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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

Date: 8 APRIL 98 Ref: GW/DWS/4 

AGENDA ITEM No. I6 

Subject: RATIONALISATION OF 
COURT EXPENSES 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Committee’s authority to standardise 
the policy for charging of court expenses to current tenants in arrears 
throughout the authority. 

Background 

When court action is taken for rent arrears, the Council is legally entitled to 
recover from the tenant the costs of the action being taken. 

The range of costs that are recoverable within North Lanarkshire are: 

Cost of booking to court f35.86 

A notional allowance for having legal representation in court f36.85 

Any Sheriff Officer fees (charged from a statutory fee table.) Variable 

The cost of booking to court and any sheriff officer fees are actual charges 
incurred by the Council and have to be paid directly to either the court or 
Sheriff Officers, whereas the notional allowance is an estimated cost incurred 
by the council in pursuing debt recovery. 

As a result of the different policies operated by the former Councils, at 
present the standard fee of €35.86 plus Sheriff Officer fees are charged by the 
North and South Districts, whereas the combined charge of €72.71 plus 
Sheriff Officer fees is charged within the Central District. 

All fees are charged directly against the tenant’s current rent account. 
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3. Conclusion and Recommendation 

3.1 As recovery from current tenants of booking fees and Sheriff Officer fees only 
reflects the policy which operated within the majority of the former 
authorities, this approach is recommended for North Lanarkshire Council. 

3.2 Committee’s approval is therefore requested to standardise the policy for 
c h a r p g  court expenses in line with the current procedure in place within 
the North and South Districts, i.e. recovery of booking fees and Sheriff 
Officer fees only, with effect from 1 June 1998. 

4. Background Information 

4. Available from the Housing Department. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 


