
GENERAL PURPOSES - 27 August 2003 

Motherwell, 27 August 2003 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Holloway, Convener; Councillor Saunders, Vice-Convener; Councillors Barrie, Chadha, Curley, 
Devine, Gorman, Gormill, Homer, Love, McAuley, McKenna, J. Martin, Shields, Stocks and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Holloway (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Director of Administration; Head of Central Services; Head of Legal Services, and Senior Accountant, 
Department of Finance. 

APOLOGIES 

Provost Connelly, Councillors Burrows and McCabe. 

GENERAL PURPOSES (LICENSING) SUB-COMMITTEE 

1. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings and Special meetings of the General Purposes 
(Licensing) Sub-Committee held on 24,25 and 30 June and 11 and 18 August 2003. 

Decided: that the Minutes of the meetings and Special meetings of the General Purposes 
(Licensing) Sub-Committee held on 24, 25 and 30 June and 11 and 18 August 2003 be 
approved and noted. 

GENERAL PURPOSES (PUBLIC PROCESSIONS) SUB-COMMITTEE 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the Special meetings of the General Purposes (Public 
Processions) Sub-Committee held on 13 June 2003. 

Decided: that the Minutes of the special meetings of the General Purposes (Public Processions) 
Sub-Committee held on 13 June 2003 be approved and noted. 

CIVIC FUNCTIONS GROUP 

3. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Civic Functions Group held on 13 August 2003. 

Decided: that the Minute of the meeting of the Civic Functions Group held on 13 August 2003 be 
approved and noted. 
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200212003 OUTTURN REPORT - DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION (EXCLUDING PERSONNEL) 
1 APRIL 2003 TO 31 MARCH 2003 

4. There was submitted a report dated 6 August 2003 by the Director of Administration detailing for the 
period from 1 April 2002 to 31 March 2003 outturn expenditure and income against the estimates 
contained in the 2002/2003 budget for the Central Services Division, including separate details in 
respect of the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages, and for the Legal Services Division of the 
Department of Administration. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

2002/2003 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT - DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION (EXCLUDING 
PERSONNEL) I APRIL TO 18 JULY 2003 

5. There was submitted a report dated 1 August 2003 by the Director of Administration detailing for the 
period from 1 April to 18 July 2003, provisional outturn expenditure and income against the estimates 
contained in the 2003/2004 budget for the Central Services Division, including separate details in 
respect of the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages, and for the Legal Services Division of the 
Department of Administration. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

PRIVATE HIRE CAR LICENSING - PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE SPECIFICATIONS 

6. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 February 
2003 when the draft minimum vehicle specifications for private hire cars was approved, there was 
submitted a report dated 5 August 2003 by the Director of Administration advising that (1) the principal 
effect of the approval of the vehicle specifications was to permit private hire operators to make use of 
people carrier type vehicles; (2) during the initial stages of assessing the detailed technical criteria 
which should apply to such vehicles, the Council's Transport Manager had indicated that the entrance 
height from the ground level to the top of the bottom sill of the door entrance should not exceed 350 
mm; (3) the main reasons for stipulating a maximum entrance height was to ensure that larger 
vehicles remain reasonably accessible to the elderly and people with disabilities; (4) the Council's 
Transport Manager has since confirmed that the entrance height provided for people carrier type 
vehicles in the private hire vehicle specifications was slightly restrictive and now considers the 
maximum entrance height could be amended to 370 mm, and (5) recommending that alteration. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed that the private hire vehicle specifications reflect a maximum permitted 
entrance height of 370 mm, measured to the top of the door sill, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

MARRIAGE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 - CIVIL MARRIAGES OUTWITH REGISTRATION OFFICES - 
APPROVAL OF PREMISES 

L 

7. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 August 
2002 when it was agreed, inter alia, that following consideration of the provisions of the Marriage 
(Scotland) Act 2002 and t h m a m g e  (Approval of Places) (Scotland) Regulations, authority be 
delegated to the Director of Administration to consider and approve all applications received in 
respect of civil marriages outwith registration offices, there was submitted a report dated 6 August 
2003 by the Director of Administration (1) detailing venues outwith registration offices for which period 
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approvals for civil marriages had been granted; (2) indicating that a temporary approval had been 
granted in respect of a ceremony in a private dwellinghouse, and (3) advising that in the period since 
approval of those arrangements, a total of 55 requests had been received for the conduct of civil 
marriages outwith registration offices, and that within the staffing resources available, all but four of 
these requests had been accommodated. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

THE MARRIAGE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 - CONDUCT OF CIVIL MARRIAGES 

8. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 August 
2002 when, following the passing of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 it was agreed, on an interim 
basis, that civil marriage provision be extended to include weekday evening marriages and civil 
marriages on a Sunday, there was submitted a report dated 6 August 2003 by the Director of 
Administration (1) advising that in the period since that decision, there had been a total of five 
requests for civil marriages within the extended period agreed by this Committee, for which it was 
possible to accommodate all five requests, and (2) recommended that, given the extent of demand for 
the provision of civil marriages during the extended hours and days, the interim arrangements be 
confirmed on a permanent basis. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted the extent of demand for the provision of civil marriages during the extended 
hours and days; 

(2) that the interim arrangements, that civil marriage provision be so extended be confirmed on a 
permanent basis, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee. 

CONSULTATION - CITIZENSHIP CEREMONIES 

9. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 May 2002 
when it was noted that the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Bill had been introduced to the UK 
Parliament on 12 April 2002, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7August 2003 by the 
Director of Administration (1) advising (a) that the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002, 
which received Royal assent on 7 November 2002, includes provision that all applicants, aged 18 
years or over, for naturalisation or registration as a British Citizen, are required to take a citizenship 
oath and pledge at a citizenship ceremony; (b) that in Scotland, these ceremonies, oaths and pledges, 
require to be administered by Registrars, who are currently responsible for the civil preliminaries to 
marriage, conducting civil marriage ceremonies and for registration of births, death and marriages, 
and (c) that the Immigration and Nationality Policy Directorate of the Home Office had issued a 
consultation document on the form and content of citizenship ceremonies, to which responses are 
invited by 17 October 2003; (2) setting out the operational arrangements as contained within the 
consultation document, and (3) detailing in the Appendix to the report questions posed within that 
document together with the Council's response. 

Decided: 

(1) that authority be delegated to the Director of Administration to respond to the consultation 
document entitled "Citizenship Ceremonies" as contained within the Appendix to the report, 
and 

(2) that the content of the report be otherwise noted. 
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MEMBERS TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 

10. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 May 2002 
when the delivery of a Training Programme for elected Members was approved, there was submitted 
a report dated 11 August 2003 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that the current 
programme of training consists principally of training sessions on a calendar of various dates, access 
to the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) accreditation and an accredited course developed 
in conjunction with Motherwell College; (2) indicating that it had been suggested that, in addition, the 
Council's Training Programme could be enhanced if the Council were to directly finance and support 
individual courses and qualifications, possibly at HNC or HND level for individual Members of the 
Council; (3) further advising that such a course of study would require to be specifically justified so as 
to enhance the ability of elected Members to carry out their Council duties in order for Council 
resources to be deployed in meeting such requirements, and (4) enclosing, as an Appendix to the 
report, an application form which would facilitate assessment of any such requests received from 
elected Members. 

Decided: 

(1) that authority be delegated to the Director of Administration, in consultation with the Convener 
and Vice-Convener to determine individual applications for courses and qualifications from 
Members of the Council, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

MEMBERS EQUIPMENT 

11. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 October 
2001 when it was agreed to extend a pilot project to make home based information technology 
facilities available to all Members of the Council who wished them, there was submitted a report dated 
21 August 2003 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that an elected Member who, due to 
space constraints, had difficulty in accommodating a home based PC, had approached the Council 
with the proposal that a laptop be provided; (2) providing details thereon, and (3) recommending that 
as a pilot project one laptop be provided in order that maintenance costs may be ascertained. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be approved and noted. 

192 DIRECTORY ENQUIRY SERVICE 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 August 2003 by the Director of Administration (1) 
advising (a) that Oftel, the Telecommunications Regulator, decided some time ago to end the 
directory enquiry service accessed from 192 to allow companies other than BT to compete to provide 
that service, and (b) that since December 2002 consumers have been able to apply a range of 
different directory enquiry services using various numbers beginning with 118 and that the period of 
parallel running of the current 192 number and the new 118 numbers will cease on 24 August 2003; 
(2) indicating that as part of the budget review for the financial year 2000/01 the Council determined to 
introduce an in-house substitute for the 192 Enquiry Service and as a result of difficulties with the 
supplier and subsequent problems identified with the product, implementation of the in-house 
provisions was only effected earlier this year; (3) referring to the current system providers of 
telecommunications to the Civic Centre and to the Council Offices at Bron Way, Cumbernauld and the 
Council offices linked to those telephone systems, and the Municipal Buildings, Coatbridge; (4) setting 
out considerations as to the most cost effective methods of dealing with the cessation of the 192 
Directory Enquiry Service; (5) further indicating that where there are personal computers with access 
to the Internet, a directory enquiry service will remain available through the www.BT.com site which 
permits a user to receive a daily credit of ten free searches of their directory enquiry service, and (6) 
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proposing, inter alia, that the Council continue with the arrangements recently put into place for the in- 
house Directory Enquiry Service. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be approved and noted. 

LOCAL PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2004 FOR FACTORIES AND BUSINESSES 

13. There was submitted a report dated 26 July 2003 by the Director of Administration regarding the 
determination of local public holidays for the year 2004 for factories and businesses in North 
Lanarkshire. 

Decided: 

(1) that the following dates be determined as local public holidays in North Lanarkshire for 2004 
for factories and businesses, viz:- 

Thursday, 1 and Friday, 2 January 2004; 
Monday, 12 April 2004 
Monday, 3 and Monday 31 May 2004 
Monday , I 9  July 2004 
Monday, 27 September 2004 
Monday, 27 and Tuesday, 28 December 2004, and 

(2) that it be noted that the proposals with regard to staff holidays will be the subject of a 
separate report to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee. 

TWINNING 

(1) ST. DENIS 

14. There was submitted a report dated 21 August 2003 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that 
an approach had been received from the Municipality of St. Denis requesting the Council to 
participate in the second European Forum of Local Authorities for Social Inclusion to be held in 
St. Denis between 11 and 13 November 2003; (2) indicating that it was anticipated that the Council 
would assist in the organisation and facilitation of a workshop devoted to the development of public 
services and services of general interest with the towns, and (3) providing details thereon. 

Decided: 

(1) that the request from the Municipality of St. Denis that the Council participate in the second 
European Forum of Local Authorities for Social Inclusion to be held in St. Denis between the 
11 and 13 November 2003 be approved, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

(2) SCHWEINFURT 

15. There was submitted a report dated 8 August 2003 by the Director of Administration (1) advising of 
action taken, after consultation with the Convener, in awarding financial assistance to Schweinfurt 
Twinning Association in respect of a twinning visit from Schweinfurt during June 2003, and (2) seeking 
homologation in this respect. 
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Decided: that the action taken, after consultation with the Convener, in awarding financial 
assistance to Schweinfurt Twinning Association in respect of a twinning visit from 
Schweinfurt during June 2003 be homologated. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS - AFFILIATION 

16. There was submitted a report dated 8 August 2003 by the Director of Administration (1) advising that 
during the summer recess, and after consultation with the Convener, the Council affiliated to the 
National Association of Councillors for the current year at a cost of f 15 per member, and (2) seeking 
homologation in this respect. 

Decided: that the action taken, after consultation with the Convener, in affiliating to the National 
Association of Councillors for the current year be homologated. 

CONFERENCES 

17. There was submitted a report dated 8 August 2003 by the Director of Administration advising that four 
invitations had been received in respect of attendance at conferences and seeking that consideration 
be given to the invitations. 

Decided: that no attendance be authorised. 
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