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Motherwell, 29 April 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Craigie, Vice-Conveners; Councillors A. Burns, 
Cox, Gray, Hogg, Lafferty, Lyle, McAlorum, W. Martin, Morgan, Murphy, G. Murray, S.V. Murray, Nolan, 
Robertson, Selfridge, Sullivan and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Head of 
Housing Strategy and Resources, Housing Benefits Manager, Director of Construction Services, Head of 
Design Services and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Provost Mathieson, Councillors Chadha, Leitch, Lunny, McCabe, H. McGuigan, McKendrick, Macleod, 
Maginnis and Shaw. 
 
 
REVENUE  ESTIMATES  -  FINANCIAL  MONITORING  STATEMENT  -  HOUSING  DEPARTMENT 
 
1. There was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Finance advising of current 

departmental spending levels for the period from 1 April 1997 to 3 March 1998 and providing a 
comparison of actual expenditure and income against the budgeted expenditure and income. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE  -  CONFIRMATION  OF  SUBMISSION  
 
2. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 1998 

when, inter alia, the Director of Housing had been authorised to submit finalised proposals to the 
Scottish Office by 20 March 1998 based on various proposals which had been approved as the basis 
of the Council’s bid for resources under the Empty Homes Initiative, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 2 April 1998 by the Director of Housing providing details of the finalised proposals 
submitted to the Scottish Office on 20 March 1998 for Challenge Funding under the Empty Homes 
Initiative (1) detailing a summary of the finalised proposals as contained within Appendix 1 to the 
report; (2) intimating that certain outline proposals approved by the Committee on 11 March 1998 
had been withdrawn from the bid for the reasons detailed in the report; (3) advising that the bid now 
totalled £900,658 which would yield leverage of £1,360,914 from other sources and make a total 
investment package of £2,261,572 for 1998/99, and (4) indicating that, if successful, the bid would 
bring 59 properties  which have been vacant for approximately six months or more back into 
effective use. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Director of Housing to submit the finalised bid for 

resources under the Empty Homes Initiative as detailed in the report be homologated. 
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Councillor Beekman declared interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof. 
 
 
NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIP  INITIATIVES -  OUTCOME  OF  BID  SUBMISSION 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of this Committee held on 28 January 1998 when inter 

alia it had been agreed to submit a New Housing Partnership Bid for Old Monkland Coatbridge as 
first priority and Scottish Homes (ex Cumbernauld District Council) stock, Cumbernauld as second 
priority the Director of Housing reported that the outcome of the Bid, from the Scottish Office, was 
now expected to be intimated to the Council in early May 1998,  and  that the outcome would be 
reported to the Housing Committee. 

 
Decided: that a report on the outcome of the bid for the New Housing Partnership Initiative be 

reported to a future Housing Committee. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  NEEDS  SURVEY 
 
4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the initial findings of the Housing Needs Survey carried out by Market Research Scotland which 
would assist in the development of the Council’s first Housing Plan and other strategic planning 
documents (1) indicating that the Survey involved 4,000 households across all tenures and main 
settlement areas; (2) advising that the survey was now complete with the initial findings contained 
within Appendix 1 to the report, and (3) highlighting that further analysis was currently being 
undertaken, particularly in relation to household composition, overcrowding and satisfaction with 
Landlord. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the initial findings of the Housing Needs Survey as detailed within Appendix 1 to the 

report be noted, and 
 

(2) that further analysis being undertaken to assist in the development of the Council’s first 
Housing Plan, other strategic planning documents and Housing Quality Plan be noted. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  INTO  THE  MILLENNIUM  -  A  NEW  AGENDA  FOR  COUNCILS 
 
5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the Strategy Document “Housing Into the Millennium - A New Agenda for Councils” which had been 
prepared as part of the housing element of COSLA’s Social Strategy Forum Work Plan (1) indicating 
that a Member/Officer Housing Task Group had been established by COSLA’s Social Affairs and 
Rural Affairs to develop local government housing policy which was relevant for the 21st Century; (2) 
outlining within Appendix 1 to the report the terms of reference of the COSLA Housing Task Group; 
(3) detailing within Appendix 2 to the report an executive summary of the Task Group report; (4) 
identifying and commenting on 50 recommendations arising from the Task Group’s report as detailed 
within Appendix 3 to the report, and (5) advising that the main thrust of the report and the key issues 
identified were broadly in line with the Council’s Housing Strategy and its submission to the Scottish 
Office in the document entitled “A Housing Agenda for the New Government” as approved by the 
Committee on 3 July 1997, and (6) indicating that COSLA had advised that Members of the Task 
Group could visit the Council to discuss the report’s recommendations and how these could be 
progressed. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the COSLA Housing Task Group’s report “Housing Into the Millennium - A New Agenda 
for Councils” be noted; 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to formulate a response to the document based on 

the comments set out within Appendix 3 to the report; 
 

(3) that the offer by COSLA that representative members of the Housing Task Group to visit the 
Council to discuss the reports recommendations and how these could be progressed be 
accepted, and 

 
(4) that the report be remitted to the Social Work Committee for its consideration. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  -  ANNUAL  POLICY  STATEMENT  AND  HOUSING  CHECKLIST  
 
6. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, the submission of returns to the Scottish Office reflecting the Council’s initial 
priorities for capital investment as outlined had been approved, on the understanding that a further 
more detailed report be submitted to the next Committee, there was submitted a report  (docketed) 
dated 14 April 1998 by the Director of Housing outlining the contents of the Council’s returns in 
connection with the 1998/99 Capital Programmes, as detailed within Appendix 1 which comprised 
three elements, Housing Capital Programme, Annual Policy Statement and Housing Checklist. 

 
Decided: that the returns submitted to the Scottish Office in relation to the Council’s 1998/99 

Capital Programmes as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report be noted. 
 
 
 
REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
 
7. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 April 1998 by the Director of Housing indicating 

that since the last Committee, reports entitled “Community Participation in Rural Housing - Scottish 
Homes”, “Working Together for a Healthier Scotland - A Consultation Document - The Scottish Office 
Department of Health, February 1998” and “Social Exclusion in Scotland - A Consultation Paper - 
The Scottish Office Development Department, February 1998” had been received and copies placed 
in the Members’ Library. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
LOCAL  CARE  PARTNERSHIP  BID 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when, inter alia, it was agreed that the outcome of proposals for the Local Care Partnership 
Scheme be reported to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated March 1998 by the Directors of Housing and Social Work regarding the outcome of a jointly 
agreed proposal by Officers of the Council, Lanarkshire Health Board and Lanarkshire Health Care 
NHS Trust under the Local Care Partnership Scheme (1) outlining the background to the Local Care 
Partnership Scheme under which bids were invited by 31 March 1998 for 1998/99 and 1 June 1998 
for 1998/2000; (2) intimating that, to meet the deadline, only one proposal to establish a liaison 
physiotherapist in the Cumbernauld area had been submitted; (3) detailing that the bid for £14,100 
would be wholly funded through the Local Care Partnership Scheme for the first year, with 
subsequent funding met through the reallocation of Health Service Resources following the review 
outlined within the report, with no additional costs to the Council, and (4) informing that further bids 
for 1999/2000  were under consideration to meet the deadline of 1 June 1998. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the bid for Local Care Partnership Scheme funding to establish a liaison physiotherapist 
in the Cumbernauld area be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Directors of Housing and Social Work be authorised to carry out the necessary work 

in order to prepare a bid for funding through the Scheme for 1999/2000. 
 
 
 
PROPOSED  CONVERSION  OF  10  PROPERTIES  TO  SHELTERED  HOUSING  -  MOODIESBURN 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 with regard to the Housing Capital Programme when, inter alia, approval had been given to 
progress the conversion of properties in Moodiesburn to sheltered housing, there was submitted a 
report (docketed) dated 23 March 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of the conversion of ten 
properties at Huntly Path, Moodiesburn the cost of which would be contained within the 1998/99 HRA 
Capital Programme (1) outlining the background to and the need for the conversions; (2) detailing the 
locations of the ten properties; (3) intimating that, in order to comply with Scottish Office Regulations 
relating to the definition of sheltered housing, work as summarised within Appendix 2 to the report 
required to be undertaken; (4) indicating that following the conversion, the properties would be 
exempt from the right to buy under the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, and (5) informing that based on 
the current Bulk Tender Schedule of Rates, the total cost of converting the properties was estimated 
at £39,567, as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided: that subject to further consultation with the existing residents the conversion of ten 

properties at Huntly Path, Moodiesburn to sheltered housing at an estimated cost of 
£39,567 be approved. 

 
 
 
PROPOSED  CONVERSION  OF  6  PROPERTIES  TO  SHELTERED  HOUSING  -  CUMBERNAULD  
VILLAGE 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 with regard to the Housing Capital Programme when, inter alia, approval had been given to 
progress the conversion of six properties at Smithyends, Cumbernauld Village to sheltered housing, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 March 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 
of the conversion of six properties at Smithyends, Cumbernauld Village, the costs of which would be 
contained within the 1998/99 HRA Capital Programme (1) outlining the background to and the need 
for the conversions; (2) detailing the locations of the six properties; (3) intimating that, in order to 
comply with the Scottish Office Regulations relating to the definition of sheltered housing, work as 
summarised within Appendix 2 to the report required to be undertaken; (4) indicating that following 
the conversion the properties would be exempt from the right to buy under the Housing (Scotland) 
Act 1987, and (5) advising that the estimated cost of converting the properties to sheltered housing 
would be £18,384 as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided: that subject to further consultation with the existing residents the conversion of the six 

properties to sheltered housing at an estimated cost of £18,384  be approved. 
 
 
 
GUIDANCE  ON  PREPARING  AND  IMPLEMENTING  A  MULTI-AGENCY  STRATEGY  TO  TACKLE  
VIOLENCE  AGAINST  WOMEN 
 
11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 March 1998 by the Director of Housing advising of 

the recommendations contained in the COSLA report entitled “Guidance on Preparing and 
Implementing a Multi-Agency Strategy to Tackle Violence Against Women” (1) outlining the 
background to and the need for a Multi-Agency Strategy to Tackle Violence Against Women; 
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(2) setting out the response to the recommendations relating to Housing Issues contained in the 
COSLA report, and (3) intimating that a number of Working Groups had been established involving 
Members of the  Housing and Social Work Departments to consider identified issues. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the proposed response in respect of Housing related issues to the COSLA report as 
detailed within the report be approved as the Council’s response, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing in consultation with other appropriate officers of the Council 

formulate a draft Council Policy on Violence Against Women, for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  -  ROUGH  SLEEPERS  INITIATIVE 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 October 

1997 when, inter alia, it had been agreed to prepare further bids for Rough Sleepers Initiative 
Challenge Funding following further analysis of the problem of Rough Sleeping in North Lanarkshire, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 April 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) advising 
that the Scottish Office had again invited Local Authorities to bid for the balance of Challenge 
Funding of approximately £5 m to be released in two phases in May 1998 and October 1998 as 
detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, and (2) detailing outline proposals as  contained within 
Appendix 2 to this report and prepared by the Inter-Agency Rough Sleepers Forum as the basis of 
the Council’s bid. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the guidelines for Rough Sleepers Initiative Challenge Funding issued by the Scottish 

Office dated 12 March 1998 be noted; 
 

(2) that the outline proposals contained within Appendix 2 to the report be approved as the basis 
of the Council’s bid, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Housing be authorised to submit finalised proposals to the Scottish Office 

by 15 May 1998. 
 
 
 
SCOTLAND’S  TRAVELLING  PEOPLE 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 August 

1997 when it had been noted that North Lanarkshire Council no longer required to tolerate 
unauthorised encampments by Travelling Persons as the Council now met the defined “pitch target” 
of 88 pitches for Travellers laid down by the Secretary of State in Circular 25/1996, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) advising of the 
reappointment of the Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on Scotland’s Travelling People, Local 
Authority targets for the number of pitches required for Travellers, and the Policy concerning the 
monitoring of Traveller numbers in site occupancy, and (2) indicating that the proposed monitoring 
system for Travellers numbers and site occupancy had still to be developed and would be reported to 
the Committee in due course. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
MANSFIELD  ROAD/BLACKMOSS  DRIVE  AREA  BELLSHILL  -  APPOINTMENT  OF  RESIDENT  
CARETAKER 
 
14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

the appointment of a Resident Caretaker for the Mansfield Road/Blackmoss Drive area of Bellshill 
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(1) detailing the regeneration works required for the area, and (2) intimating that provision had been 
made within the 1998/99 Housing Revenue Accounts Estimates for this post to cover twelve closes. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the appointment of a Resident Caretaker, at a salary of Grade MG3 for the Mansfield 

Road/Blackmoss Drive area of Bellshill be approved, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
CONCIERGE  SERVICE  (CENTRAL DISTRICT)  -  UPDATE 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when inter alia, that the implementation of the Concierge/Caretaking Review Proposals - 
Central District had been approved, there was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director 
of Housing regarding further improvements towards achieving standards to the Concierge Service in 
the Central District (1) detailing the current staffing level of Concierge Service in the Central District; 
(2) advising of negotiations with Trades Unions on a Camera Monitoring Facility; (3) indicating that 
due to problems in commissioning the camera and gate equipment at Milton Court, Airdrie the 
Service was not fully operational, and (4) informing that there would be further Committee reports 
submitted in due course relating to the expansion of the Camera Monitoring Service as a way of 
earning income to reduce costs and enable the Service to meet the challenge of Best Value. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
RATIONALISATION  OF  COURT  EXPENSES  -  RENT  ARREARS 
 
16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Housing proposing the 

standardising the Policy for charging for Court Expenses to current tenants in rent arrears throughout 
the Authority (1) outlined the background to and the need for the standardisation of the Policy for 
charging of Court expenses; (2) detailing the range of costs which were recoverable within North 
Lanarkshire, and (3) intimating that as a result of the different Policies operated by former 
Authorities, the standard fee of £35.86 plus Sheriff Officer’s fees were charged by the North and 
South Districts, and a combined charge of £72.71 plus Sheriff Officer’s fees was charged within the 
Central District, with all fees being charged directly against the tenant’s current rent account. 

 
Decided: that the charging of Court Expenses to tenants in rent arrears standardised for the 

North Lanarkshire area on the basis of recovery of booking fees and Sheriff Officer’s 
fees only, with effect from 1 June 1998 be approved. 

 
 
 
ESTATE  BASED  INITIATIVES  -  AREA  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when it had been agreed that Estate Based Initiative Projects be considered in the first instance 
by Area Committees, with a view to the submission of their recommendations to this Committee, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 March 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 
Estate Based Initiative Projects which had been considered and agreed by certain Area Committees 
to date (1) intimating that when setting the Housing Revenue Account budget for 1998/99 provision of 
£165,000 had been made to pursue Estate Based Initiative Projects designed to upgrade the local 
environment; (2) advising that in accordance with normal procedures this sum was apportioned 
based on Housing stock within each Area Office area as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, and 
(3) indicating that the Area Housing Offices had identified various Estate Based Initiative Projects 

C 
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which had been considered and agreed by certain Area Committees as detailed within Appendix 2 to 
the report. 

 
Decided: that the Estate Based Initiative Projects detailed in Appendix 2 to the report be 

approved. 
 
 
 
STREAMLINING  OF  HOUSING  ALLOCATION  PROCEDURES  -  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 August 

1997 when progress on the Council’s Housing Allocation Policy had been noted, there was submitted 
a report (docketed) dated 20 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a number of proposed 
amendments to the Housing Allocation Policy which operated within Central District and which had 
been discussed and agreed in principle by the Allocations and Homelessness Member/Officer 
Working Group (1) outlining the background to and the need for streamlining of Housing Allocation 
Procedures in the Central District; (2) detailing the recommended amendments to the policy with 
regard to “Pecking Order”, Transfer Applicants, House Type Selection, Aged Persons Housing, Multi-
storey Flats, Under-occupation, and Homeless Sub-Tenant Applicants as detailed within Appendices 
1 and 2 to the report, and (3) proposing a number of changes to administrative procedures with 
regard to Checking Transfer Forms, House Offers, House Pre-allocation, Refusals, and Difficult to 
Let List. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the amendments to the Housing Allocation Policy within Central District as outlined 

within the report be agreed in principle, and  
 

(2) that proposed amendments be subject to consultation with service users in the Central 
District, with the results of the consultation exercise being reported to a future meeting of the 
Committee prior to implementation. 

 
 
 
PROPOSED  STAFFING  STRUCTURE  -  HOUSING  AND  COUNCIL  TAX  BENEFITS 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January  

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Council Tax Rebate function be transferred from 
the Director of Finance to the Director of Housing, and the functional responsibility of cash collection 
be transferred to the Director of Finance, and staff be transferred as appropriate in both instances 
with effect from 1 April 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1998 by the 
Director of Housing regarding proposals for a new staffing structure which would combine the 
administration of Housing and Council Tax benefits and also address the Department of Social 
Security’s growing emphasis on the accuracy of benefit administration and prevention of fraud (1) 
intimating that the main objective of the new staffing structure was to rationalise the present service 
delivery arrangements and secure financial savings in the region of £200,000 in the current financial 
year; (2) detailing the current establishments of staff  administering Housing and Council Tax 
Benefits as detailed within Appendix A to the report, and the proposed staffing structure as detailed 
within Appendices B and C to the report, and (3) intimating that consultation on these proposals had 
taken place. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that  the proposed staffing  structure for Housing and Council Tax Benefits as detailed at 

Appendices B and C to the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 

C 
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SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CIRCULAR  ON  HOUSING  AND NEIGHBOUR  PROBLEMS  
 
20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the content of the Scottish Office Draft Circular on Housing and Neighbour Problems published in 
March 1998 (1) indicating that the Draft Circular built on the conclusions of the report by the Scottish 
Home Affairs Committee following their inquiry into Housing and Anti-Social behaviour; (2) 
summarising the key elements of the Draft Circular in terms of Policy developments, legal aspects 
and administration arrangements, and (3) intimating that the Draft Circular contained practical 
guidance on a range of measures designed to tackle the problem of neighbour problems and anti-
social behaviour. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) a Member/Officer Group be established to review the issues contained within the Scottish 

Office circular and that a report thereon be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, 
and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to respond welcoming the publication of the draft 

circular by the Scottish Office. 
 
 
 
RIGHT  TO  BUY:  CONSULTATION  PAPER  RE  CHANGE  TO  COST  FLOOR  RULES 
 
21. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a  

consultation paper issued by the Scottish Office Development Department in respect of a range of 
proposals intended to alter the “Cost Floor” Rule for the Right to Buy Scheme, (1) indicating that the 
Cost Floor Rule  was a limit to the amount of discount available to tenants when purchasing under 
the Right to Buy legislation; (2) summarising three proposals by the Scottish Office to alter the cost 
floor rule which would (a) change the period to which the cost floor applied from 5 to 10 years; (b) 
include some repair costs towards the cost floor, and (c) change the cost floor for tenants with a 
Preserved Right to Buy, and (3) detailing responses to all three Scottish Office proposals. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Scottish Office consultation paper in respect of the “Cost Floor “Rule be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Administration be authorised to respond to the Scottish Office as detailed 

within the report. 
 
 
 
REVIEW  OF  MARC  CASH  PAYMENT  FACILITY 
 
22. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a 

review of  the MARC cash payment facilities located at the Quadrant Centre, Coatbridge and Bank 
Street, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to and the need for the removal of the facilities; (2) 
detailing all options available in respect of the removal or relocation of the systems, and (3) 
intimating that the cost of the MARC payment facility was difficult to justify when alternatives for 
payment were available to Council House tenants. 

 
Decided: that the MARC payment facilities be removed from the locations detailed in the report, 

with immediate effect. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL  IT  SUPPORT  MANAGEMENT 
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23. With reference paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 1998 
when, inter alia, it had been agreed to approve, in principle, the developments contained in the IT 
Development Plan for 1998/99, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 April 1998 by the 
Director of Housing proposing that the post of IT Development Officer within the Housing Department 
be regraded (1) advising that the grading of this post had been reviewed in light of developments 
which had taken place and which were planned for the future; (2) detailing all aspects of the IT 
Development Officer’s duties, and (3) proposing that the post be re-graded to AP5/PO1, at an 
additional maximum cost of £4,600. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the grading of the post of  IT Development Officer to AP5/PO1 be approved, and 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
CARBON  MONOXIDE  DETECTORS  INSTALLED  IN  THE  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  AND 
MOODIESBURN  AREA  RESULTS  OF  MONITORING  EXERCISE 
 
24. With reference to paragraph 33 of the Minute of this Committee held on 3 December 1997 when, 

inter alia approval had been given for problematic carbon monoxide detectors to be replaced on an 
ad hoc basis by new carbon monoxide detectors to BS7860 standard as the need arose, up to the 
next round of annual heating service visits, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 April 
1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the performance of BRK carbon monoxide detectors which 
had been replaced over the period from December 1997 to March 1998 and replacement carbon 
monoxide detectors to BS7860 standard (1) detailing the results of the monitoring of the both types of 
detectors; (2) proposing that the existing problematic BRK Carbon Monoxide detectors continue to be 
replaced in the Central District and Moodiesburn area; (3) informing that a further 5,000 units would 
be replaced at the time of the annual servicing visits this year, and continue to be replaced on an ad 
hoc basis as call-outs occurred; (4) intimating that monitoring would continue to be undertaken in 
respect of the performance of the replacement carbon monoxide detectors to BS7860 standard, and 
(5) advising that while there was financial provision within the contract for servicing and maintenance 
of gas and solid fuel central heating systems for the servicing and maintenance of carbon monoxide 
detectors, the contractor had confirmed that the detectors would be replaced at no extra cost. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the replacement of the problematic BRK carbon monoxide detectors in the Central 

District and Moodiesburn Area as outlined within the report be approved, and  
 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future Committee on the replacement of the remaining 
problematic BRK carbon monoxide detectors as part of next year’s servicing visit. 

 
 
 
FUTURE  CONTRACT(S)  FOR  THE  CYCLIC  MAINTENANCE  AND  AD  HOC  REPAIRS  TO  DOOR  
ENTRY,  CCTV  AND CONCIERGE  SYSTEMS 
 
25.  With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when, inter alia, the Director of Housing had been authorised to negotiate an extension to 
March 1999 to two existing maintenance contracts with Messrs Scotshield Limited, Airdrie, for all 
door entry systems, CCTV systems and concierge systems in North Lanarkshire, there was submitted 
a report (docketed)  dated 9 April 1998 by the Director of Housing proposing the co-ordination of the  
relevant work beyond the current period of extension of both contracts which expire on 31 March 
1999 (1) detailing the various contract options in respect of the manner in which equipment types 
could be grouped; (2) intimating the options in terms of contract duration and the preferred option; (3) 
advising that all contract(s) would incorporate the Council’s right to terminate the contract(s) in the 
event of contractors’ failing to comply with contract conditions or specification standards; (4) outlining  
the tender contract letting timescale as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, and (5) indicating 
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that the future budget for cyclic maintenance and ad hoc repairs for door entry systems, CCTV 
systems and concierge were contained within the existing Revenue Repairs budget. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing be authorised to prepare separate contracts for (1) door 

entry systems and (2) CCTV and concierge systems with both contracts on a Council 
wide basis and for a duration of 3 years. 

 
 
 
PROGRAMME  FOR  REPLACEMENT  OF  ELECTRIC  HEATING  SYSTEMS 
 
26. With reference to paragraph 54 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when inter alia, it had been agreed to approve principles for the establishment of a priority order  
for the replacement of electric heating systems programme and the choices of types of heating 
systems to be offered to tenants as part of the electric central heating system replacement 
programme,  there was submitted a report dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) detailing 
the progress to date in respect of the formulation of the programme, and (2) intimating that 
formulation of the programme details on an area basis was nearing completion and that the details 
when formulated would be distributed to all Members of the Council. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
1998/99  REPAIRS  AND  MAINTENANCE  BUDGET 
 
27. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 January 

1998, when, inter alia, service improvement in relation to the repairs and maintenance budget 
1998/99 had been approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 April 1998 allocating 
the 1998/99 Housing Repairs and Maintenance Budgets against the various classifications of repair 
(1) intimating that the 1998/99 Repairs and Maintenance Budget was based on the 1997/98 base 
budget scaled back to take account of stock projections, savings on the new heating maintenance 
contract and service improvements; (2) detailing the proposed budget profile and apportionment to 
Area Housing Offices; (3) indicating that the resources would be targeted to reflect demand for 
response repairs, and (4) advising that a planned maintenance programme to sustain the 
improvements secured through previous capital investment would be developed. 

 
Decided: that the 1998/99 budget profiles for each area, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the 

report, be approved. 
 
 
 
WATER  STAND  PIPES  IN  CUMBERNAULD 
 
28. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

correspondence received from the East of Scotland Water Authority indicating that it was their 
intention to initiate a programme for the disconnection and removal of water standpipes at all garage 
areas in Cumbernauld. 

 
Decided: that the report be continued to a future meeting to allow further consideration of the 

proposal. 
 
 
 
1997/98  HOUSING  CAPITAL  MONITORING  AND  PROGRESS  STATUS  REPORT 
 
29. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 March 1997 

when, inter alia the 1997/98 Housing Capital Programme (HRA) was approved, there was submitted 
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a joint progress report (docketed) dated 15 April 1998 by the Directors of Housing and Construction 
Services on the progress of the 1997/98 Capital Programme. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOFS,  ROSEMARY  TILE  RE-ROOFING  PROGRAMME  -  CENTRAL  AREA,  
PHASE  7 
 
30. There was submitted a report dated 19 March 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the Defective Pitched Roofs, Rosemary Tile Re-Roofing Programme, 
Central Area, Phase 7 was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in 
the sum of £338,671.76, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
line with authority granted by the Committee on 11 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION  1998/99 
 
(1)  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENT  WORKS  -  CAMBUSNETHAN  AND  CRAIGNEUK,  WISHAW 
 
31. There was submitted a report dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the Mini Estate Regeneration 1998/99 - Environmental Improvement 
Works - Cambusnethan and Craigneuk, Wishaw, was that of McCully and Sons, Bellshill, in the sum 
of £106,550,32, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line with 
authority granted by the Committee on 11 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  BUILDERWORK¸  CRAIGNEUK  AND  COLTNESS 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the Mini Estate Regeneration 1998/99 - Builderwork, Craigneuk and 
Coltness, was that of James Sim Limited, Kirkintilloch, in the sum of £133,408.91, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line with authority granted by  the 
Committee on 11 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(3)  EXTERNAL  WORKS,  MANSFIELD  ROAD  AND  BLACKMOSS  DRIVE,  BELLSHILL 
 
33. There was submitted a report dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the Mini Estate Regeneration 1998/99 - External Works, Mansfield Road 
and Blackmoss Drive, Bellshill, was that of Lanrec Contracts Limited, Motherwell, in the sum of 
£156,855.50, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line with 
authority granted by the Committee on 11 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
UPVC  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  301  HOUSES,  CRAIGNEUK,  WISHAW, 
 
34. There was submitted a report dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the UPVC Window Replacement Programme 1998/99, 301 Houses, 
Craigneuk, Wishaw, was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the 
sum of £314,219.79, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line 
with authority granted by the Committee on 11 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 



 HOUSING  –  29 April 1998 
 

 

 
935 

 
RAINSCREEN  CLADDING  TO  NETHERWOOD  AND  BARONS  TOWERS  -  ADDITION  OF  DALZIEL  
TOWER,  MUIRHOUSE,  MOTHERWELL 
 
35. With reference to paragraph 43 of the Minute of this Committee held on 3 December 1997 when 

inter alia, it had been agreed (1) to defer work on Rainscreen Cladding to Dalziel Tower, Motherwell, 
and (2) that negotiation of a reduced tender sum with the lowest tenderer, Miller Construction 
Limited, Glasgow, for the Rainscreen Cladding to Netherwood and Barons Towers, Muirhouse, 
Motherwell be approved, there was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of 
Construction Services (1) intimating that funding for Dalziel Tower, Motherwell  had now been 
identified within the Housing Capital Programme (HRA) 1998/99 under the Energy Efficiency 
Programme, with a maximum spend this year of £900,000; (2) informing that the balance of funding 
could be found from the £1,600,000 included in the base programme for 1999/2000; (3) indicating 
that an extension to the existing contract with Miller Construction Limited, Glasgow  for the addition 
of Dalziel Tower, Motherwell based on the same contract rates had been negotiated in order to 
expedite the works, and (4) informing that the variation to the contract required additional funding of 
£1,465,350.08 to the original approved expenditure of £2,935,000.03 giving a total contract cost of 
£4,400,350.11. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the negotiation of an extension to the existing contract with Miller Construction Limited, 

Glasgow in the sum of £1,465,350.08 for Dalziel Tower, Muirhouse, Motherwell by the 
Director of Construction Services be homologated; 

 
(2) that the contract be so extended, and 

 
(3) that the total contract  of £4,400,350.11 for Rainscreen Cladding to Netherwood, Barons and 

Dalziel Towers, Motherwell be noted. 
 
 
 
DEMOLITION  OF  FIVE  BLOCKS  OF  FLATS,  SIKESIDE,  COATBRIDGE 
 
36. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the North Lanarkshire Council held on 12 February 

1998 when the extension of the existing contract with George Hunter (Demolishers) Limited, Glasgow 
to include the demolition of five blocks of flats at Sikeside, Coatbridge at an estimated cost of 
£84,000 had been agreed, there was submitted a report dated 14 April 1998 by the Director of 
Construction Services (1) advising that an extension to the existing contract with the Contractor 
previously working on the demolition of five blocks in the Old Monkland area, for the demolition of 
the additional five blocks at Sikeside, Coatbridge had been negotiated in order to expedite works; (2) 
proposing that the contract with George Hunter (Demolishers) Limited, Glasgow be extended to 
include the block at No.12 Cumbrae Crescent, Coatbridge at the existing contract rates, and (3) 
indicating that this variation to the contract required additional funding of £23,000 to the original 
approved expenditure of £83,938.58 giving a total contract cost of £106,938.58. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the negotiation of an extension to the existing contract with George Hunter 

(Demolishers) Limited, Glasgow in the sum of £23,000 for the inclusion of the empty block at 
No.12 Cumbrae Crescent, Coatbridge by the Director of Construction Services up to a 
maximum expenditure of £106,938.58 be homologated; 

 
(2) that the contract be so extended, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Construction Services be authorised to prepare tenders for the demolition 

of the remaining four occupied blocks at Sikeside, Coatbridge, as they became vacant. 
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PROPOSED  LIFT  REPLACEMENTS  AT  CHEVIOT,  MERRICK  AND  PENTLAND  COURTS,  AIRDRIE 
 
37. With reference to paragraph 50 of the Minute of this Committee held on 28 January 1998 when, 

inter alia, the reduced tender by Lift Maintenance Limited, Glasgow, for the lift replacement at 
Coursington Tower, Motherwell and Witchwood Court, Coatbridge in the amount of £330,383.55 had 
been accepted and the Director of Construction Services had been authorised to continue 
negotiations with the contractor to produce a new method statement on the replacement of the lifts 
for Merrick Court, Cheviot Court and Pentland Court, Airdrie there was submitted a report dated 
21 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services (1) advising that the Director of Housing 
following consultation with tenants, had decided to decant tenants where necessary to temporary 
accommodation, to allow the lifts within Cheviot, Merrick and Pentland Courts, Airdrie, to be 
replaced, and (2) seeking Committee authority to accept a tender for that work which the Director of 
Construction Services had negotiated with Lift Maintenance Limited, Glasgow. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken to negotiate with the contractor undertaking lift replacements at 

Coursington Tower, Motherwell and Witchwood Court, Coatbridge, to extend that contract to 
include Merrick Court, Cheviot Court and Pentland Court, Airdrie be homolgated; 

 
(2) that the extension of the existing contract with Lift Maintenance Limited, Glasgow for lift 

replacement at Merrick Court, Cheviot Court and Pentland Court, Airdrie in the sum of 
£236,432.34 be approved, and 

 
(3) that the total contract of £566,815.89 for lift replacement at Coursington Tower, Motherwell, 

Witchwood Court, Coatbridge and Merrick Court, Cheviot Court and Pentland Court, Airdrie 
be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTROLLED  DOOR  ENTRY  PROGRAMME  (CENTRAL)  1997/98 
 
38. There was submitted a report dated 6 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that tenders had been received for the contract for the Controlled Door Entry Programme (Central) 
1997/98 and recommending that the lowest satisfactory offer be accepted. 

 
The Director of Construction Services intimated orally that there was a contractual design issue which 
required to be resolved. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Administration in consultation with the Convener be authorised to 

accept the lowest satisfactory offer in the event that the contractual design issue was 
resolved. 

 
 
 
DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOF  (ROSEMARY  TILES)  PROGRAMME  1998/99  SOUTH  AREA  -  
MOTHERWELL,  PHASE  12 
 
39. There was submitted a report dated 22 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof (Rosemary Tiles) 
Programme 1998/99 South Area - Motherwell, Phase 12, was that of Ailsa Building Contractors 
Limited, Coatbridge, in the sum of £97,116.99, and (2) the Director of Administration was now 
progressing this matter in line with authority granted by the Committee on 11 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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PROJECTED  RETURN   IMPLEMENTATION  ARRANGEMENTS  BETWEEN  COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
40. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 

held on 13 May 1997 when, inter alia, approval had been given to the delegation of power to the 
Director of Administration, after consultation with the Convener, to allow the acceptance of tenders 
between meetings, there was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Construction 
Services providing a list of tenders to be returned prior to the meeting of the next Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the projected return, prior to the next meeting of the Committee, of tenders as detailed 

within the report be noted, and 
 

(2) that in accordance with the decision of the Policy and Resources Committee and subject to 
the whole provisions thereof, approval be given for acceptance of the tenders including any 
other works which may require to be accelerated, and to the action required prior to the 
Committee. 

 
 
 
Councillor Beekman declared an interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof. 
 
 
CARE  AND  REPAIR  PROJECT 
 
41. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when it had been agreed that the capital allocation for Care and Repair grants in 1998/99 be 
reported to the Committee in due course, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 April 
1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the progress to date towards the establishment of a Care 
and Repair project for North Lanarkshire Council managed by Clyde Valley Housing Association (1) 
outlining the background to the establishment of the project; (2) detailing all progress to date; (3) 
intimating that the Scottish Office had now advised that borrowing consent  of £214,000 had been 
allocated to North Lanarkshire Council for care and repair grants in 1998/99, as detailed within 
Appendix 1 to this report; (4) advising that this allocation would allow the Care and Repair project to 
be provided with adequate capital funding in its first year to assist a significant number of elderly 
and/or disabled residents with works to their houses; (5) indicating that  in view of the resources 
available, the project would operate on a North Lanarkshire-wide basis from its inception, and (6) 
informing that the Steering Group which had guided the establishment of the project would now be 
succeeded by an Advisory Committee, to which the Council had been asked to nominate a Member. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the progress in establishing the Care and Repair Project be noted; 

 
(2) that the invitation to nominate a Member to serve on the Care and Repair Advisory 

Committee be remitted to the Council, and 
 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Social Work Committee for information. 
 
 
 
KILSYTH  HOUSING  AREA  ACTION  83  -  87  MAIN  STREET  AND  3  BACKBRAE  STREET,  
KILSYTH 
 
42. With reference to paragraph 56 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that there be ongoing discussions with the West of Scotland 
Housing Association with a view to that organisation acquiring the site at 83-87 Main Street and 
3 Backbrae Street, Kilsyth from the owners and being reimbursed by the Council, as an alternative to 
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the disposal of the site at nil value, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 April 1998 by 
the Director of Housing regarding the progress to date in respect of the acquisition of properties at 
83-87 Main Street and 3 Backbrae Street, Kilsyth (1)  intimating that the West of Scotland Housing 
Association had now agreed to acquire the four properties at 83-87 Main Street and 3 Backbrae 
Street, Kilsyth from the owners on the same terms and conditions as had been negotiated by the 
District Valuer on behalf of the Council; (2)  indicating that a Minute of Agreement had been prepared 
and signed by the Head of Legal Services on behalf of the Council and by the West of Scotland 
Housing Association, the terms of which were detailed within Appendix 1 to the report; (3) advising 
that the Housing Association was currently completing legal formalities with a view to an early 
conclusion of Missives in respect of the four properties; (4) informing that the Housing Association 
would make suitable arrangements regarding other interests in the site to allow redevelopment for 
new housing to proceed, and (5) intimating that the Housing Association had received approval from 
Scottish Homes to prepare tenders for the proposed new build housing on the site, with a start on 
construction  projected for early 1999. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action on the acquisition of the properties be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signing of the Minute of Agreement by the Head of Legal Services in respect of 

properties at 83-87 Main Street and 3 Backbrae Street, Kilsyth be homologated. 
 
 
 
5A-5D  AND  6A-6D  HAWTHORN  DRIVE,  GREENEND,  COATBRIDGE 
 
43. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the 

properties at 5A-5D and 6A-6D Hawthorn Drive, Greenend, Coatbridge which were now surplus to 
requirements of the Housing Department (1) advising that a bid for challenge funding under the 
Empty Homes Initiative for 1997/98 included a proposal for renovation of 26 properties in Greenend, 
Coatbridge which included 5A-5D and 6A-6D Hawthorn Drive, Greenend, Coatbridge which were the 
only wholly empty blocks in the area; (2)  indicating that the bid had been rejected by the Scottish 
Office, and (3) advising that consequently the properties at 5A-5D and 6A-6D Hawthorn Drive were 
no longer required and were surplus to requirements. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the properties at 5A-5D and 6A-6D Hawthorn Drive, Greenend, Coatbridge be declared 

surplus to requirements, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 
Sub-Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
HOLEHILLS  INITIATIVE,  AIRDRIE  
 
44. With reference to paragraph 43 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 23 October 

1996 when proposals for the regeneration and development of the Holehills area, Airdrie were 
approved, there was submitted a report dated 21 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in relation to 
the Holehills Initiative advising of progress and indicating that an advert had been placed inviting 
statements of interest. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 
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(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee on the outcome of the 
expressions of interest in the development of the Holehills Site. 

 
 
Councillor Beekman declared an interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof. 
 
 
OLD  MONKLAND  -  ESTATE  REGENERATION  UPDATE 
 
45. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held on 

12 February  1998 when it had been agreed that the bid from Clyde Valley Housing Association and 
Partners form  the basis of the submission for New Housing Partnership fund to the Scottish Office 
for the Old Monkland Development Proposals, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 April 
1998 by the Director of Housing regarding an update on the proposals for the regeneration of the Old 
Monkland Housing Estate including the demolition of flatted properties at 3-37 Blantyre Street, 
Coatbridge (1) outlining the background to Old Monkland Estate Regeneration proposals; (2) 
proposing that the site of the properties at 3-37 Blantyre Street, Coatbridge, be included with the 
housing stock transferred to Clyde Valley Housing Association subject to New Housing Partnership 
bid being successful; (3) advising the demolition costs of these flats would not exceed £40,000 and 
could be met from the 1998/99 Capital Programme, and (4) proposing that tenants transferring as 
part of a transfer of housing stock in Old Monkland should retain their waiting list position and be 
eligible for a transfer when their turn arose in accordance with the normal transfer conditions. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the demolition of 3-37 Blantyre Street, Old Monkland, Coatbridge at a cost not 

exceeding £40,000 from 1998/99 HRA Capital Budget be approved, provided that the new 
housing partnership funding bid was successful; 

 
(2) that the Director of Administration, in consultation with the Convener be authorised to accept 

the demolition tender, and 
 

(3) that the tenants in Old Monkland who transferred as part of a Housing Stock Transfer to 
Clyde Valley Housing Association should retain their waiting list position within North 
Lanarkshire Council’s Housing Transfer List. 

 
 
 
MUIRHOUSE  REDEVELOPMENT  -  LOCKFAST  PARKING  BAYS,  SHIELDS  TOWER,  
MOTHERWELL 
 
46. With reference to paragraph 32 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 October 

1997 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for the upgrading of lockups, 
Muirhouse Phase 2 (South Area) was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, 
Bellshill, there was submitted a report dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of 
rental charge for 14 new lockfast parking bays shortly to be available for use at the rear of Shields 
Tower, Muirhouse, Motherwell (1) detailing the current charge of £3.38 per week for lock-ups and 
garage sites, and (2) proposing that £2.50 per week be the appropriate charge for the new lockfast 
parking bays, with payments being collected in the same way as lock-up charges. 

 
Decided: that the charge of £2.50 per week for the new lockfast parking bays at the rear of 

Shields Tower, Muirhouse, Motherwell be approved. 
 
 
 
BEST  VALUE:  DEVELOPING  HOUSING  QUALITY  PLANS 
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47. With reference to paragraph 63 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December, 
1997 when, inter alia, it was agreed that further reports on the development of the Housing Quality 
Plan and the implementation of Best Value principles be submitted to a future meeting, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 31 March 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the progress 
to date of the draft Housing Quality Plan, Implementation Plan and key short term priorities 
(1) outlining the key elements of the Draft Housing Quality Plan; (2) intimating that in order to 
progress the achievement of Best Value in the Housing Service, key short term priorities had been 
established as part of the Implementation Plan for the period up to 31 March 1998, with the progress 
of these short term priorities being attached as Appendix 1 to the report, and (3) indicating that a 
copy of the departmental Best Value Plan was attached as Appendix 2 to the report, with the tasks 
being progressed during 1998/99 and which would be subject to further reports to the Committee in 
due course. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the progress made in developing a draft Housing Quality Plan be noted; 

 
(2) that the progress of the short term priorities that were established as part of the Best Value 

Implementation Plan up to 31 March 1998 be noted; 
 

(3) that the departmental Best Value Plan established for 1998/99 be approved, and 
 

(4) that further reports on the development of the Draft Housing Quality Plan and the 
implementation of the Best Value Plan be submitted to future Committees as soon as the 
guidance is finalised. 

 
 
 
SERVICE  PLAN  1997  -  QUARTERLY  REVIEW 
 
48. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 April 1998 by the Director of Housing on the 

progress made to date towards the implementation of the priorities identified in the Departmental 
Service Plan for 1997/98 (1) advising that Appendix 1 to the report provided a brief update on the 
progress and current status of each priority as at the end of the fourth quarter to 31 March 1998, and 
(2) intimating that overall significant progress had been made in taking forward the action specified in 
pursuit of the ten strategic objectives for the Housing Service during the  year 1997/98. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CHARTER  MARK  AWARD  1998 
 
49. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of  

the criteria involved in the award of the Governments’ Charter Mark for excellence in service to the 
public (1) outlining the background to the Charter Mark Award; (2) advising that the Charter Mark 
Award was judged on how an organisation performed against individual criteria; (3) detailing the nine 
criteria against which a service would be judged; (4) intimating the timetable for organisations 
intending to apply for the Charter Mark this year, and (5) indicating that a departmental project team 
had been established to register an application and finalise a submission under the Charter Mark 
Scheme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing be authorised to progress an application for the Charter Mark 

Award 1998, and 
 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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VACANT  LAND,  VICTORIA  ROAD,  HARTHILL 
 
50. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the 

proposed lease of land in Victoria Road, Harthill to the Harthill Recreation Group for a floodlit multi 
purpose sports area (1) outlining the background to the application by the Harthill Recreation Group, 
and (2) detailing the results of consultation with local residents. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposal be approved in principle, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee for consideration of the lease arrangements. 
 
 
 
PETITIONS 
 
(1)  CHEVIOT  COURT  AND  CAMPSIE  COURT,  SHAWHEAD,  COATBRIDGE 
 
51. There was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to two 

Petitions received from the residents of Cheviot Court and Campsie Court, Shawhead, Coatbridge 
seeking compensation from the Council for the disruption and dirt caused by external and internal 
works related to overcladding, re-roofing and lining the interior walls (1) outlining the background to 
the Petitions; (2) advising of the action taken by the Area Housing Manager, and (3) intimating that 
compensation would not be payable regarding the works presently being undertaken. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petitions be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(2)  LANE  CLOSURE,  HOLLY  STREET/OAKBANK  STREET,  AIRDRIE 
 
52. There was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a Petition 

received from residents in the Holly Street/Oakbank Street area of Craigneuk, Airdrie requesting the 
closure of a lane connecting Holly Street and Oakbank Street, Airdrie. 

 
Decided: that consideration of the report be continued to a future meeting. 

 
 
 
(3)  PORTERS  LANE,  CHAPELHALL 
 
53. There was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a Petition 

received from residents of Porters Lane, Chapelhall requesting the closure of the service lane 
between the houses at Porters Lane, Chapelhall (1) outlining the background to the Petition;  (2) 
informing that a particular location in the lane provided a blind spot for youths drinking;  (3) advising 
that it would be extremely difficult to close off the service lanes as they provided access for 
maintenance to the rear of the properties and also allowed the removal of the wheelie bins to the 
main thoroughfares, and (4) intimating that as there was a high proportion of owner/occupiers in the 
houses in this area any potential changes would require their agreement. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the supervision of the site by the Area Office in conjunction with the Community Police 
be noted; 

 
(2) that a fence be relocated at the Council tenancy, 11 Porters Lane to remove the blind spot at 

a cost of £100, and 
 

(3) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
(4)  WITCHWOOD  COURT,  TOWNHEAD,  COATBRIDGE 
 
54. There was submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a Petition 

received from Tenants residing at Witchwood Court, Coatbridge regarding the transfer of a 
Concierge Officer from Witchwood Court to Glen and Millbrae Station, Coatbridge, with the 
Petitioners expressing their concern that this Officer had been redeployed (1) outlining the 
background to the Petition, and (2) advising that the redeployment had been carried out in 
accordance with the exigencies of the service throughout the Central District. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “TENANT  PARTICIPATION  AND  CONSULTATION  CONFERENCE” 
 
55. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 April 1998 by the Director of Housing requesting 

that the Council sponsor attendance by six tenant representatives and by elected Members at the 
Tenants’ Information Service Annual Conference (1) outlining the background to this Conference 
which would take place on 20-21 June 1998 in Dundee; (2) detailing the Conference costs, and 
(3) intimating that last year six tenant representatives attended and were paid for from the Tenant 
Participation Budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the attendance by six tenant representatives be paid from the Tenant Participation 

Budget, together with reimbursement of their travelling costs be approved, and 
 

(2) that Councillor Beekman be also authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(2)  “SEVENTH  RACE  AND  HOUSING  CONFERENCE  AGENDA  FOR  ACTION” 
 
56. There was considered an invitation from the Positive Action Housing to attend the Conference 

entitled “Seventh Race and Housing Conference Agenda for Action” to be held in Glasgow on 
27 April 1998. 

 
 The Convener intimated that he had been unable to attend the Conference due to other 

commitments. 
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Decided: that it be noted that the Convener was unable to attend. 
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(3)  “A  HEALTHIER  SCOTLAND  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE” 
 
57. There was considered an invitation from the Megawatt Festival to attend the Conference entitled “A 

Healthier Scotland National Conference” to be held in Greenock on 26 May 1998. 
 

Decided: that the Convener be authorised to attend. 


