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Dear Mr Fleming 

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 
PROPOSED PROCESSION BY THE WEST OF SCOTLAND BANDS 
ALLIANCE, WISHAW, SATURDAY 31 JANUARY 2003 

I refer to the above and to our recent correspondence and discussions. 

As you are aware, there remains a proposal from John Watson, 90 ~ousehi~lwood 
Crescent, Pollok, Glasgow - on behalf of the West of Scotland Bands Alliance - to 
hold a Procession at Wishaw on Saturday 3 1 January 2003, commencing at 10.30 am. 
The route, and identity of other participants, is as disclosed in the Notice o f  
Application already submitted to the Council. 

The Chief Constable, on whose behalf I act, has been consulted by the Council as 
regards this Notice of Proposal to hold the Procession. My, initial, s~bmission on 
behalf of the Chief Constable was sent to the Council last week. 

It is appropriate, given recent developments and more up to date intelligence which 
has been received by the Force, for me to offer the following for the Comd’s 
assistance as regards its consideration of the Notice of Proposed Procession, 

In summary, and fully recognising that it is for the Council to determine whether or 
not the said Procession is prohibited, it is my submission that the Procession should 
not proceed. If it does, in my carefully considered view, the likelihood for serious 
public disorder breaking out in Wishaw, and elsewhere, is very high. 

Since my last communication to the Council, you may know that the proposal by The 
County Flute Band also to hold a Procession in Wishaw the same day has been 
withdrawn. There is, however, as yet, no indication from Mr Watson, nor the West of 
Scotland Bands Alliance, that their proposal to hold a Procession is ~~~~~~ or 
otherwise amended. 

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE. 
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Reliable intelligence received by the Force in the meantime indicates a very clearly 
expressed intention, among certain groups, to be present at Wishaw this Saturday in 
the event of the West of Scotland Bands Alliance Procession taking place and to them 
directing significant violence towards the Bands participating and those who may 
decide to be present to witness the Procession. 

Should the Council not prohibit the said Procession, the impact on available Force 
resources - in terms of deploying the necessary level of response to deal with the 
anticipated disorder - will be significant across the whole Force area, not just in ‘N’ 
Division. There will be consequent disruption to other activities planned for that day 
- for example certain football matches scheduled to take place in the afternoon of 
Saturday 3 1 January 2004 in the West of Scotland. 

I, on behalf of the Chief Constable, h l ly  recognise that, as a matter of general 
principle, public Processions should be permitted to go ahead as requested. The 
likelihood of the outbreak of significant disorder, should this Procession go ahead, 
however, is one which causes me very grave concern. In my respectfbl opinion, the 
prospect of disorder breaking out to such a significant extent, and level, is such that 
the proper balancing process would require prohibition of the Procession altogether. 
If the Council declines to prohibit the Procession, and it goes ahead as intended, the 
Force will police it as effectively as it can, however, there can be no guarantee that 
serious disorder, violence, damage to property and an attendant threat to public safety, 
will be prevented altogether. 

I will be in attendance at the meeting of the Council tomorrow afternoon, at 2.00 pm, 
to discuss the outstanding Notice and my representations in response to it. 

Yours sincerely 

&- Chief Superintendent 
Divisional Commander 
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County Flute Band 
www.countyfluteband. co.uk 

Secretary: Mr David McConville 
61 Tinto Crescent 
Wishaw 
ML2 8JB 
Tel: 01698 348465 


