland) Regulations 2002, came into force on 
10 June 2002. Those Regulations contain detailed provisions regarding the process of 
approval of places, and make reference to Guidance to be issued by the Registrar 
General for Scotland. That Guidance was also issued on 10 June 2002. 

The effect of the Act, Regulations and Guidance is that applications may be made to local 
authorities for either a period approval, being an approval for a place which will remain 
valid from the date on which it is granted for a period of three years or such lesser period 
as a local authority may determine, or for a temporary approval which will be valid only for 
the date stated in the temporary approval for the conduct of the marriage unless the 
authority agrees to amend that date. 

Proposals 

Applications for both period approval and temporary approval require to be in writing. In 
each case, as soon as practicable after receiving an application, the local authority is 
bound to give public notice identifying the place and the applicant, stating, in the case of a 
temporary approval, the date and time of the intended civil marriage, giving notice of the 
right to lodge objections and stating the address at which the application can be inspected 
and to which such objections should be given. The local authority, in determining any 
application, is bound to consider any objection made to the local authority within 21 days 
from the date on which public notice was given. 

The local authority is required not to grant an approval if, in its opinion, the place will 
compromise the solemnity and dignity of civil marriage, the place has a recent or 
continuing connection with any religion or religious practice which would be incompatible 
with the use of that place for the solemnisation of civil marriages or the place does not 
fulfil any other reasonable requirement which the authority considers appropriate to 
ensure that the facilities provided at the place are suitable. In the case of a period 
approval, the authority is, further, required not to grant an application if, in its opinion, the 
applicant is not a fit and proper person. 
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There will be consultation with the Registrar for the registration district within which the 
place is situated to ensure that adequate information is available to reach a determination. 
It is proposed also that, prior to granting any application, the Council consult the local 
member, with Strathclyde Police, with Strathclyde Fire Brigade and, with regard to building 
control, environmental services and, if appropriate, roads, the Director of Planning and 
Environment. 

Having regard to the requirement for public notice, and to afford time to consider an 
application in light of any objection received, it is recommended that the Council agree 
that all applications for approval require to be lodged with the Council not later than the 
516'~ day prior to, in the case of a temporary approval, the date on which it is proposed that 
the ceremony take place and, in the case of a period approval, the first date on which it is 
proposed that a civil marriage take place. 

Conditions of Approval 

The Marriage (Approval of Places) (Scotland) Regulations provide that every period 
approval requires to be subject to, in addition to such conditions as the local authority may 
determine, standard conditions. Those standard conditions are reproduced in the 
appendix to this report. 

Delegation of Powers 

It is proposed that power be delegated to the Director of Administration to consider and, if 
appropriate, approve, subject to such additional conditions as he may consider 
appropriate, all applications received in respect of which no objection has been lodged 
and no adverse comment received as a result of the process of consultation. 

It is further proposed that, in any case in which an objection is received, adverse comment 
is made as part of the consultation process or, for any other reason, the Director of 
Administration is of the view that the application should not be granted that the matter be 
referred, for determination, to the General Purposes (Licensing) Sub-Committee, and that 
powers be delegated accordingly to that Sub-Committee. 

Fees 

The 2002 Regulations provide that the local authority may determine fees in respect of 
applications for approval and for renewal of approval. It is open to the local authority to 
determine fees for a particular class of application or, alternatively, to determine a fee for 
any particular application. It is provided that the fee shall not exceed the amount which 
reasonably represents the costs incurred or to be incurred by the authority in respect of 
the application or the average costs in respect of applications for that particular class as 
the case may be. 

Having regard to the process of consultation and the requirement to give public notice of 
applications, it is recommended that the Council agree that a fee of f500 be payable in 
respect of applications for period approval and f400 in respect of applications for 
temporary approval. It is recommended, also, that those fees be kept under review to 
ensure that the costs incurred by the Council in determining the applications are 
adequately covered. 
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7. Recommendation 

7.1 It is recommended that the Committee approve the foregoing proposals and recommend 
accordingly to the Council. 

to'r of Administration 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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APPENDIX 

STANDARD CONDITIONS TO BE ATTACHED TO PERIOD APPROVALS 

1. The approval holder is responsible for compliance with these conditions and must 
make arrangements to ensure that in his or her absence a person of suitable 
responsibility is available in this regard. 

2. The approval holder (or his or her delegate) shall be available in or at the approved 
place for a minimum of one hour prior to each civil marriage ceremony and throughout 
the ceremony itself. 

3. The approval holder must notify the authority immediately of any change to any of the 
following - 

(a) the nature of the approved place from that described in the application for 
approval ; 

(b) the name, description and full postal address (if any) of the approved place; and 

(c) the address of the approval holder. 

4. Where a person is deemed to be an approval holder under regulation 17, that person 
shall be obliged to notify the authority immediately of that fact in accordance with 
regulation 17(2). 

5. The approved place must be made available for inspection by the authority at all 
reasonable times. 

6. No food or drink may be sold or dispensed or consumed in any approved place in 
which a marriage ceremony is to take place within one hour prior to that ceremony or 
during the ceremony itself, except where the ceremony takes place in a separate room 
or similarly defined space within the approved place in which case this restriction shall 
apply only to that room or space. 

7. The arrangements made by the approval holder for each civil marriage ceremony must 
meet with the prior written approval of the district registrar of the registration district in 
which the approved place is situated. 

8. (1) Any reference to an approved place on any sign or notice, or on any stationery or 
publication, or within any advertisement, relating to that place may state, subject 
to sub-paragraph (2), that the approved place has been approved by the 
authority as a venue for civil marriages in pursuance of the Act and if it does so, 
must state that such an approval does not bind the authority to perform or 
provide a service without prior consultation with and agreement of said authority. 

(2) Any reference under (1) above shall not state or imply any recommendation of 
the approved place or its facilities by the authority, the Registrar General or any 
of the officers or employees of either of them. 
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