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Purpose of Report 

The report advises of additional duties imposed by the Civil Partnership Act 2004 and 
submits implementation proposals and proposals in relation to fees chargeable for events 
taking place outwith Registration Offices. 

Background 

In terms of the Civil Partnership Act 2004, provision is now made for the registration, by 
the Registration Service, of civil partnerships. Those provisions will come into effect on 
5 December 2005. 

The Committee, at its meeting on 14 January 2004, approved Registration Service 
arrangements and fees for marking life events. Those fees introduced a differential for 
events taking place outwith Registration Offices depending on the presence of an escort 
and include a fee f 1 0  higher to reflect the absence of a statutory registration fee. At its 
meeting on 18 May 2005, the Committee approved a revised scale of fees payable to 
Registration staff for the conduct of business outwith normal hours. 

It is anticipated that statutory fees for the registration of civil partnerships will be 
introduced. 

Having regard to subsequent experience it is considered that the differential associated 
with escorts in relation to events taking place outwith Registration Offices is no longer 
appropriate. 

Proposals 

It is proposed that, with immediate effect, the provision to vary fees for events taking place 
outwith Registration Offices when an escort is not present be removed. 

It is further proposed that, with effect from 5 December, the provisions and fees approved 
by the Committee for ceremonies marking life events and for conduct of business outwith 
normal hours apply, also, to such arrangements for civil partnership registration with the 
exception of the f 10 uplift in fees referred to in paragraph 2.2. 

As noted previously by the Committee, there are Registration Service staff resource 
impjications for the provision of any additional services and the position is being closely 
monitored. It is proposed to include in the general resource monitoring the staffing 
implications of the foregoing proposals. 
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4. Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee 

1 note the additional duties imposed on the Registration Service by the Civil 
Partnership Act 2004; 

1 agree that the provision whereby fees for events taking place outwith Registration 
Offices could be varied in cases in which an escort is not present no longer apply; 

and . agree that, with effect from 5 December 2005, the provisions and fees approved by 
the Committee for ceremonies marking life events and for conduct of business outwith 
normal hours apply, also, to such arrangements for civil partnership registration with 
the exception of the f 10 uplift referred to in paragraph 2.2. 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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