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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

Date: Ref: 
18 NOVEMBER 1996 RS/LMCG/4 

REPORT 

Subject: 
PATERSON STREET ACTION 
GROUP 

1 Pumose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the approval of Committee to lease a flat to 
Paterson Street Action Group for community purposes. 

2 Background 

2.1 The Action Group was formed in June of 1996 in response to a number of problems 
identified within the area. The group identified poor housing conditions, environmental 
decay, vandalism, unemployment and a lack of local resources, particularly for 
children and young people, as the issues to be addressed in the area. The groups 
immediate aim was to draw attention to these problems and to highlight the need for an 
adequate solution. 

2.2 Following approaches to various Departments and Agencies requesting support, a 
Steering Committee was formed. The group consists of representatives of Education, 
Social Work, Housing, Police, Community Education, the Local Elected Member and 
representatives of the Community. 

2.3 The Action Group have identified that the lack of localised community facilities is a 
major problem. 

2.4 They have, therefore, requested the lease of a flat to be used for various community 
purposes, such as a base for community facilities, education and training programmes, 
information and advice. 
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If the lease was granted, the group propose that a Management Committee would be 
established with support and advice from the Community Work Team, Social Work. 

A submission for Section 10 grant, amounting to &1000, has been made to the Social 
Work Department, to cover the running costs for the community facility. 

Recommendation 

I would recommend that the lease of an appropriate flat be granted to the Action Group 
on the basis of a nominal rent of S1 per week, on the understanding that this 
arrangement will be the subject of an annual review. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 




