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3.1 

Purpose of ReDort 

This report outlines the key areas of this new legislation and guidance and 
informs Committee of the likely implications for the council in general and for 
the social work department in particular in the implementation of the new Act. 

Backsround 

The Children Scotland Act 1995 marks a significant stage in the development of 
legislation in the care of children. It is centred on the needs of children and 
their families and defines both parental responsibilities and rights in relation 
to children. 
support children and their families and to intervene when the childs welfare 
requires it. 

Once implemented the Act will largely replace those provisions of the Social Work 
(Scotland) Act 1968 which relate to children and will amend the Adoption 
(Scotland) Act 1978. In relation to day care for young children the provisions in 
the Childrens Act 1989 which relate to Scotland will still apply. 

It sets out duties and powers available to public authorities to 

Some aspects of the Act will be implemented in November 1996 while the bulk of the 
Act will be implemented on 1st  April 1997. 

Content and Structure 

The Act itself contains 105 sections and 5 schedules. It embraces both public and 
private law and is divided into four main parts. 

* Part I deals with the responsibilities and rights of parents and guardians 
towards children and decisions about family matters, for example 
where children should live when parents separate. 

* Part I1 deals with the promotion of children's welfare by public 
authorities such as local authorities and the operation of the 
Children's Hearing System. 

* Part I11 makes amendments to the law on adoption of children. 

* Part IV makes general and supplemental provision in relation to the Act. 
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4.0 Principles and Themes 

4 . 1  The Act incorporates provisions which conform to and in some cases surpasses 
commitments under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
account of obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights. 
themes run through the Act. 

It also takes 
Three main 

* the welfare of the child is the paramount consideration when his or her 
needs are considered by courts and childrens hearings. 

* no court should make an order relating to a child and no children's hearing 
should make a supervision requirement unless the court or hearing considers 
that to do so would be better for the child than making no order or 
supervision requirement at all. 

the child's views should be taken into account where major decisions are to 
be made about his or her future. 

' 

* 

5.0 Requlations and Guidance 

To date there have been six consultation documents issued to local authorities 
comment. 

I Directions and Guidance on Children's Services: 

Section 19 of the Act requires local authorities to prepare and publish 
children's services plans which indicate what volume of service and 
expenditure is planned by sector. 
department, it is intended that these will be corporate plans that closely 
involve other departments such as education and housing. 
produced following consultation with other agencies, service users and 
carers, and be regularly reviewed. 

Whilst co-ordinated by the social work 

Plans should be 

Comments on this section also incorporate comments from Housing, Education 
and Leisure. 

I1 Draft Child Assessment Order 

This will allow a local authority to apply to a Sheriff for an order which 
will give the local authority power to check a child's condition where th 
have some concerns about a child's wellbeing but not enough evidence to 
obtain a Child Protection Order. 

I11 Draft Children's Hearing Rules 

Some of the main changes involve copies of reports to be sent to members of 
the hearing also being sent to relevant persons involved with the child, a 
specific reference to a child's right to attend the hearing, the right of 
the child to express his or her view, a specific obligation on a safeguarder 
to produce a written report for a hearing and the withholding of information 
relating to a childs whereabouts if the child or mother is considered to be 
at risk if the childs whereabouts was known. 
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6.0 

6 . 1  

7 . 0  

7 . 1  

. 8.0 

, 8 . 1  

Draft Adoption Agency Regulations 

The Secretary of State can now approve adoption societies for the performance 
of specific functions and requirements are set out to ensure adoption 
societies establish complaints procedures. 
authority adoption agency, to appoint an adoption panel remains mandatory with 
the addition that the attendance of a legal adviser is required, There is 
further guidance in relation to timescales for freeing applications and 
adoptions orders being progressed and the interface between the children's 
hearing system. 

The requirement for a local 

Draft Emergency Child Protection Measures 

These measures relate to the need to provide a place of safety for a child 
where it is not possible to obtain a child protection order. 
Justice of the Peace the power to authorise a child to be removed to a place 
of safety or remain in a safe place. Police constables have a similar power 
to remove a child where the appropriate criteria have been met. 

This gives 

Draft Child Protection Order and Exclusion Orders 

The new legislation stipulates that before a child protection order is granted 
that two conditions are met in that the child has or will suffer significant 
harm and an order is necessary to protect the child from such harm. 
Sheriff can grant these orders although any significant person can apply for 
such an order. 
order including making enquiries to allow them to decide whether they need to 
take further action and where their enquiries are being frustrated by access 
being unreasonably denied. 
including those of access. 
alleged abusers can now be excluded from a child's home and this order can be 
binding up to 6 months from the date of the order. 

Only a 

The local authority also has other grounds for seeking an 

Sheriffs can make conditions on these orders 
With an exclusion order granted by a Sheriff 

Financial Implications 

The Act confers significant additional responsibilities on local authorities but 
at this point it has not been possible to date to quantify these. 
anticipated there will be only a small grant from the Scottish Office for the 
purposes of training and transition but no indication that there will be any 
additional funds from Central Government. Further reports will identify the 
financial implications in detail. 

It is 

Tra in inq 

The new legislation will require many significant changes in policy, procedures, 
and in practice. 
staff within the Social Work Department and for key staff within other council 
departments such as education, housing and leisure and other agencies particularly 
the police, reporters to the childrens panel and health staff. 

There will be major training requirements for all operational 

Comments on the Draft Directions and Guidance 

The Council's initial comments on the draft documents are attached in Appendix 1 
for Committees consideration. 
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9.0 Conclusion 

This is a major new piece of legislation and will require considerable change in 
the current child care practice. However while its principle focus is on social 
work services, the duties and powers are conferred by the Act on the local 
authority and there requires to be a corporate approach to service delivery and to 
planning services for children and their families. 
discussion with the Director of Social Work on the implementation of the Act, has 
underwritten the commitment of this Authority to working in a corporate manner 
under his general direction, while requiring the Director of Social Work to occupy 
a lead role in the preparation of the Authority's Children Services Plans. 

The Chief Executive, in his 

10.0 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee approves the terms of this report and in 
particular; 

I Approves the establishment of a joint children's services strategy group led 
by the Director of Social Work but involving other departments, in particular 
Chief Executive, Administration, Education, Housing and Leisure and Recreation 
departments. 

I1 Notes that the Director will in due course bring forward a full report on the 
implementation of the act and its financial implications. 

I11 Endorses the councils comments on the consultation document set out in 
Appendix 1 . 

IV Remits this report to Education, Housing and Leisure and Recreation Committees 
for their interests, as well as to the Chief Executive and Director of 
Administration. 

David McKendrick 
Director of Social Work 
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Appendix 1 

RESPONSE BY NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL TO SOCIAL WORK SERVICES GROUP 
WITH REGARD TO CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

THE CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) ACT 1995. 

Draft Directions and Guidance on Children's Services: Local Authority Planning 

General 

North Lanarkshire Council welcomes the guidance on the preparation of children's 
services plans and recognises that it introduces arrangements already in existence in 
the fields of community care and criminal justice. The strategic aims of the process 
outlined in the consultation document should provide a coherent direction €or the 
)lanning of appropriate services to meet the needs of children in North Lanarkshire. 

The production of a corporate plan will require close collaboration between the 
different departments of the Council. 
considered appropriate for social work to assume lead responsibility for plan 
production. 

As in other related areas of activity, it is 

There are specific areas of joint working, such as issues relating to children with 
disabilities, those with emotional and behavioural problems, and school exclusions which 
will be of mutual interest to education and social work in particular. There are other 
issues such as homelessness, accommodation and housing advice which will be of primary 
concern to housing. 

There will also be implications for education in relation to the involvement of schools 
in the planning process. 
support services in the list of services to children and therefore school development 
plans and the activities of the various peripatetic learning support teams will be 
required to be consistent with the overall plan. 

;iven the well publicised health problems of Scottish children generally, health should 
assume a higher profile within the guidance. 
concerns the Council's departments of education and leisure in respect of physical 
activity, exercise, diet and nutrition. The lack of reference to cultural services and 
self fulfilment is considered to be an omission. It is understood that the Scottish 
Office are developing a National Strategy for Childrens Play which should also relate to 
the planning process. 

Children with special needs/disabilities are cited within the remit of this plan and are 
already subject to joint planning arrangements for community care. 
for a view to be expressed about the location of planning for this group. 
will proceed to develop mechanisms which best ensure a smooth transition from children 
to adult services. 

The consultation document includes guidance on learning 

Identification of health needs directly 

It would be helpful 
This Council 

- 



1 .  The Plans for Services for Children Directions 1997 

Period for Preparation and Publishing of Plans 

The timescales for the preparation and publishing of plans are reasonable Sect 3 
p9 2 

Sect 4 Review of Plans 

Guidance is later given in Sect 9 Pg 3 on the timescales rather than 'reviewed 
by the authority from time to time'. This is welcomed. 

2 .  Children's Services - Local Authority Planninq 

Legislative provisions and Power of Direction 

Presumably the duty on local authorities to prepare and publish plans f o r  
"relevant services" for children within their areas extends to other local 
authority departments such as housing, education, leisure, administration and 
chief executives although the co-ordination of these plans would lie with the 
Social Work Department. Clarification is required on this issue. 

Sect 3 
pg 1 

The draft guidance is explicit about the duty of other local authorities, 
health boards and trusts to co-operate with a local authority in the discharge 
of their child care functions. 

Sect 4 
Pgl & 2 

This helps to clarify the primary legislation and is welcomed. 

Sect 9 
pg 3 

Planninq - Siqnificance And Process 

The timescales for review are useful. 

This paragraph refers to the joint and equal weighting of the contribution of 
education departments with those of social work departments. 

Sect 1 1  
pg 3 

It is suggested that the social work department's lead role is clearly 
identified in the development of the plans. 

The corporate nature of children's service plans is considered an important 
feature towards achieving the strategic objectives. 

Sect 12 

It is accepted that, as in other related areas of activity, social work 
assumes the lead responsibility for "consulting, co-ordinating and drafting." 

Sect 14 
pg 4 

Sect 17 
p9 5 

The Council notes the request to consider developing local plans and will 
assess how best to take this forward within a decentralised structure. 

This paragraph refers to a list of "needs" detailed in Annex A .  
acknowledging that this list is not exclusive, the Council wish to highlight a 
significant omission. The list should include "children whose circumstances 
are adversely affected by poverty", given the high correlation between poverty. 
and reception into care. 

Whilst Sect 18 
p9 5 

This refers to Annex B which mistakenly lists daycare, playgroups, 
childminders and family centres as social work services rather than education 
services. 

Sect 19 
Pg 5 

Sect 22 
p9 6 

The authority is cornmitted to involving service users and carers in the 
process of producing children's service plans and welcomes this statement. 
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Sect 26 
pg 7 

Sect 27 
pg 7 

Sect 35 
pg 9 

(b) 

The need to have in place sound management information systems that relate on 
an inter-departmentallagency basis, though entirely correct, has resource 
implications for the authority. 

It would be helpful to know when the joint working party on management 
information is due to report. 

While Chief Executives should have corporate responsibility for setting up and 
progressing the planning of children's services within their authorities area, 
and should prepare timetables for the development, preparation and production 
of the first service plans, it is recommended that this responsibility be 
assigned to social work departments. 

Draft Child Assessment Order 

While the measures in these guidelines are welcomed there is a limit to the 
depth of assessment which can be undertaken within 7 days. 

pg 1 1.2 (b) Further guidance on what would be seen to be 'without good reason' would 
be useful. 

pg 1 1.2 (c) It needs to be clarified as to who will have responsibility for deciding 
how and by whom the assessment will be carried out. See Sect 1.3 

pg 2 1.3 Who can apply for a child Assessment Order and the conditions for 
application. 

Clarification is required on what is meant by the 'local authority' in 
this instance. Can the education department for example ask for an 
assessment order if they wish a pychological assessment to be carried 
out? 

pg 4 1 . 1 1  Further guidance is required throughout this section on the implications 
for different departments and agencies regarding their co-operation in 
the assessment of the child, especially given the short timescales. 

It is clear that if an assessment is to be made of the child's health or 
development then several agencies may need to be involved. 
be made clear that an assessment order would be bindinq on these 
different departments or agencies. 

It needs to 

pg 5 1.13 The need to remove a child from hislher home on an overnight basis 
should be exceptional. If this is necessary then a child protection 
order should be considered. There may be cause to have a child attend 
an alternative day placement which is acceptable. 

(C 1 Draft Children's Hearinqs Rules 

Notification of Children's Hearinqs to Children 

. Pg 4 
Rcle 7 This rule of advising the child of hislher right to attend and informing 

him/her of their right to express cheir views is welcomed. 



pg 5 
iiule 8B Witholdinq of Information in Cases of Serious Harm 

pg 5 
Rule 8C 

pg 6 
Rule 14A 

pg 7 
Rule 15 

pg 7 
Rule 16 

pg 8 
Rule 20 

Pg 10 
Rule 29 

Pg 10 
Rule 31 
(A) 

There should be liaison between the Social Work Department and the Reporter 
before this is decided. There needs to be an appeal mechanism. 

Views of the Child 

This needs to be brought into line with emergency child protection regulations 
which do not stipulate on age but refer to the age and maturity of the child 
which may in fact be a lower age than 12. 

This section needs to be strenthened to ensure children's views are heard 
either by ensuring that the child's views are presented in writing o r  that a 
representative for the child presents these views. 

Safequarders 

It is welcomed that hearings must state their reasons for the appointment of 
safeguarders. 
appointment. 

It is also welcomed that rules are required on the method of 
The need for training should also be made explicit. 

This rule does appear to cover all the cases referred to the Principal 
Reporter. 

Notification of Grounds of Referral 

It is very helpful to have this notification. 

The sending of reports 3 days before the hearing needs to be 3 workinq days. 

Notification of Decision 

This is welcomed. 

Conduct of Children's Hearinq on Reference for Advice by Court 

It is relevant for the Principal Reporter to give the Social Work Department a 
copy of the advice given. 

Service of Notification and Other Documents 

This rule should be preserved. 

Notification of 16th Birthday of Child Subiect to Sunervision Requirement 

These is no useful purpose for this and it should be deleted. 
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Pg 1 1  
Annx 1 
Rule 4 Liberation by Reporter of Child in Interim Detention 

To our knowledge this power has never been used and should be deleted. 

(d) Draft Adoption Aqency Requlations 

The new Regulations are welcomed as taking account of the changes made to 
adoption law in the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, and also generally updating 
the existing Regulations. 

I Regulation 3: Approved Adoption Societies 

This provision is useful, subject to the terms of Schedule 1 .  

I1 Regulations 7A-7H: Complaints procedures for approved adoption 
societies. 

pg 1 
' 7B(A) It would read better if this section read "any person, or anyone acting on 

behalf of a person, who has an interest in the functions of the society". 

b. 7C(B) and 7D(C) 

The phrase "if husband and wife" should be replaced by "partners", to cover 
all possible situations where conflicts of interest may arise. Also, there 
should be 2 independent people. 

In appointing people to committees it would be better if they had a knowledge 
of fostering and adoption issues rather than qualifications. The lay 
perspective is important. 

C. 

IV - 

7D(a), 7D(b), 7D(d) and 7D(e) should have some time limit in each of them 
For example, 14, 28, 28, and 14 days respectively. 

Approved adoption societies should be encouraged to work together in providing 
the same sort of procedures and in pooling resources and experience. Guidance 
on this would be helpful. 

Resulation 8 - Approved Adoption Society ceasinq to act. 

A notice period of 3 months is reasonable. 

Requlation 10A: Leqal Advisers. 

There are strong concerns about the wording of this regulation. In larger 
councils it is unlikely that legal advisers would be able to routinely attend 
Adoption and Fostering Panels both in terms of time and cost. It is not 
considered essential that legal advisers attend the panel for all cases. 

It is already good practice at an early stage to have received in writing from 
the legal section advice about the legal situation of a child and implications 
for their care plan. In most cases it would be considered too late to be 
receiving this advice at the Adoption Panel stage. 
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V - 

VI11 

- IX 

X - 

It is also considered to be unnecessary for a legal adviser to be present at 
the matching of a child and adopters and at the approval of adopters. 

However, there may be particularly complex cases where it would be useful to 
have further legal advice or interpretation at the Adoption Panel Stage. 

It is therefore recommended that it is not mandatory to have a legal advisor 
present at all times. There may however be cases where the chair of the panel 
considers this necessary. It should be mandatory to have available at the 
panel written legal advice about a child's situation. 

Requlation 11: Appointment of Adoption Panels. 

These changes are welcomed 

Requlation 13: Composition of Adoption Panels. 

a) The regulations should state clearly, that the legal and medical 
advisers do not have a vote. 

b) All agencies recognise the importance and helpfulness of having written 
legal advice. 
restricted to complex cases in regulation 18(l)(a) only, and that this -- 
should be at the discretion of the chair. 

The duty to have a legal adviser present should be 

Decisions in terms of regulation 18(l)(c), matching, are felt not to 
require a legal adviser, as the issues involved are basically practice 
ones, rather than legal ones. 

Regulation 13(3)(b) should therefore be amended to remove reference to 
regulation 18(l)(c). 

Requlation 16: Duties re Freeinq. 

The insertion of these matters ties in with the new provisions in the Act, and 
the rest of the regulations and is welcome. 

Requlation 17: Duties re Arranqements for Adoption. 

This remains the same, except that the agency cannot place or secure a place 
until they have formally considered the new provisions in section 6 and 6 A  f 

the Act re welfare etc. This seems quite appropriate and is welcome. 

Requlation 17A: Duties re Assessins Prospective Adopters. 

This is a new regulation. 

a) 17A(1) 

The criteria should be sufficiently flexible so as exceptional cases are 
not excluded. It should be made clear to possible prospective adopters 
that information they provide will have to be shared, for their 
assessment purposes, with the adoption panel, and also with each other, 
given the terms of the new regulation 17A(5)(b). There should be a 
general statement that adoption agencies are not obliged to assess all 
applicants. 
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b) Regulation 17A(3) 

Tying in with the comments in (a) above, agencies do not wish to be 
forced to assess every applicant. 
that it is a matter for each agency to decide whether it will assess 
particular prospective adopters. 

The regulation should make it clear 

c) Regulation 17A(5) 

There is concern regarding the duty to provide prospective adopters with 
a copy of the report to the adoption panel (regulation 17A(5)(b)). If 
there is an obligation to produce the whole report, references could no 
longer be provided in confidence and information on an individuals 
criminal record could not be included. 

Regulation 17A(S)(b) should be changed to delete the words "and a copy 
of the report provided to the panel". 

Copies of the report should be provided to the prospective adopters but 
returned to the panel. 

Requlation 18: Functions of Adoption Panels. 

It is suggested that the two paragraphs (a) and (b) could be put 
together, and there should be more focus on the child's involvement in 
contact, if it is felt that contact is appropriate. 

There should not be an absolute obligation for the panel to meet the 
prospective adopters. 

Requlations 19A, B, C, D, E, F - Adoption decisions and notifications. 

A time limit is welcome, but this should be 21 days instead of 14, to take 
account of possible practical difficulties such as public holidays etc. 

This says the adoption agency must record in writing a decision which is 
contrary to the panel's recommendation. This is welcome. 

A time limit is helpful, although again, 7 days may be unnecessarily brief 
given public holidays etc. 14 days is more acceptable. 

The reference to parents would be better made as a reference to those with 
parental responsibilities and rights at the time. The child if 12 or over 
should also be notified. 
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There should be an obligation to notify an unmarried father without parental 
responsibilities, if he has been involved in regular contact. 
prospective adopter that they have been matched with a child (19(2) (d)) should 
not be that s/he is "suitable" but that s/he has been matched with a 
particular child, or some similar wording. 

Notice to a 

There should be a time limit of 28 days. 

It is helpful to have a form for notification of a decision to the Reporter, 
and the Schedule 4 form seems to be satisfactory. 

19A 

This is not necessary given the terms of 19(1). 

Persons mentioned here as to be notified should be those with parental 
responsibilities and rights (see comment on regulation 19(2)). Further, in 
referring to regulation 19, it would be helpful if the reference was 19(2). 

Clarification is required on how an adoption agency would "secure" provision 
of a memorandum. Again the reference should be to each person with parental 
responsibilties and rights. 

Steps required should be made more specific. 

This should again make reference to those with parental responsibilities and 
rights, and the details of adoption agencies should be names and addresses. 

Again reference should be to each person with parental responsibilities and 
rights. 
proposed adoption of freeing for adoption". 

The paragraph should say "stating whether or not he consents to the 

This is not necessary. 

All the regulations and legislation that apply to birth parents generally 
apply to such a person, and this part of the regulations seem completely 
unnecessary and should be deleted. 
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Again the reference should be to each person with parental responsibilities 
and rights. 
fails to return the certificate mentioned in regulation 19B, the adoption 
agency should be obliged to consider that as a case where agreement is 
unlikely to be forthcoming. In other words, if the form is signed and 
returned showing consent, the adoption agency is entitled to consider that 
agreement is likely to be forthcoming. 
days, that should lead to a decision that agreement is unlikely to be 
forthcoming. 

Further, if the person with parental responsibilities and rights 

If the form is not returned within 28 

19D 

The same time scales should be imposed on approved adoption societies as are 
imposed on local authority adoption agencies, in order to provide the same 
provisions for all children. 

19E 

19E(2) would appear to need some alteration as the time scale should run from 
the date of the agency's decision in terms of 19C(2). Again (as referred to 
in the comments on 19C) the agency should have a time limit of, 28 days in 
which to make its assessment about whether consent is likely to be forthcoming 
or not. Once that period is up and the decision is made, the time limit in 
19E(2) would appear to start. 
increased from 21 to 28 days. 

It would be helpful if this time limit was 
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19F(2) The reference here should presumably be to a decision under paragraph 
19C(2). A time limit is acceptable, but 14 days is more appropriate. This 
paragraph should refer to all adoption agencies, not just those which are 
local authority ones. 

19F(3) This presumes that the report prepared under section 73 of the 1995 Act is to 
be sent by the Reporter to the adoption agency. Obviously, depending on 
where the report is to be sent by the Reporter, the matter has to be dealt 
with either in these Regulations or in the Rules of Court. 

If the report is to be sent directly to the court, the adoption agency should 
get a copy automatically. 
agency, the regulations should state that this report is to form part of the 
process in the application for adoption or freeing. 

Section 19F(3) should only apply to those cases where consent is unlikely to 
be forthcoming. The time limit should be 28 days. 

If the report is to be sent to the adoption 

19F(5) It would again be helpful if the time limit here was a total period of 28 
days rather than 14. 
further decision all within a specified time. The time limit should be from 
the date of the hearing (as it is in 19F(3)) and not the date of 
notification. 

The duty should be to review the decision and come t o  a 

19F(6) Again, it might be helpful to have this time limit 28 days, to ensure some 
degree of uniformity in the time limits. 

Note : 

Regulation 19B talks about providing those with parental responsibilities and rights 
with memorandum and a form indicating whether they consent or not. There are practice 
issues as to whether the memorandum should in fact be given to people earlier than 
this quite late stage of proceedings. It might be appropriate to cover the matter in 
regulation 19B in case such information has not been given. 
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(e) Draft Emerqency Child Protection Measures Requlations 

The need for joint agency good practice needs to be emphasised. 
the mechanisms of recording and liaison between the police and social work would be 
welcomed. 
child to a place of safety is welcomed. 

Regulation 5 

Further guidance on 

The responsibility to notify parents or carers and of the removal of a 

Clarification is needed about what is meant by “where the constable 
considers it necessary”. 

Regulation 6 It would be good practice in most cases to consider applying to the 
Principal Reporter for a Child Protection Order where the P.O.S. has 
been taken. 

Regulation 7 

Regulation 13 

The expiry of authorisation after 12 hours is welcomed. 

It is useful that there is no arbitrary cut off point although this is 
not consistent with the adoption agency regulations where the age of 
12 years is mentioned. 

Regulation 15 It is clear that a police station is not a suitable place to detain a 
child. 

Regulation 16 It is welcomed that contact with relevant persons is included in this 
regulation. 

(f) Draft Child Protection Order and Exclusion Order Guidance 

In general this draft guidance is useful, clear and explicit. 
responsibilities, time limits, and proper safeguards are welcomed. 

The emphasis on clear 

The tighter timescales are helpful but there is no guarantee that this will ensure 
that there will be better information available or improvements in decision making 
There are clear training implications. 

Pg 2-8 The guidance is welcomed. 

pg 10 2.11 It is not clear how the power to keep a childs location secret :.:: 
with a supervision order. Advice may be necessary for Sheriff: i:. 
see children including the availability of assistance from 0 : : : s :  

persons and guidance would be welcome. 

pg 1 1  2.13(4) Examples of compelling reasons justifying the restrictions c:. : .  
would be useful. 

pg 13 2.13(7) 

pg 13 2.13(8) It needs to be clarified whose responsibility this is, social * : .  : 

It would be useful to indicate what is meant by “professiona:.“ 

education. 

pg 13 2.16 Notification of conditions of a child protection order no longer :e-::: 

satisfied must be given in writrnq to the person who implemented tnc- 
order and the Sheriff. 

pg 14 2.20 As above 
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pg 20 4.4 

pg 21 4.8 

Greater guidance is required on how the child might express his or her 
views to the Sheriff. 

Further guidance is necessary on what is meant by 'clear signs that 
abuse has occurred'. Does this mean medical evidence, a pattern of 
difficult emotional behaviour, or a combination of factors?. 

pg 22 4.9(2) Any voluntary agreement with the alleged abuser would need to be 
documented. 

pg 27 4.19 It would have to be clarified whether the possibility of offering 
practical assistance regarding accommodation and finance was clear in 
terms of existing powers and duties of the local authority to offer 
accommodation and assistance eg would they meet the criteria for 
homelessness or DSS benefits. 

pg 27 4.20 Further guidance should be provided on the type of risk assessment to 
be undertaken. This needs to be standardised so that it is 
implemented consistently across unitary authorities. 

SPNOTI 5 




