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1. Purpose of Report 

1 .I The report refers to the introduction, in 2004, of citizenship ceremonies and advises of the 
citizenship ceremonies which have been performed in North Lanarkshire in the ensuing 
two year period. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Committee, at its meeting on 10 March 2004, noted the requirement under the 
Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 that the registration service provide 
citizenship ceremonies. At that meeting the Committee approved detailed arrangements 
for the provision of such ceremonies within North Lanarkshire. 

3. implementation 

3.1 By September 2005, a total of 81 citizens have participated in ceremonies in North 
Lanarkshire. In terms of numbers of citizens eligible for ceremonies, North Lanarkshire is 
currently seventh among local authorities in Scotland - attached as an Appendix to this 
report is a table showing the position of all Scottish local authorities as at August 2005. 

3.2 Prior to the introduction of such ceremonies it was not anticipated that within North 
Lanarkshire there would be a significant number of large-scale ceremonies: rather it was 
considered that the norm would be individual or small group ceremonies and it was 
against that background that the Committee approved citizenship ceremony 
arrangements. This has proved to be the case: for the 81 citizens, the Council has 
organised a total of 21 ceremonies. The largest of those ceremonies involved 6 citizens, 
and 6 ceremonies have involved only one citizen. 

3.3 31 % of customer questionnaires were returned in 2005. Responses indicate 83% 
considered the ceremony to be excellent and 17% considered the ceremony to be good. 
100% indicated they were treated fairly and sensitively. 

4. Considerations 

4.1 The financial arrangements for such ceremonies involve receipt by the Council from the 
gov.ernment of a fixed fee of €68.00 per citizen - and, for local authorities conducting 
large-scale ceremonies, this is clearly economically advantageous. The position is, 
however, different for local authorities conducting small-scale ceremonies and 
consideration is currently being given at inter authority level, to representations in this 
regard. No additional fee is charged by North Lanarkshire Council, with the exception of 
citizens requesting individual ceremonies: in such cases, an additional fee of €68.00 is 
charged. 
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4.2 The arrangements approved by Committee involved citizenship ceremonies taking place 
within marriage accommodation of Registration Offices. In light of subsequent 
experience, however, it is suggested that consideration be given to extending this service 
also to citizenship ceremonies within approved places outwith Registration Offices at the 
fee applicable to ceremonies for life events other than civil marriages. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee 

0 note the position 

and 

0 agree to extend provision of citizenship ceremonies to approved places outwith 
Registration Offices. 

ector of Administration P Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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