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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

Subject: Old Monkland - Estate Regeneration 
update 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Introduction 

This report provides an update concerning the proposals for regeneration of the Old 
Monkland housing estate and seeks approval to demolish flatted properties at 3 to 37 Blantyre‘ 
Street. It also proposes that tenants transfemng as part of a stock transfer should retain their 
transfer list position. 

’ 

Background 

The flats within the Old Monkland housing estate are in poor condition and have been the 
subject of previous Housing Committee reports since August 1996 to date. A development 
brief was issued last year inviting proposals for acquisition of these properties linked to a five 
year redevelopment of the area. 

At the meeting on 14th January 1998 the Housing Committee received a report on the 
evaluation of the bids received and authorised officials to seek revised submissions fiom two 
bidders. At the subsequent Housing Committee meeting on 28th January 1998, Committee 
approved the submission of a bid to the Scottish Office for New Housing Partnership funding 
for Old Monkland. 

Following receipt and evaluation of the revised submissions, the Council agreed on 12 
February 1998 that Clyde Valley Housing Association should be selected as ‘preferred 
bidder’ and a bid for New housing Partnership funds was submitted to the Scottish Office in 
accordance with this decision. 

The tenants in the Old Monkland area have been consulted concerning the proposals for 
redevelopment of the area. The Tenants Information Service (TIS) is currently acting as 
‘Independent Advisers’ to the tenants steering group in the Old Monkland area and assisting 
their examination of the proposals by Clyde Valley Housing Association. The tenants steering 
group have expressed preference for a stock transfer to Clyde Valley Housing Association 
rather than to a new ‘Local Housing Company’. 
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New Housing Partnership bid. 

The Scottish Office decision on New Housing Partnership bids is not yet known, but is 
expected at the end of April 1998. 

3-37 Blantyre Street. 

These properties comprise two closes of four storey flats in poor condition, located opposite a 
new build housing development. It was proposed that these properties be included in the 
stock transferred to Clyde Valley Housing Association if the New Housing Partnership bid 
was successful. 

Of the 16 flats concerned only three are currently occupied, and these are expected to be 
emptied shortly. Concerns have been expressed locally about the problems of insecurity, 
possible fire raising and negative impact arising from these properties lying empty for months 
pending a stock transfer and later demolition. It is estimated that demolition costs would not 
exceed E40,OOO and that this could be met from the 1998/99 capital programme. 

Transfer list applicants. 

Many tenants who would be subject to the proposed housing stock transfer to Clyde Valley 
Housing Association, currently have housing transfer applications and have been awaiting a 
transfer of house. Whilst it is envisaged that the Old Monkland area will improve 
dramatically over the proposed five year redevelopment period, clearly some tenants would 
still wish to be rehoused elsewhere due to family, employment or other circumstances. It is 
proposed that tenants transfemng as part of a transfer of housing stock in Old Monkland 
should retain their waiting list position and be eligible for a transfer when their turn arises in 
accordance with the normal transfer conditions. 

Recommendations. 

It is recommended that Committee: 

(i) Note the contents of this report. 

(ii) Approve demolition of 3-37 Blantyre Street, Old Monkland, Coatbridge at a cost not 
exceeding E40,OOO fi-om 1998/99 HRA capital budget, provided that the New Housing 
Partnership funding bid is successful. 

(iii) Give approval to the Director of Administration, in consultation with the Convenor of 
the Committee, to accept the demolition tender. 

(iv) Approve that tenants in Old Monkland who transfer as part of a Housing Stock Transfer 
to Clyde Valley Housing Association, should retain their waiting list position within 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Housing Transfer list. 

7. 
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Background Information 

Available from the Director of Housing 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 


