
To : Housing Committee 

From: Director of Housing 

Date: 26 February 1998 Ref: GWIEMacLIHHI7 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Watling Street Initiative, 
North Motherwell 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee on progress with the Watling 
Street Initiative area, within North Motherwell. 

Background 

Reference is made to the Housing Committee decision in August 1996 to proceed 
with the disposal of 7 block of flats and maisonettes to allow the development of new 
build houses for sale. 

The Council properties in Horatius Street, Cornelia Street and Watling Street are 
located within the Motherwell North PPA and adjacent to the major housing 
development proposed for Watling Street. This area comprises proposed 
development of 104 houses for rent and shared ownership by Lanarkshire Housing 
Association which is due to commence on site in May 1998. In addition Clyde 
Valley Housing Association has recently won a Scottish Homes Housing Association 
Grant competition which will provide 40 houses for rent and 10 for shared 
ownership, commencing later this year. 

It was originally envisaged that the Council would receive a limited number of 
houses for rent in lieu of the full monetary value of the site. In the intervening 
period however the debt repayment rules were changed and the Council would now 
require to set aside 50% of the notional value of the site towards outstanding debts. 

The debt repayment rules however allow exemptions in certain circumstances, 
including joint venture or partnership schemes, provided that the Council does not 
own the housing. It is now proposed to invite bids from developers and housing 
organisations to develop the land for housing for sale and rent with the proviso that 
the full value of the land is used to subsidise the housing for rent in exchange for 
which the Council will receive 100% nomination rights. 
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It had been hoped that rehousing of existing tenants within the 7 flatted and 
maisonette blocks would have been assisted by nominations to the proposed new 
build houses being developed by Lanarkshire Housing Association which were 
originally planned to be on site early in 1997. Despite the delay in this development 
coming on stream, the Area Housing Office has made significant progress and now 
has only 33 tenants left to rehouse. 

Demolition of the first 3 maisonette blocks is expected to be completed within the 
next month, leaving 4 blocks of flats. Given that security and vandalism are major 
problems it is now proposed to proceed with demolition of the 4 remaining blocks at 
the undernoted addresses 

0 264 - 278 Watling Street, 1 - 15, 17 - 31 Horatius Street 

0 45 - 59,61 - 75, 77 - 91 Horatius Street, 106 - 120 Cornelia Street 

0 93 - 107, 109 - 123 Horatius Street, 106 - 120 Cornelia Street 

0 49 - 63,65 - 79 Cornelia Street 

Provision is contained within the 1998/9 HRA Capital Programme to fund these 
demolitions. 

Development Brief 

A draft development brief has been prepared by Housing and Planning and 
Development Departments and it is proposed to issue this in early summer 1998 
when it is anticipated that clearer information will be available on the rehousing 
programme and demolitions. 

In addition, outline planning consent has been obtained for the development of the 
cleared sites together with a small area of amenity space which should enhance the 
attractiveness of the development potential. (Appendix 2). 

Recommendations 

Committee approval is sought to demolish the 4 blocks at the addresses noted in 
section 2.6, as they become empty. 

Approval is also sought to proceed to invite bids from developers for the 
development of housing for sale and rent with the Council receiving 100% 
nominations to the rented units in exchange for a financial receipt. 

Background Information 

Background information available from the Housing Department. 

he 
Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 
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Appendix 1 

Gross area outlined fed extends l/QA 1 \ 

to 6.60Ha or thereby. 

Net area excluding areas outl ined 

ALL AREAS SHOWN ARE FOR IN011 

1: 2500 
0 
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