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Introduction 

Reference is made to my previous report dated 27th April 1997 which considered overall policy 
in relation to central heating replacement. Following consideration of the report Committee 
agreed, inter alia, that replacement programmes should be introduced for electric warm air 
systems and electric storage systems which are inadequate andor obsolete. 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee on the progress made towards the introduction 
of replacement programmes following a sample survey of approximately 15% of electrically 
heated houses in the area. 

It is planned, subject to Committee approval, that the replacement programmes will be drawn up 
based on the criteria set out in this report and financed by way of operating lease. Resources 
totalling &0.97m have already been identified in next years capital programme to commence 
replacement programmes. 

Identification of all properties with electric heating systems. 

As a first step, it was necessary to identify and collate properties which have electric heating 
systems and a variety of sources were used to ascertain this information, which is reported in the 
undernoted tables. These tables reflect the position as currently known and will be subject to 
refinement as information is verified. 

Electric Heating Systems - North Lanarkshire Council 
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2.3 Background Information on basis for installing electric central heating 

Electric Storage Heating 

Original systems installed from 
date of construction 

Systems installed during 
modernisationheating 
replacement programme 

Systems installed with Grant 4 - 
Assistance 

3.0 Electric Warm Air Systems 

3.1 There are at present 352 houses with electric warm air heating systems which function by means 
of a heating unit which distributes warm air to the various apartments. This type of heating 
system is particularly problematic with a high number of breakdowns occurring with spare parts 
becoming increasingly difficult to source. As a consequence temporary heating has to be 
provided when a system breaks down. It is therefore recommended that the electric warm air 
units be replaced in all houses as soon as possible during financial year 1998/99 with the 
exception of 4 houses in the Central district where the systems were only upgraded in 199 1. A 
priority programme will be established in each of the district capital programmes based on the 
date first let to progress installations. 

4.0 Electric Storage Heating Systems 

4.1 Based on the survey information it is recommended that programmes be devised on a district 
basis to replace systems which are 13 years old or more and that the oldest systems be addressed 
first. It is also recommended that in progressing the programme where ad hoc electric central 
heating systems exist which are more than 10 years old within the same scheme, that these 
systems will also be replaced. In accordance with the previous Housing Committee report this 
will exclude the tower blocks within the South and Central Districts since many of these heating 
systems have been recently installed and other improvements to these blocks will improve energy 
efficiency. 

4.2 Within the Central District the first properties to be addressed utilising the above criteria will be 
100 systems which were installed by means of grant assistance or by modernisation 
programmes and are 15-22 years old. In addition the former Council acknowledged the 
difficulties within Salsburgh which is located in a very cold and exposed site and had 
commenced a small pilot project to test the benefit of electric wet central heating systems. It is 
proposed that thls project be extended to all 135 houses with electric storage systems in light of 
the particular difficulties within the area both in terms of the location and also because of the 
increasing difficulty the Council is facing letting these properties. 
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8.1 

Tariffs 

As a short term measure in order to assist tenants who have electric storage heating systems 
discussions will take place with Scottish Power and other suppliers to establish whether there is 
any scope to offer tenants more cost effective tariff rates. 

Choice of heatinglspecification to be offered to tenants 

It is proposed that all tenants included in future replacement programmes would have freedom 
of choice from the following options :- 

0 gas wet heating system; 
electric storage heating system; 
solid fuel (where possible); and 
electric wet system 

Where no below ground gas service exists, and the installation cost of the service exceeds $500 
per unit, or in general where properties are 5 storeys and above, then the choice offered would be 
restricted to:- 

electric storage heating 
electric wet system 
solid fuel (where possible) 

It should be noted that initial feedback on the use of electric wet central heating systems has been 
positive and therefore it is proposed to make this option available to tenants whilst, at the same 
time, continuing to monitor and review its effectiveness. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee:- 

(a) approves the principles to be adopted for the establishment of a priority order for the 
programme for replacement of electric heating systems as set out in Sections 3 and 4 
of this report; 

(b) notes the ongoing discussions with power suppliers with the objective to maximise 
benefits to tenants as outlined in Section 5 ;  and 

(c) approves the choices of types of heating systems to be offered to tenants as part of the 
electric central heating system replacement programme as outlined in Section 6. 

BackgroundInformation 

Background papers available within the Housing Department 

15# b A + Q A  
Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 




