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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to  update the Housing Committee on the current situation 
regarding the Cumbernauld Development Corporation housing stock transfer. 

BACKGROUND 

Wind up of Cumbernauld Development Corporation (CDC) includes the  transfer of its 
housing stock to an alternative landlord(s). CDC has divided its stock into 5 disposal / 
bid areas: 

Bid Area 1: Abronhill (686 properties); 
BidArea2:  IGldrum and Cumbernauld village; 
Bid Area 3: Seafar, Ravenswood and Greenfaulds; 
BidArea4:  Carbrain; 
BidArea5:  Balloch, Westfield and Condorrat (707 properties). 

The Council’s bid for the housing stock was accepted by the Secretary of State for Bid 
Areas 1 and 5, and a ballot of tenants in these 2 areas is ongoing between 8 July to 
2 August 1996. 

PUBLICITY AND INFORMATION PROVISION 

A series of public meetings and drop-in exhibitions were held by Housing Department 
staff during June 1996. Despite being timed to avoid the European championship 
television coverage, these and a telephone helpline which we provided were no t  well used. 

Two publicity leaflets were posted t o  each tenant, the first a t  mid-June and the second a t  
the end of June 1996 prior to  the ballot commencing. This was supplemented by 
publicity posters and advertisements in the Cumbernauld News and Advertiser during 
July 1996. 

In addition, personal visits were made to 600 CDC tenants during the last 2 weeks in 
June 1996. 
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CURRENT SITUATION 

As at  26 July 1996, 65% of tenants in Abronhill and 68% of tenants in tlie Balloch, 
Westfield and Condorrat bid areas had returned their ballot papers. No indication of 
actual voting is available at  the time of writing this report. 

The full ballot results are expected to be announced on Friday 9 August 1996 and will be 
reported to the Housing Committee on 14 August 1996 in a separate report. 

ONGOING DEVELOPMENTS 

Meetings at officer level are continuing to arrange a smooth transfer of housing stock 
during October 1996 pending the outcome of the ballot exercise. The report outlining 
the ballot decision contains further details of the implications for North Lanarkshire 
Council based on die Council becoming the new landlord in both ballot areas. 
Discussions on the transfer of employees from CDC to North Lanarkshire Council are 
also ongoing but i t  appears that as the majority of the housing stock will transfer to 
Scottish Homes, tliey will retain the existing reduced number of housing management 
staff, though some DLO maintenance staff could possibly transfer to North Lanarkshire 
Council. 

The conveyancing involved has been found to be more problematic than originally 
envisaged and additional legal costs are likely to be incurred. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Committee is asked to note this report. 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Available from the Housing Department. 

Gavin S Whitefield 
Director of Housing 




