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Transfer proposals 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee on the Guidance received 
from the Scottish Office in relation to Local Authority involvement in the 
Assessment of Scottish Homes' Stock Transfer proposals. 

The report also seeks to determine the Council's position in relation to bidding 
for Scottish Homes' stock. 

Background 

In June 1997 the Housing Minister announced that the Government would 
allow Scottish Homes' stock transfers to housing associations, scheduled for 
1997-98 to go ahead. 

In addition the Minister advised that the Government would be unable to 
provide additional public funds to allow councils to bid for Scottish Homes' 
stock in the current year and that for future years it would be for councils to 
decide whether or not to use the resources available to bid for Scottish Homes' 
stock. 

Proposals for Council involvement in Scottish Homes Stock Transfer. 

Two new measures were also announced by the Minister in June 1997 to 
ensure that councils could be more directly involved in forthcoming Scottish 
Homes' stock transfers. 

First, any preferred bidder for any future Scottish Homes' transfer, where a 
ballot had not already taken place. will be required to accept a council 
nominee onto its management committee, where the council involved wishes 
this. Second Scottish Homes and COSLA would work together in drawing up 
arrangements to strengthen the role of councils in the assessment of future 
stock transfer proposals. 
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The Guidance note on local authority involvement in the assessment of 
Scottish Homes’ stock transfer proposals, prepared by Scottish Homes and 
COSLA is attached at Appendix 1.  It should be noted that the guidance is 
directed at councils which have decided not to bid for Scottish Homes’ stock, 
but would wish to be more involved in the appraisal of Scottish Homes‘ stock 
transfer proposals. 

The Scottish Office has stressed that there is no possibility of the Government 
providing additional resources to fund local authority bids. In light of this it is 
suggested that the Council does not bid for any proposed Scottish Homes’ 
stock transfers. The Council has already adopted this position in relation to 
the largest proposed Scottish Homes‘ stock transfer within North Lanarkshire, 
i.e. 21 90 houses in Cumbernauld (ex CDC properties). 

There are 2 other proposed Scottish Homes‘ stock transfers within North 
Lanarkshire. The first is at an advanced stage in the process of setting up a 
Tenant Controlled Co-op for 266 houses transferring in Townhead, 
Coatbridge. The second transfer relates to 10 houses in Glenboig. Coatbridge 
where a previously agreed strategy requires to be reviewed in light of a 
prospective landlord withdrawing interest. 

A summary of Scottish Homes’ stock transfers by Council area can be found 
at Annex B to the Guidance note at Appendix 1 .  

It is however considered appropriate for the Council to become involved in 
appraising Scottish Homes’ stock transfer proposals within North Lanarkshire 
at all stages including : 

0 

0 

0 

stage 1 - Development of Local Strategies 
stage 2 - Invitation and receipt of outline proposals 
stage 3 - Invitation and receipt of detailed proposals 

In this connection, Scottish Homes has invited councils to advise of their 
interest in any of their stock transfers by 31 January 1998 and it is therefore 
proposed to confirm this Authority’s interest by the deadline. 

Recommendations 

Due to the investment priorities already identified in the Council‘s future 
capital programme and taking cognisance of the resources available it is 
recommended that : 



(a) No action be taken to bid for any of the outstanding Scottish Homes’ 
transfers and Scottish Homes and the Scottish Office be advised 
accordingly: and 

(b) Scottish Homes is advised that the Council will wish to be directly 
involved in the assessment of its stock transfers which have still to be 
finalised in this area. 

5. Background 

5.1 Available from the Housing Department. 

$ U=- 
Gavin Whitefield 6 Director of Housing 




