
REPORT 

To: GENERAL PURPOSES (LICENSJNG) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF LEGAL SERVICES 

Date: 2 March, 1999 Ref: WBKfMl" 

Subject: LATE HOURS CATERING LICENCES 
APPEAL AGAINST DECISION OF 
SUB-COMMITTEE 
MAHMOOD AHMED - PREMISES AT 
25 HAMILTON ROAD, BELLSHILL 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the outcome of the above appeal which has now 
been considered in the Court of Session. 

2. REPORT 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

2.5. 

By way of background Mr. Ahmed applied to the Council for renewal of his Late Hours 
Catering Licence for the premises at 25 Hamilton Road, Bellshill. He wished to operate until 
1.30 am on Fridays, 1 am on Saturdays and otherwise to 12.30 am. His existing Licence 
allowed him to operate until 12.30 am each day except Friday when the closing hour was 
1.30 am and Sunday when the closing hour was midnight. 

The application was considered at a meeting of this Committee on 16 January 1997 and the 
Committee decided to grant the application, but with a closing hour of 12.30 am seven days a 
week in accordance with guidelines. 

Mr. Ahmed appealed to the Sheriff Court and after a full hearing the Sheriff reversed the 
decision of this Committee and granted a Late Hours Catering Licence in respect of the 
premises with the closing hours sought by Mr. Ahmed in his application - i.e. until 1.30 am 
each Friday, 1 am each Saturday and otherwise 12.30 am. 

The Sheriffs decision was appealed to the Court of Session which has now found in favour 
of the Council. The decision issued by the Court of Session extends to some 13 pages but can 
be briefly summarised where at Page 13 Lord Prosser states "we see no basis in the material 
available to the Committee upon which they could have held that the position of these 
premises was unusual, far less so exceptional as to justify a departure from policy. Nor do 
we see any defect in their reasoning.". 

There are another four appeals against decisions of this Committee which are presently 
pending before the Sheriff Court and which were sisted (frozen) awaiting this decision from 
the Court of Session. I am presently corresponding with the agents acting for the Appellants 
in those other cases as to whether they will be proceeding any further with their appeals. 

3. RECOMMENDATION 

That Members note the terms of this report. 

V Head of Legal Services 
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