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Director of Administration 
North Lanarkshire Council 
PO Box 14, Civic Centre 
Motherwell 1 1TW 

14th January 2003 

Dear Sir 

I am writing to object against the application from the West of Scotland Band Alliance, to 
parade in Wishaw on Saturday the 25th of January, to commemorate the events of Bloody 
Sunday, when on January 30,1972, in Derry, a march organised by NICRA, ended with the 
death of 13 marchers, and 17 others wounded, one of whom died a few weeks later. 

1) What bona fide reason is there for five Glasgow republican flute bands to be allowed to 
commemorate the events of Bloody Sunday, in Wishaw?. The West of Scotland Band 
Alliance, a Glasgow organisation, should not be allowed to bring their sectarianism and 
religious hatred to the streets of Wishaw. The Martin Doherty Republican Flute Band is 
named after an IRA martyr who died in 1994 when loyalist paramilitaries bombed an IRA fund 
raising meeting. Doherty had been a member of an "active service unit" carrying out terrorist 
attacks in mainland Britain. The republican bands websites glorify IRA terrorism and are 
littered with anti-Protestant abuse. 

2) There is no precedent to hold such a parade in Wishaw, infact quite the opposite. In 
January 1984, the former Motherwell District Council General Purposes Committee 
unanimously decided to refuse an application from a Glasgow organisation, the Clydeside 
Troops Out Movement, to hold a "Troops Out of Ireland" march through Wishaw. ( press 
cutting enclosed ). 

4) There will be a serious threat to public order and safety if this pro IRA parade was allowed 
to march through the streets of Wishaw, with their drunken followers chanting their hymns of 
hate, insulting women and children going about there Saturday morning shopping. 

5)  North Lanarkshire Council has a responsibility to protect it's citizens from the violence this 
parade will inevitably bring. 

Finally, one must question the intervention by First Minister Jack Mc Connell who has 
assisted leading IRA-aligned activists to stage this sectarian march in his Lanarkshire 
constituency, just weeks before announcing his tough stance on sectarianism. 

With the local elections due in May, we await your decision with interest. 

Yours sincerely 


