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lntroduction 

East of Scotland Water has made contact with the Housing Department on the hture use and 
provision of water standpipes at garage areas in Cumbernauld. 

Backpround 

East of Scotland Watcr arc rcsponsible for thc opcration of thc water distribution systcm in 
Cumbernauld. 

As the town developed during the 1960s and 1970s, a common feature was the provision of a 
standpipe and tap at garage areas which residents used for various purposes. 

The standpipes are not in the direct ownership of any individual but were provided for the 
mutual use of tenants. 

Experience has shown that these standpipes and taps are neglected, are often vandalised and 
frequently are inoperable. 

East of Scotland Water has reported that responding to emergency calls where pipes are 
vandalised resulting in uncontrolled operation or leakage has led to a substantial workload. In 
addition, it is reported that there is a risk of contamination to the public water supply from 
these standpipes. 

Over the past few years, a substantial number of standpipes and taps have been disconnected 
and removed following problems of leakage and vandalism. 

East of Scotland Water wish to initiate a programme which would see the disconnection and 
removal of all standpipes at garage sites from the public water supply. 

The Housing Department has not been contacted by residents in Cumbernauld when standpipes 
have been disconnected and removed in the past. It is, therefore, not envisaged that such a 
programme would create any major problems and in light of the comments on the risk of 
contamination of the public water supply, would more likely be beneficial. 
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3 Recommendation 

3.1 It is recommended that Committee note East of Scotland Water’s proposals to initiate a 
programme of disconnection and removal of standpipes and taps at all garage sites in 
Cumbernauld. 

4 Backwound Papers 

4.1 Background papers are available within the Housing Department. 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 


