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Purpose of Report 

The report advises of the publication of the Local Electoral Administration and Registration 
Services (Scotland) Bill and of its implications for the delivery of registration services in 
North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

The Committee, at its meeting on 9 March 2005, noted a consultation being undertaken 
by the Registrar General on the provision of registration services in Scotland and 
approved a response. 

Following the conclusion of that consultation exercise, and having taken account of 
responses received, the Scottish Executive have published the Local Electoral 
Administration and Registration Services (Scotland) Bill which, if enacted, will bring about 
significant changes in the provision of registration services. 

Provisions of the Bill 

Reorganisation of Local Registration Districts 

The Bill amends the current Act to realign registration district boundaries to coincide with 
Council boundaries. The effect of this provision, if enacted, will be the reduction - from 
eight to one - in the number of registration districts served by North Lanarkshire Council. 
the Council will be able to provide registration services from eight local offices - the 
existing provisions whereby the registration office for a registration district may comprise 
principal and subordinate premises are not affected by the Bill - but the realignment of 
boundaries in North Lanarkshire will result in the transfer of registration services from 
North Lanarkshire Council to South Lanarkshire Council in respect of Bothwell and the 
part of Uddingston which lies within South Lanarkshire. 

Opening Hours 

The Bill makes provision for different offices within a registration district to have different 
hours of business. This is a helpful provision as, subject to the approval of the Registrar 
General, the Council will be able to determine the opening hours for each office taking 
account of customer demand and staffing levels. 
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3.3 Registration of Births 

At present a birth can be registered only in the registration district where the birth occurred 
or the registration district where the mother is usually resident and, to register a birth, it is 
necessary that the person registering the birth attend personally at the registration office 
and sign the register in the presence of the Registrar. The Bill proposes to change the 
current provision by permitting the registration of a birth in any registration district in 
Scotland. It also includes an additional provision whereby a person registering a birth will 
have the option of either attending, personally, at a registration office - as at present - or 
submitting to the Registrar by a prescribed means a birth registration form concerning the 
birth completed by the person registering the birth and attested in a prescribed manner. 
This alternative provision is designed to pave the way for electronic registration. It will, 
however, become effective only when regulations are produced prescribing the means by 
which the form is to be submitted and attested. In the Council’s submission on the 
consultation, the Council acknowledged the convenience of e-registration but highlighted 
the need for effective and reliable security mechanisms to prevent fraud. It will, 
accordingly, be necessary that any regulations make provision for adequate security 
mechanisms. The Bill itself obliges National Health Service Health Boards to provide to 
the Registrar General information about every birth in their area. This information will be 
made available by the Registrar General to District Registrars, and this information will 
provide a degree of security in the form of corroboration of information provided in the 
birth registration form. 

3.4 Re-registration of Births 

Re-registration of births - for example where a child’s parents marry after the birth 
registration - is currently carried out by the Registrar General. The Bill expands the 
circumstances in which re-registration of births is possible and, also, empowers the 
Registrar General, by regulations, to prescribe cases or classes of cases in which a birth 
may be re-registered by a District Registrar. 

3.5 Registration of Deaths 

The provisions enabling the registration of births in any registration district in Scotland and 
the provisions paving the way for e-registration of births are mirrored in respect of the 
registration of deaths. 

3.6 Notification of Births, Deaths and Marriages to Public Bodies 

The Bill makes provision for the Registrar General, at the request of an informant and in 
return for a fee, to give official notification of a birth, death, marriage or change of name to 
nominated private sector bodies - e.g. insurance firms, banks, solicitors, utility companies 
etc. The Bill makes provision, also, for third parties to ask the Registrar General to notify 
them of the death of a person if and when it occurs in Scotland in return for a fee to be 
prescribed. 

3.7 Register Searches etc. 

The Bill will require the Registrar General to provide to District Registrars throughout 
Scotland images of all Scottish register entries (including divorce records and pre-1855 
parish registers not currently available to District Registrars) together with an alphabetical 
index. The Bill also updates the powers under which District Registrars may search the 
indices and issue extracts of events in return for payment of a fee. These provisions will 
be of assistance in the operation of family history research centres. 
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3.8 Abbreviate Extract from Death Register 

3.9 

3.10 
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3.12 

3.13 

4. 

4.1 

The Bill provides for the provision of an abbreviated certificate of death which can be used 
for purposes such as closing a bank account without detailing the cause or causes of 
death. Provision is made for the issue of one such extract without payment of fee and for 
subsequent extracts on payment of fee. 

Correction of Errors 

The Bill extends the circumstances in which a Registrar is empowered to correct any 
clerical error in the register and, in particular, permits this to be done without the informant 
being present. The Bill also empowers the Registrar General to correct errors in the 
pre-1855 registers kept by individual parishes where there is suitable evidence that an 
error has been made. 

Change of Name 

The Bill removes the current requirement for evidence of use of a name for two years prior 
to registration of change of name. 

Notice of Proposed Marriage 

The Bill amends the current provision to provide for notice of proposed marriage to be 
displayed conspicuously only at the main registration office within the registration district. 
This provision is coupled with notification of proposed marriages on the web site 
maintained by the Registrar General. 

Electronic Communications 

The Bill paves the way for the submission of certain documents in relation to marriages 
and civil partnership by electronic means in accordance with regulations to be 
promulgated. 

Book of Scottish Connections 

The Bill provides for a new register to be known as “The Book of Scottish Connections”. 
This will provide the facility for Scots abroad to apply direct to the Registrar General to 
add, to the records held in Edinburgh, a copy of any suitably authenticated entry in a 
statutory register of births, deaths, marriages or divorces outwith Scotland - but only 
where the subject of the entry has or had a connection with Scotland. This will enable 
such events to be preserved as part of the family history record, and a person qualifies for 
entry if a parent or grandparent was born in Scotland or if the Book of Scottish 
Connections already records an event relating to a parent or grandparent. 

Implications 

The provisions of the Bill have significant implications for North Lanarkshire Council both 
in the operation of the registration service and in anticipated reduction of income both 
through the cessation of provision of registration services for parts of South Lanarkshire 
and through reduction in the number of extracts issued as a result of the provisions of the 
Bill and new powers available to the Registrar General, The progress of the Bill through 
Parliament will be tracked and further reports will be submitted to Committee. 
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5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that, in the meantime, the Committee note the publication of the Local 
Electoral Administration and Registration Services (Scotland) Bill and the implications of 
the proposals contained in that Bill for the delivery of registration services in North 
Lanarkshire. 

I 

L/ Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Cenfral Services on Extension 2228. 
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