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To: HOUSING COMMIlTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

Date: 18 APRIL 1996 
Ref: GSW/CAB 

AGENDA lTEM NO. .A 

Subject: PRIVATE HOUSE CONDITION SURVEY 
BY MOTHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

I I 

During 1995 the Environmental Services Department of Motherwell District Council carried out a Private House 
Condition Survey. 

The results of the survey, along with the conclusions and recommendation made based on its findings, were 
submitted to the final meeting of the District Council's Housing Committee on 1 lth March 1996. The 
Committee noted the report on the understanding that it would be passed to the North Lanarkshire Council for 
attention. 

A full copy of the report has been placed in the Members Library whilst Appendix 1 to this report provides a brief 
summary of its content. 

The survey report provides excellent information which will be very useful to inform the future development of the 
new Council's strategy to improve house conditions within the private sector. 

Meantime Committee is reauested to note the Private Sector Housing Condition Survey Report on the 
understanding that its content will be further examined by the officials with further repork submitted to 
Committee as appropriate. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 

C.C. Director of Environmental Services 

nlc\phcs. 1 



74 

CATEGORY OF 
RESULT 

APPENDIX I 

Summary of Private Sector House Condition Survey 1995 (Motherwell). 

TOTAL 

Introduction 

___ 

Total number of 
dwelling houses 

Dwellings Below 
Tolerable 
Standard 

The 1993 Motherwell District Council Local House Condition Survey estimated that there were 
723 Below Tolerable Standard (BTS) in the private sector. In order to carry out a more detailed 
analysis of stock conditions in pre 1964 private sector dwellings a Private House Condition 
Survey was undertaken by the Environmental Services Department in 4995. 

~ ~ 

4967 (100%) 3204 (65%) 

444 (9%) 398 

Only pre 1964 properties, of which 4967 were identified, were included in the survey as houses 
built since 1964 are subjected to more stringent Building Regulations and are therefore assumed 
to meet the Tolerable Standard and be equipped with all standard amenities. 

Dwellings BTS 
and LSA 

The survey aimed to inspect every identified pre 1964 private property.- The response rate of 
96.2% was satisfactory and only 0.4% of householders denied access. The remaining 3.4% 
which were not inspected were empty properties where no access was gained. 

~ 

150 (3%) 

The Results. 

Dwellings 
Meeting TS but 
LSA 

Dwellings having 
Condensation 
Problems (not 
BTS) 

BTS Houses 
failing in 2 or 
more categories 

TABULATED SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
PRIVATE DWELLING HOUSES PRE 1964 

13 (0.3%) 13 

189 (4%) 100 

165 (3%) 1 56 

I P E  - 1919 
~~ 

1919-1945 

1266 (25%) 

30 

5 

0 

49 

7 

I 1946-1964 
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Definition of Terms. 

Below Tolerable Standard (BTS): 

A house is Below the Tolerable Standad, as specified by the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, 
Section 86 if it fails one or more of the following categories: 

is structurally stable; (1 5%) 
is substantially free from rising or penetrating damp; (64%) 
has satisfactory provision for natural and artificial lighting, for ventilation and for heating 

(23%) 

has an adequate piped supply of wholesome water available within the house; (18%) 

has a sink provided with a satisfactory supply of both hot and cold water within the house; 

(22%) 

has a water closet available for the exclusive use of the occupants of the house and 

suitably located within the house; (42%) 

has an effective system for the drainage and disposal of foul and surface water; (16%) 

has satisfactory facilities for the cooking of food within the house; (14%) 

has satisfactory access to all external doors and outbuildings; (21%) 

- 

(Figures in brackets indicate the percentage of BTS dwellings which failed each standard.) 

Lacking Standard Amenities (LSA): 

Standard Amenities, as defined by the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, Schedule 18: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 
5) Sink (45.4%) 

6) 
7) Water Closet (50.3%) 

Fixed bath or shower (67.5%) 

Hot and Cold water supply at a fixed bath or shower (79.2%) 

Wash Hand Basin (76.1 %) 

Hot and Cold water supply at a Wash Hand Basin (92.7%) 

Hot and Cold water supply at a sink (70.6%) 

(Figures in brackets refer to the percentage of LSA dwellings lacking each standard amenity) 
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Recommendations 

4) 

5) 

fhe Council should support the continued involvement of Scottish Homes in ameliorating 
housing conditions within the district through the Strategic Agreement and programmes 
such as Wishaw and Bellshill Smaller Urban Renewal Initiatives (SURl’s). 

A planned and co-ordinated approach should be adopted to eliminate all BTS stock. 

Priority should be given to awarding mandatory andlor discretionary housing grants to the 
owners of BTS properties, identified in the 1995 survey. 

A percentage of the non HRA budget should be allocated and targeted towards 
addressing this issue as part of a planned programme. 

Positive action should be taken to encourage the uptake of housing grants by the owners 
of BTS housing. 

In the absence of voluntary uptake of statutory grants by private owners, consideration 
should be given to the service of Improvements Orders and Repair Notices in terms of 
current housing legislation. 

- 

Private sector BTS housing deemed not suitable for rehabilitation should be considered 
for closure or demolition. 

The implementation of the proposals should form part of the remit of the Private Sector 
Agency Service proposed in the 1993 Local House Condition Survey. 




