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Purpose of Report 

This report refers to a consultation by the Registrar General with CoSLA and the Association 
of Registrars on the possibility of amending the Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 and the 
Marriage (Approval of Places) Regulations and, in particular, the provisions concerning the 
approval of places for civil marriage. 

Background 

The Marriage (Scotland) Act 2002 and Regulations enabled Registrars to conduct civil 
marriages in places other than registration offices. This enabled the registration service to 
increase customer choice by extending the range of ceremonies the registration service 
could deliver. Civil marriages in approved places have become popular and this popularity is 
increasing. 

The Committee, at its meeting on 21 August 2002, approved procedures for consideration of 
registration of premises including a process of consultation and inspection. At the same 
meeting the Committee approved a set of standard conditions to be attached to approvals 
detailing precisely the obligations of the approval holder. A major factor underlying the 
Committee’s consideration and determination of these matters was the importance of 
adequate safeguards to secure appropriate venues and support to employees of the Council 
in conducting civil marriages. 

Since the Regulations were implemented in June 2002, the Registrar General reports that 
there have been 16,485 civil marriages outwith registration offices in Scotland in over 640 
places approved for civil marriage. In North Lanarkshire, the number of civil marriages 
conducted by registration staff over the same period is 221 in 16 places approved for civil 
marriage. 

The Act of 2002 and the subsequent Regulations also provides for the local authority to 
charge fees for the approval of places (both for a period approval and/or a temporary 
approval) and for the attendance of a registrar to conduct a ceremony. The level of fees 
applicable was left to the discretion of local authorities and, as a result, fees and charges 
vary from local authority to local authority. The Committee, on 2 August 2002, approved a 
fee structure sufficient to cover the costs of the Council in inspection and consultation of 
proposed premises. 

Considerations 

The Civil Partnership Act 2004 enables intending civil partners to agree with the local 
authority a place other than a registration office for the registration of the civil partnership, - .  

but it makes no specific provision for the charging of fees: 
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3.2 The General Purposes Committee, at its meeting on 26 October 2005 determined that civil 
partnerships - and other life events - could be registered at a place already approved for the 
conduct of a civil marriage ceremony and that the fees for the registration of a civil 
partnership would be similar to those fees applicable to a civil marriage ceremony. 

3.3 The proposal put forward by the Registrar General is to amend the Marriage (Scotland) Act 
2002 to replicate the provisions of the Civil Partnership Act 2004. The Registrar General 
proposes retaining the powers that allow registrars to conduct civil marriages outwith 
registration offices, but to repeal the provisions relating to the regulation of approved places 
and the setting of fees for approval of places and for the attendance of registrars. 

3.4 The view of the Registrar General is that the process of civil marriages outwith registration 
offices would be simplified and be the same for civil marriages and civil partnerships, thus 
avoiding confusion for the public and intending couples. 

3.5 There are currently thirteen Approved Places in North Lanarkshire holding 3-year Period 
Approvals. A consultation with these licence holders has shown that the relationship 
between the registration staff and the licence holders is excellent and that liaison in relation 
to events in the various Approved Places is very effective. In fact, there is an enthusiasm to 
support the Council’s commitment to extend the range of life events ceremonies available 
from the registration service by supporting the conduct of naming and renewal ceremonies, 
citizenship and civil partnership ceremonies in Approved Places. This is, however, against 
the background of the support provided by the Council through rigorous inspection of 
premises prior to approval and of enforcement of conditions on the persons responsible for 
those premises. 

3.6 The p-oposal would remove valid and necessary safeguards which have proved effective in 
extending the services provided by the Council and in supporting the Council’s employees in 
the performance of those services. The proposal would, also, result in a significant loss of 
income to the local authority. 

4. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee advise the Registrar General that it does not support 
the proposal for change and the present arrangement continues to be satisfactory and 
should be maintained. 

i recto r of Administration P Members seeking further information on the contents of this report should contact John Fleming, Head of 
Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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