
24 January 2003 

N/TB/EM 

Mr John Fleming 
Head of Central Services 
North Lanarkshire Council 
PO Box 14 
Civic Centre 
MOTHERWELL 
MLl 1Tw 

Dear Sir 

PUBLIC PROCESSION IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE 
APPLICATION BY WEST OF SCOTLAND BAND ALLIANCE 
PROCESSION TO COMMEMORATE “BLOODY SUNDAY” 
SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 2003 

I refer to the above and subsequent General Purposes (Public Processio 
Committee held within the Civic Centre, Motherwell on Thursday 23 

As you are undoubtedly aware, a decision was taken not to interfer 
for the procession to take place and was based on the police sub 
that there was “no significant threat of public disorder”. 

On behalf of the Chief Constable of Strathclyde Police, who has been CO 
his view on the said application in terms of Section 63 (1) of the Civic 
(Scotland) Act 1982, I now object to the said application. 

In support of that objection I draw your attention to the following: 

Reliable information indicates that there is a significant threat o 
violence and damage to property with an attendant threat to public 
information also indicates that both supporters of and objectors 
equally at risk and that confrontations may not be confined to one 
W i s haw. 

The threat to public order is from organised groups and individuals fr 
Scotland who have the capacity to mobilise and act in a conce 
view that systematic and organised violence is likely. 

Whilst it is regretted that this information is only drawn to your 
stage I must emphasise that I have brought this to your attention as SO 
information reached me. 
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Whilst you appreciate that it is not our wish to invite the council in effect to rescind at 
the last minute a decision they have already taken, the information brought to me is 
sufficiently compelling and concerning that I feel that it is my duty insofar as the need 
to preserve and protect the public safety’s concern that I feel bound to draw it to your 
attention. 

Consideration has been given to all the options available in terms of the legislation in 
respect of changes to the route and times of the procession. I am of the opinion that 
none of these options will be sufficient to deal with the situation and I am therefore 
seeking an order prohibiting this procession. 

Yours faithfully 

Chief Superintendent 
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