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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

AGENDA ITEM No. ... 1.z ....... 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: SHOP PREMISES AT 
292-294 WATSON STREET, 
MOTHERWELL 

REPORT 

Date: 17TH JULY 1996 Ref GSW/CAB/5 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to seek Cormnittee's approval to demolish the redundant 
shop units at 292-294 Watson Street, Motherwell. 

BA CKGRO UNI) 

The shop at 294 Watson Street has been empty for some 4 years and, as a result, is in a 
state of disrepair. The adjoining shop (No. 292) has only been empty since the end of 
December. To bring the shops up to an acceptable standard a considerable amount of 
work is required to the roof and the external fabric of the building along with substantial 
internal refurbishment work. The dilapidated state of the building is also detracting from 
the refurbishment programme of the adjacent flats which is now nearing completion. 

Due to the lack of demand for the shop premises and the refurbishment costs which would 
be involved to upgrade this eyesore the only real option is to demolish the building and 
surrounding hard standing and reinstate with a grassed area. The estimated cost of this 
option with the Building Services Department canying out the work is 57,297 and this 
could be met from the capital programme budget for the main Watson Street project. 

The local meniber has been consulted on this niatter and fully supports the demolition of 
the premises. 

RECOMMENDA TION.9 

It is recommended that Conmittee approves the deniolition of the shop premises at 
292-294 Watson Street, Mothenvell. as outlined in paragraph 2.2 above. 

To minimise costs in maintaining the existing building in a safe condition executive 
Dowers are reauested to implement this decision as soon as possible. 

G Whitefield 
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