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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ITEM No ............. \9 

Subject: ENERGY ACTION SCOTLAND 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Date: 26 FEBRUARY 1996 Ref GSW/MR 

- 
From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

1.0 Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to consider membership of Energy Action Scotland. 

2.0 Background 

2.1 Energy Action Scotland is a national registered charity hnded by the Energy Efficiency Office of the 
Department of the Environment, the Scottish Office, business sponsorshp and by income raised 
through training and consultancy work. 

2.2 The aims of the Energy Action Scotland are 

. to achleve affordable warmth for all households especially those on low income, through the 
development of practical initiatives to tackle problems associated with poor heating and 
insulation 

. to create employment opportunities through the development of such initiatives 

. to promote greater awareness and action on energy efficiency and energy conservation issues 
in the community 

. to assist in the reduction of CO2 emissions and limit global warming 

2.3 Energy Action in Scotland provides a wide range of services from the provision of information and 
advice to all its members, organising training courses and seminars to the co-ordination of key energy 
related networks. 

2.4 The cost of Ordinary Membership is 550 for financial year 1996/97 

3.0 Conclusion 

3.2 The development and implementation of energy efficiency initiatives forms a major part of the new 
Council's housing strategy and membership of Energy Action Scotland would be of benefit to support 
this role. 
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4.0 Recommendations 

4. I It is recommended that Committee accepts the invitation to become a member of Energy Action 
Scotland. 

. 

G S Whitefield 

C.C. Director of Construction Services 



ERGY ACTION 

) 21 West Nile Street 
/ Glasgow G1 2PS 

Tel: 0141-226 3064 
Fax: 0141-221 2788 

SCOTLAND 
AMPKG17948 
15th February 1996 

Gavi n Whit e f ie Id 
North Lanarkshire Council 
PO Box 14 
Civic Centre 
Motherwell ML1 1TW 

Dear Mr Whitefield 

Energy Action Scotland (EAS) would like to invite you to become a member of the national 
energy charity in Scotland. The corporate aims of EAS are to promote energy efficiency and 
energy conservation, as well as addressing the issue of an estimated 800,000 Scottish 
households which cannot afford adequate warmth. (A Fuel Poverty extract is attached.) 

The role of EAS to campaign for improved home insulation measures and additional 
expenditure to assist the most vulnerable households with heating costs in cold weather has 
never been more relevant after the severe temperatures expFrienced during this winter. 
EAS recently prepared an 8 Point Action Plan which outlined recommendations for the Scottish 
Office Working Party involved in reviewing the impact of the adverse weather conditions, and 
EAS is pleased to enclose a copy of this document for your consideration. 

The annuzl fee entitles members to receive the follo\vir\y beriefits: 

Membership of Energy Action Scotland 

* 
* 

* 

Copies of the quarterly journal, ‘Energy Review’, EAS Annual Report and publications ; 
An updated copy of “Developing an Energy Efficiency Strategy” (suitable for housing 
authorities) 
Training in energy awareness and NHER courses at discounted rates; 
Copies of briefing papers concerning changes in energy policy and legislation; 
Consultancy services for energy auditing and energy rating requirements; 
Discounted delegate fee for attending the EAS Annual Conference in December 1996; 
Invitations to seminars and exhibitions promoting energy interests; 
Access to information and advice on a range of energy topics; including the Home Energy 
Conservation Act; Standards of Performance schemes etc. 
Networking with other members including energy projects, academics, the private sector, 
fuel utilities and regulators, government agencies and parliamentary representatives. 

EAS would value your contribution to the development of our services and we look forward to 
working alongside your authority. Please feel free to contact me if there are any other points 
that you wish to discuss further, and an application form is enclosed. 

Yours sincerely 

@+&-Q. M . fG&r 

Allana M. Parker 
PR/lnformation Officer 

Company limited by guarantee. Registered in Scotland f L ’ 1 3  ’ ‘’ ! 660 
Charity No. SCO 09280 
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SCOTLAND 
8 Point Action Plan for Coping With Cold Weather in Scotland 

e 1 .  A Revision of the Cold Weather Payment System 

EAS recommends, along with the Campaign for Coid Weather Credits, a regular weekly fuel credit which would be paid from 1 
December to 31 March to all households on the same means tested qualifying benefits as the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme. 
This would accurately reflect the needs for increased fuel during the winter months by the most vulnerable Scottish households, 
rather than the Department of Social Security (DSS) Cold Weather Payments of €8.50 which are only triggered when 
temperatures drop to 0 degrees Celsius (freezing point) or below for 7 consecutive days. It would also ensure that zoned 
payments, based on climatic conditions reflect the cost of heating homes in colder parts of Britain, and Scottish households 
would qualify for the higher weekly amounts. 

2 .Promotion of Winter Non Disconnection Policies by Fuel Utilities. 

The major fuel companies in Scotland have an existing Code of Practice which protects customers who qualify for a state 
retirement pension from being disconnected between 1 October to 31 March. Further promotion and advertisement of this non 
disconnection service should be made during the winter months, ( and EAS will be asking fuel companies to consider doing 
this). 

3 .Additional investment to build o n  the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) .  

EAS would ask that the decision to reduce €31 million from the 1996 - 97 HEES budget be reversed. Further financial assistance 
from Governnient to provide an increased variety of energy saving measures, over and above those currently provided under 
HEES, would also improve the worst of Scotland’s housing stock and boost the energy efficiency rating of dwellings. 

4 . A  Government sponsored ‘Cold Watch’ televisioniradio advertising campaign. 

This would promote energy tips for householders in periods of extremely cold weather and would be broadcast when 
meteorological forecasts predict a severe drop in temperatures. Some parts of Scotland were near to declaring a State of 
Emergency recently, and with better preparations this situation could be avoided when the next severe weather conditions 
arrive. 

5 .New Bui ld  propert ies should incorporate improved designs and insulation standards. 

This would be based on existing European housing insulation requirements, where burst pipes are not a common feature in 
periods of extreme weather. Employing different techniques when installing indoor pipe work, and providing higher standards of 
insulation, would help to improve the thermal ratings of a property and make new properties more energy efficient. 

6 .Provision of Addit ional  Funding for Plumbing Inspections. 

A small grant could be made available to low income households on means tested benefits who could access a free annual 
plumbing inspection on all the pipe work in their homes. This visual check would help to identify any potential weaknesses that 
could contribute to cracked and burst joints in freezing temperatures. The recent figures for mop up operations in Strathclyde 
Region alone are estimated to be between €10- f12 million, and this preventative measure could save money and misery. 

7.Commission of a Scottish Cold Weather Working Group. 

Research indicates that global warming is going to radically affect future weather patterns throughout the world, so that hot 
summers and harsh winters may become more commonplace. The establishment of a Scottish Cold Weather Working Group 
could commission research on climatic conditions and utilise the expertise available from relevant agencies and the recently 
established all party Parliamentary Warm Homes Group. 

‘ 
8 .Creation of a Standby Cold Weather Task Force. 

Based in Clydebank and covering the Strathclyde area, Radio Clyde in conjunction with Clyde Action was highly successful 
during the freezing conditions by advertising for volunteers who would be prepared to assist vulnerable households, particularly 
the elderly and disabled who required help during the severe weather. The scheme matched volunteers with 8,000 callers over a 
4 day period, and this task force of helpers collected shopping, picked up prescriptions, supplied electric heaters, powercards 
and supplies of water to households during and after the freezing conditions. Based on this scheme, a similar standby task 
force could be created for local areas and would provide a valuable service across Scotland during severe weather. 

Company limited by guarantee. Registered in Scotland No. 101660 
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