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Purpose of Report 

The report submits, for the consideration of the Committee, proposals for utilising the 
allocation within the current year’s Capital Programme for development of the Registration 
Service. 

Background 

Contained within the current year’s Capital Programme is provision for f100,OOO in 
connection with RegistrationlDistrict Court. Having regard to the decision of the 
Committee on 4 June 2003 that Coatbridge Registration Office be relocated to the new 
development on the site of the former Municipal Baths, Main Street, Coatbridge, that 
project was considered to be the priority registration project and it was envisaged that the 
provision of f 100,000 would facilitate such relocation. 

At its meeting on 25 August 2004 the Committee noted that work had not, as yet, started 
on the new baths site development and, at its meeting on 27 October 2004, the 
Committee approved interim measures to facilitate disabled access to the Registration 
Service in Coatbridge. 

Included, as a key action in the approved Service Plan for the Department of 
Administration, is the exploration of the potential to enhance genealogical search facilities 
available in North Lanarkshire through the development of one or more family research 
centre. 

Current Position and Proposals 

Work has not as yet started on the new baths site development, and the interim measures 
to facilitate disabled access to the Registration Service in Coatbridge remain in place. It 
is, accordingly, appropriate to consider, in the context of the development of the 
Registration Service, other priorities. 

The roll-out, by the Registrar General for Scotland, of the Digital lmaging of Genealogical 
Records for Scotland’s People (DIGROS) and the Forward Electronic Register (FER) 
projects has, after delay, now encompassed all Registration Offices within North 
Lanarkshire and, on the basis of experience of the operation of those systems, it is 
considered that it is now feasible to enhance the genealogical search facilities available in 
North Lanarkshire. It is, accordingly proposed to devote the sum of f100,OOO to the 
development of the Registration Service through the establishment of genealogical search 
faci! i ties. 
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3.3 As *previously noted by Committee, there are staffing implications for development of 
services provided by the Registration Service. The position will be monitored and a 
further report including proposals on fees chargeable will be submitted to a future meeting 
of the Committee. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee agree that, having regard to the current position of 
the .new baths site development, the sum of f 100,000 contained within the current year’s 
Capital Programme be utilised for the development of the Registration Service through the 
development of genealogical search facilities. 

ector of Administration P 
Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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