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Subject: TENDERING ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR HOUSING REPAIRS AND 
MAINTENANCE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Date: 21st MAY 1996 Ref MP/CAB 

1. Introduction 

1.1 At the Housing Committee on 1st May 1996 a report was approved which outlined the arrangements for 
tendering house repairs and maintenance work. 

1.2 Since the above report was approved correspondence has been received from the Scottish Office 
Development Department advising it is intended that tendering in terms of the Local Government, 
Planning and Land Act 1980, should resume for 1st January 1997 instead of 1st July 1997 as previously 
proposed. (A copy of this letter is attached at Appendix 1 for reference). The purpose of this report is 
to assess the implications of this proposed change on the previously agreed strategy/timescale. 

2. Revised Timescale 

2.1 In view of the proposed amended timescale announced on 13 th May 1996, the time available to prepare 
and implement tendering arrangements is very limited. 

2.2 This will affect tendering for the two comprehensive repairs and maintenance contracts covering 
the North and Central area and the South area. The contract covering the maintenance of gas and solid 
he1 heating installations will proceed in accordance with the timescale outlined in my report dated 1st 
May 1996. 

2.3 The revised timescale for the two comprehensive repairs and maintenance contracts is as follows : 

OJEC Prior Information Notice 
OJEC Contract Advert 
Forms from Prospective Tenderers 
Housing Committee Approve List of Tenderers 
Issue Tender Document for Pricing 
Return Date for Tenderers 
Housing Committee Approve Successhl Tender 
Contract Commences 

3 1 May 1996 
10June 1996 
31 July 1996 
11 September 1996 
27 September 1996 

7 November 1996 
28 November 1996 

1 January 1997 

2.4 This timescale allows very short periods for reviewing and checking tender documentation and will also 
necessitate the establishment of special Housing Committees with delegated authority to deal with this 
matter as required. 
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2.5 The timescale does not allow sufficient lead in time for this size of contract (normally three months 
from the date the successful Contractor has been advised). However, due to the restrictions placed on 
the Council by the Government's proposed change in the date when tendering must be resumed it will 
not be possible to give the tenderers the normal three months from the date when the successful 
Contractor has been advised of acceptance to the start of the contract. This is due to the limitations put 
on the Council by both the European Union Regulations and the Planning and Land Act 1980 which 
dictate the time that must be given to Contractors who are bidding for work. This is the basis of the 
timetable outlined in paragraph 2.3 above. 

2.6 Assuming the proposed changes are introduced the tender must begin on 1 January 1997, and as a 
consequence only thirty days will be available if the tender is accepted by 29 November 1996. It will 
be necessary to include within the contract documents, a statement to the effect that the tenderers must 
make provision to start work on 1 January 1997, and that all costs must be included within their rate to 
meet this timetable. 

3.  Conclusion 

3.1 The revised timescale has a significant impact on the arrangements for tendering house repairs and 
maintenance work. In order to ensure the proposed new deadline is achieved the timetable outlined in 
paragraph 2.3 will have to be strictly adhered to. If legislation is not introduced confirming the new 
timetable as outlined in this report the timetable previously reported to Committee will be followed. 

4 .  Recommendations 

4.1 Committee is asked to note the revised timescale outlined in this report for tendering the 
comprehensive repairs and maintenance service for the North and Central area and the South area. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 

Encl. 

tender.doc 

C.C. Chief Executive 
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Development Department Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 GQQ 

Telephone 0131-2447056 
Tax 0131-244 7058 

The Chief Executives 
Local Authorities 

COSLA .. 

Accounts Commission 
copy to: 

13 May 1996 

Dear Chief Executive 
.. c 

As you will be aware, the Government has been considering very carefully the length and - ’-+ , .  
. scope of the current suspension of the tendering requirements of CCT. I am now writing t o  

advise you that the Government has decided that tendering under the 1980 Act should 
resume for I January 1997 instead of 1 July as previously proposed. The date of 
1 January 1997 will relate to when contracts/agreements must be up and running. Dates for 
services subject to CCT under the Local Government Act 1988 are d e c t e d .  

\* 

. 

c- 

Regulations implemenling the decision in respect of services subject to CCT under the 1980 
Act are being drafted a d d  will be sent uut to yau shortly. These regulations will be similar 10 
those that were in place before the moratorimi began. However, the previous competition 
free allowance of 40% of the aggregate value of the previous year’s workload of individwl 
general highways jobs valued at f25,OOO or less bill be removed and all this work will 
therefore be subject to CCT. The exemption fiom CCT for emergency work will remain as 
will, for the meantime, the exemption from CCT for the gritting of and the clearing of snow 
from highways. The Government intends to consult shortly on the possibility of removing 
the exemption from CCT for the gritting of and the clearing of snow fiom highways to take 
effect from 1 July 1997. 

The Government appreciates &at local authorities have won some work on the premium 
network direct from the Secretary of State following the competition which the Government 
organised. The regulations that are currently being prepared under the 1980 Act will take 

. 

, 

’ account of this and will ensure that no double competition has to take place. 

JRA00007 
, 

I ’  
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Any enquiries on this letter should be addressed to Simon Stockwell, Floor 3-J, Victoria 
Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. Telephone 0131-244 7056. Fa: 0131-244 7058. 

Yours faithfilly 

il G M THOMSON 

JR400007 




