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AGENDA ITEM NO. - 

To: Housing Committee 

From: Director of Housing 

Date: 7 January 1998 

Ref GSWlDDNWGI3 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: Shared Tenancies, Kilsyth 

REPORT 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval to change the status of two properties in Kilsyth 
from accommodation used for shared tenancies to furnished accommodation used for homeless 
families on a temporary basis. 

2.0 Backwound 

2.1 The former authority of Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council set up two shared tenancies 
at 40 Townhead Street and 77 Rennie Road, in Kilsyth. 

2.2 Both properties which are four apartment maisonettes were fully hmished and originally 
intended to house three indwidual single households who would share common facilities such 
as the lutchen and sitting room furnishings and fittings. 

2.3 Initially, the concept of shared tenancies was successful with all available vacancies taken up 
by individuals with tenancy management carried out by the Housing Department of the former 
District Council. 

2.4 Over a period of time, however, the popularity of the houses has b i s h e d  to the point that at 
present both properties are completely empty. The house at 77 Rennie Road has been vacant 
since February 1997. 

2.5 The Area Office has actively sought new tenants for both houses, but applicants on waiting 
lists do not wish to share with strangers, preferring to wait until a more suitable two apartment 
becomes available for occupation. 

2.6 If a decision was taken to continue with the concept of shared tenancies, there would obviously 
be a cost implication in terms of fundmg furniture items. At present no budget exists within 
the Area Office to cover the cost of replacement kmiture and fittings. 
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A need currently exists, however, within the North District to provide additional temporary 
furnished lets for homeless families in priority need. Both of these properties would help 
address this shortfall in provision and are ideally situated in terms of location and size. 

Each of the houses would be furnished by the Housing Department’s Tenancy Services and 
Accommodation section with the initial set-up costs met through the weekly rental charge. The 
total cost of furnishing the houses is 23,000. The annual rental is 25,200, therefore costs 
would be recouped within the first year of use. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that both properties at 77 Rennie Road and 40 Townhead Street cease to be 
classed as shared tenancy accommodation and established as temporary furnished houses for 
homeless families in priority need. 

It is also recommended that the adjoining residents be advised to this effect and are also 
informed of the management and monitoring proposals for this project. 

Background Papers 

Background papers are available within the Housing Department 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 




