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1. Purpose of Report 

To advise Members of correspondence received from the Chairman, Schweinfurt Twinning 
Association presenting his Annual Report for 2005. 

2. Background 

Members will be aware that in 1962 the Burgh of Motherwell and Wishaw had established 
twinning links with the Town of Schweinfurt, Germany due to the similarities found in the 
environment, working life and culture. 

3. Cons iderat ions 

The Chairman of the Twinning Association has submitted to the Council a copy of his Annual 
Report, as contained within the Appendix to this report, confirming that it has again been a 
very productive year in further developing the strong links which exist between North 
Lanarkshire and Schweinfurt. 

4. Recommendation 

It is recommended that Members note the Schweinfurt Twinning Association Annual Report. 

Director Administra ion v- ~- 
Members seeking further information on the content of this report are asked to contact 
Margaret Shankland on extension 2726. 
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Schweinfurt Twinning Association Appendix 

Chairman’s Report - October 2005 

It has been a successfi~l year for the Twinning AssociatiOn. 
Since my last report in October 2004, the Association has been involved in a number 
of events strengthening and extending the Link between North Lanarkshire and 
Schweinfurt. 

Last year’s AGM was held in Fir Park Club and after the business part, there was 
b€ormal conversation among members and some suggestions for fbtm events. 

A scenic calendar was sent to Oberburgenneisterin Gudrun Grieser and Wolfgaog 
Klose of Schweinfbrt Council, and the officebearers of the Twinning Association 
Roland Steuerwald, Uwe Waller, Elisabeth Spath, Marion and Christian Both. All 
other kends in Schweinht, councillors and officers of North Lmadcswe who give 
support to the Association were sent Christmas cards. 

In January haggis was sent to the Twinning Association in Schweinfint for their 
annual Burns Supper. 

In January 2005, there was a request fiom Vicki Murray, a pupil of Clyde Valley 
High School, who wished to find a work placement for a year to improve her German 
kngmge skills. The secretary contacted ihe Council in Schweinfut and also the 
secretary of the Twinning association but they were unable to find a paid job for this 
period along with accommodation. It appears that the situation in Sdiweinfirrt is 
similar to what exists in North Lmarkshrre. Local people are taking up the limited 
jobs available for students. 

Arrangements for the Disabled Conference in Schweinfbrt were fkalised and, at the 
request of the Twinning Association, North Lanarkshire Council fimded the 
attendance of James Kelly and Francis Fallan, representing North Lanarkshire 
Disability Forum. It was a successful trip ind the two men were looked aRer at the 
conference and outings to places of interest by Uwe Walther, Elisabeth Spath, 
Ch:istian and Marion Both. 

A separate report of the conference is available for membm ifthey wish it 

The Bwgerreise trip in June went ahead with 22 people. Although tlie group was 
smaller than in previous occasions, it proved to have advantages. 

The group travelled to Cologne by air and spent two overnights there, visiting the 
Cathedral and touring the area. The rest of the ten day trip was based in Schweinfint 
with outings to Nuremberg; the Wildlife Park in Schwernfurt for the summer festival 
and to see the Highland Cow which was born in December and which has been named 
Helen &er our secretary; visit to SKF factory and tour of Schweinfurt; visit to 



Coburg; Vierzehnheiligen Cathedral; trip to Ostheim organ museum and Krenzubag 
Monastry. 

There was a civic reception for the group, a social evening hosted by Roland and 
Linda in their pub; and a night with the Friends of North Lanarkshire m the 
Naturfreundehaus restaurant where @As were exchanged. 

The final day was a trip by boat along the River Maine from Bamberg to Schweinfurt. 

Our member Councillor William Wilson was not too well during the Burgerreis but 
managed to take part in some of the events, including the civic reception. 

M g  the visit to Nuremberg, the guide who originally came from Scotland was 
pleased to learn we came from Motherwell and said that her mother had recently 
moved to Motherwell to live in sheltered accommodation. Jean Marshalll made a point 
of finding the mother and visited her, which was a nice way to extend .friendship. 

In August, Dr Herbert Wiener who is a councillor in gchweinfbrt, and his partner Ute 
Eller visited Scotland. It was the first time in Scotland for Ute. 

They stayed at the home of our secretary, apart from five days when they travelled to 
the north of Scotland. 

When in North Lanarkshire they were guests of the Provost, the Council Leads, 
Depute Leader and Director of Administration at a civic lunch, dso attended by 
myself as chairmm of the Twinning Association and Councillor John M m .  
Gordon Smith acted as guide for a day trip to Edinburgh, and they also visited 
Chatelherault, New Lanark, and Paisley. 

Their final day was an opportunity for members of our own Association to meet with 
them and enjoy a day out. A tour of Glasgow City Chambers was organised for the 
afternoon and there was time for some shopping. In the evening 20 people went on a 
barge trip, complete with a buffet meal, along the Forth and Clyde Canal. 

The outing proved a great success and it was agreed that this could be the way 
forward for some of the meetings of makers.  

A request was received fiom Charlie Beck of Schweinfurt Council on behalf of a 
student who is Ztudying sport and physical fitness, who wants to spend a few weeks 
With Motherwell Football Club. Councillor Ernie Holloway is trying to efkd 
something on his behalf. 

- . _. .. 

When on the Burgerreise trip, we were introduced to a teacher who is willing to 
restart the student exchange visits. This is somethmg we have been trying to arrange 
for some years now and it was good to know that Schweinfurt is willing to support 
thlS. 

At the begmmng of September, the World Masters Rowing Chmpionhps took place 
at Strathclyde Park. North Lanarksbe Council invited delegations &om all their twin 
towns to attend the event. 



Councillors Dr Herbert Wiener and Heidron Laschka, along with her husband fforst, 
visited from Schweinfurt. 

Along with the secretary, I attended a welcome lunch and a meeting, chaired by 
Councillor Ernie Holloway, when twinning matters were discussed. The problems 
surrounding student exchange visits are common to all the twinning association and it 
is hoped that some progress can be made to restart these visits. However, it was 
agreed that the links that are active keep town twinning alive. 

I had already written to the Director of Education Michael O’Neill asking if he can 
identiQ a co-ordinator for North Lanarkshire and hopemy this may help the 
exchange visits to be revived. 

On the final day of the World Championslups there was a farewell reception at the 
civic centre and a number of our members were included in the guest list. 
Gifts were presented to our guests on behalf of the Twinning Association 
This was a first visit to North Lanarkshire by Councillor Laschka and she and her 
husband were most impressed by the hospitality and the friendslip. 

During the past year, our secretary has spoken to a group in Cambustiethan and to 
Calderhead Erskine Church Woman’s Guild about the twin link between North 
Lanarkshire and Schweinfurt, which also keeps the partnership to the forefront. 

Roland Steuerwald hopes to bring a group to visit next year. Gordon Smith has 
already made some preliminary enquiries for him and we in the Association will do 
everything we can to make the visit a success. 

I wish to record my thanks to the officebearers and members of the Twinning 
Association for their support throughout the year, and to the cou~ncillors and officials 
of North Lanarkshire who give us financial backing for events and for the promotion 
of twinning between North Lanarkshire and Schweinfbrt. 


